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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
T

he question I asked myself constantly while I was laying the groundwork for Baltimore
Beat was: How can I make life better, safer, easier for the next generation — especially
the next generation of Black youth in Baltimore City?
Research shows that life expectancy is longer for babies born in whiter, wealthier
Baltimore neighborhoods, and shorter for those in places that are poorer and Blacker.
Young people born into poverty in Baltimore attend schools that must frequently close in
the summer because the classrooms are too hot, and in the winter when conditions inside
turn frigid. Poor kids who squeegee to make money are treated as problems, eyesores, and
menaces rather than the next generation of leaders and entrepreneurs. The squeegee kids
remind us of how far the city has to come, but also remind us of where Baltimore falls short.
Despite the many successes in our city, too many of our neighbors are struggling, and many
of those who are struggling are too young to do much about it besides just trying to survive.
In this issue, Baltimore Beat Deputy Editor J. Brian Charles examines what happens
to many Black kids, especially Black boys, when they are sucked into the criminal justice
system. State’s attorneys, judges, and lawyers all play a major role in a system that can
effectively stop a young life before it even begins.

Use this QR code to read and
share this story online.

Charles reports that “1,900 Baltimore City children were referred to adult court in the
last 10 years … More than 80 percent of those children were Black and the vast majority of
them found themselves in adult court on so-called autocharges.”
Still, Baltimore rises above its trauma. The city and its residents grow and change. In
this issue, I write about Baltimore artist Charles Mason III, who gave a talk at the Waller
Gallery recently. Mason has already accomplished so much, and now. as he settles into his
residency at Waller, he’s looking forward to how his practice grows and changes.
Baltimore Beat is expanding what we offer. Last issue, we grew our event listings to
include arts and culture events all around the city (send us your events by hitting us up
at Lisa@baltimorebeat.com). In this issue, you will also find a short story about the recent
tragedy at Mergenthaler Vocational-Technical High School and a review of Regina Hall and
Sterling K. Brown’s “Honk for Jesus. Save Your Soul.”
Lisa Snowden, Editor-in-Chief.
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Locking Up Our Children
Maryland is infamous for charging children as adults in court.
In more than a century, little has changed.

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

by J. Brian Charles

M

arilyn Mosby came back with the
charges in short order. It had been a
week since Timothy Reynolds, a 48-yearold white man, was shot and killed after
confronting a group of squeegee kids while
wielding a bat. And, within a few hours of his
arrest, the 15-year-old Black boy accused of
gunning down Reynolds was charged with
first-degree murder.
Reynolds’ killing, near Baltimore’s
Inner Harbor, garnered national attention.
Locally, the shooting picked at old wounds
and became fodder for Mosby’s opponents
in a tight three-way race for her job as
Baltimore City State’s Attorney.
So-called squeegee kids — children
who clean windshields at city intersections
for tips—had already become an issue in
the campaign, with former Deputy Attorney
General for Maryland Thiru Vignarajah and
defense attorney Ivan Bates, promising to
arrest the squeegee kids who don’t accept
“help” and get off the corners.
“I don’t believe in locking up 12-yearolds that are merely on the corner trying

many drug crimes in her second, vowed to
take a communal approach to helping the
squeegee kids, and said they needed help
and not punishment.
But she also had to step in time with an
angry base of residents worn down by the
quickening pace of homicides in the city.
Baltimore had recorded 179 by July 1, the
halfway point of the calendar year. The city
was on pace to break the all-time record for
homicides.
So, when Reynolds was killed at the
intersection of Light and Conway streets,
Mosby did what Maryland has long done
to Black boys: She brought the harshest
penalty possible in the case, a first-degree
murder charge. The charge automatically
sends the teen, who was 14 at the time of
the killing, to adult court, and exposes him
to the possibility of a life sentence.
Autocharging is a policy in Maryland
where children are automatically tried as
adults if charged with certain crimes, such
as first-degree murder. The practice drives
the high number of children tried as adults

“There is nothing about Maryland’s laws or treatment
of Black people that shows the state is progressive.
And there is nothing about Maryland’s stance on
criminal justice that shows it’s progressive.”
to survive,” Mosby fired back in a press
conference in mid-July. “Ultimately, the
core of both of my opponents’ plans are
to return to a time of mass incarceration
and overpolicing of Black and Brown
communities.”
Mosby, who had charged six police
officers with the death of Freddie Gray
in her first term and stopped prosecuting
BALTIMOREBEAT.COM

in Maryland, a state which refers more
children to adult court than California,
which is six times its size. “What automatic
means is once you are arrested and the
age is statutorily eligible, you lose all your
rights as a child,” said Marcy Mistrett,
senior program manager with Impact
Justice, a criminal justice reform advocacy
group. “You go to an adult system, you get
processed as an adult, and you do adult
3

time.”
First-degree murder is premeditated
homicide, meaning the person needs to have
time to think about and plan the killing.
In the incident in the Harbor, video shows
a group of children being moved on by a
man wielding a bat, and kids responding to
a conflict where tempers ran hot, opening
up questions as to whether premeditation
would apply in such a situation.
“I was perturbed by the state’s attorney
decision to charge him with first degree
murder,” Maryland state Senator Jill Carter
told Baltimore Beat. “She was running for
election, and she wanted to appease people
who she wanted to vote for her.”
As Carter’s comments make clear,
Mosby had a few choices. She could have
charged the boy with second-degree
murder, which, under Maryland law, would
have meant he would be tried as a minor —
and, if convicted, would have been home by
the time he turned 21.
Mosby, who declined to comment
for this story, could have initially charged
the boy as a minor and argued in front of a
judge that his crimes should be adjudicated
in adult court instead. This option would
have allowed the boy’s attorney a chance
to counter and argue his legal proceedings
should remain in juvenile court. But the
first-degree murder charge preempts all
this. It is likely the boy will end up on trial
as an adult facing a life sentence before he
is old enough to get a driver’s license.
As a result of this charging decision,
the boy, who turned 15 days after Reynolds
was killed, will join the more than 1,900
Baltimore City children referred to adult
court in the last 10 years. Like the boy,
whose name we are not using because he
is a minor, more than 80 percent of those
children were Black, and the vast majority
of them found themselves in adult court
on so-called autocharges. And while the
vast majority of the children charged as
adults are not convicted on those charges,

the process cuts those kids off from
programs designed explicitly to help
teenagers who find themselves in
trouble.

different. The words “criminal justice
reform” fell from the lips of politicians
across the country in the wake of the
killings of Michael Brown in Missouri;
Eric Garner in New York City; and
Freddie Gray in Baltimore. Carter’s
own city of Baltimore was placed under
a consent decree in the aftermath of
Gray’s death and subsequent uprising.
And there was the case of Kalief
Browder, the teenager incarcerated on
New York City’s infamous Riker Island
for three years, including 700 days
in solitary confinement. His suicide
following his release moved many to
include juvenile justice in the broader
conversation of criminal justice
reforms. The time seemed right for
sweeping reforms in Maryland, and the
Juvenile Justice Reform Council took
on the issue.

“A progressive prosecutor,” Carter
said, “wouldn’t charge children as
adults.”
Prosecutors like Mosby bear
plenty of responsibility for sending
children, most of them Black, into the
adult criminal justice system. State’s
attorneys, as elected officials, are
subject to the often fickle whims of an
electorate sensitive to any fluctuation
in crime, real or perceived. And our
court system incentivizes bringing
the harshest charge one can against
a defendant. “Prosecutors charge the
highest charge they can, as a way to
negotiate down to a plea,” Mistrett
said. Pushing a defendant into a plea
agreement saves prosecutors and their
staff time at trial, even if it is at the
expense of a teenager who is sentenced
to a longer term in prison.

“We heard from people who were
charged as adults when they were
juveniles,” Carter said. “We had a panel
of experts and they all spoke about the
problems with autocharging.”

But prosecutors aren’t the only
ones to blame. Charging the 15-yearold child as an adult keeps with legal
traditions dating back more than 100
years in Maryland. The state has long
meted out harsh consequences for Black
children, and favored punishment
instead of rehabilitation. Lawmakers
in Annapolis and judges often cower
in the face of tough-on-crime political
interests.

In the summer of 2021, the
Juvenile Justice Reform Council voted
in favor of recommending the state
end autocharging. The vote was 13-3 to
recommend lawmakers in Annapolis
end the practice of automatically
referring juveniles to adult court for
specific crimes. It wouldn’t matter.

“There
is
nothing
about
Maryland’s laws or treatment of The Youth Detention Center in Baltimore holds children
Black people that shows the state is charged as adults. Photo by Cameron Snell
progressive,” Carter said. “And there
is nothing about Maryland’s stance on
Republican Governor Larry Hogan. As the
criminal justice that shows it’s progressive.” council convened in person for two meetings
in 2019, and then virtually through 2020
and 2021, Carter and Shellenberger — the
white, “tough on crime” prosecutor from
n the fall of 2019, more than two dozen Baltimore County — found themselves on
government officials, including legislators, opposite ends of the debate over reforms.
prosecutors, cops, defense attorneys, and
academics, were called to the House of
Carter, an attorney herself, has
Delegates Judiciary Committee Room been a vocal opponent of the practice
in Annapolis. Collectively they became of autocharging. In Maryland, a total of
the Juvenile Justice Reform Council, a 30 crimes, including gun possession and
bipartisan attempt to stem the flow of assault, can lead to a child as young as 16
children into the state’s adult criminal being charged as an adult. For children 14
justice system.
and 15 years of age, autocharges are limited
to first-degree murder, rape, and sexual
Maryland state Senator Jill Carter offenses. Carter first introduced a bill to
served on the council as an appointee of the end the practice a decade ago when she was
late Maryland state Senate President Mike in the House of Delegates, but she couldn’t
Miller. The bulk of the council, including convince lawmakers to back the legislation.
Baltimore County State’s Attorney
Scott Shellenberger, were appointed by
This effort, Carter thought, would be
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Perhaps the most outspoken of
Hogan’s appointees to the Juvenile
Justice Reform Council came from
Carter’s own party. Shellenberger
has served as the Baltimore County
state’s attorney since 2007. He recently
eked out a narrow victory in the
Democratic primary for his seat in
July. Shellenberger said the vote held by the
council meant nothing since the majority of
the body’s members didn’t vote.
“Well 13 isn’t a majority, I mean it’s not
even — It’s not even half,” he told Maryland
Matters.
Shellenberger whipped up opposition
to efforts to end autocharging, and many
in Annapolis followed suit. When it came
time to pass a juvenile justice reform
bill, autocharging became a bargaining
chip. Lawmakers used it to get the more
conservative members in the legislature
to pass a package that gave kids like the
boy charged in Reynolds’ killing the right
to have an attorney present during an
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Government and Community Events
Here’s our weekly listing of government and community events around the city.
by Lisa Snowden

September Opening 2022: A series of book
giveaways on the second full weekend of the month.
9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. at The Book Thing, 3001 Vineyard
Lane. For more information, go to: bookthing.org/ or
call 410-662-5631.
Shred Day/Flea Market: Food, music, shopping,
and more. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 4700 Park Heights
Avenue.

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

Wednesday, Sept. 7
Meeting of the Board of Estimates: Weekly meeting
concerning city finances. 9 a.m. at Baltimore City
Hall, 100 Holliday Street.
West Wednesdays: Hear about the ongoing fight for
police accountability in the Tyrone West case and for
all victims of police misconduct. 6:30 p.m. This event
happens every Wednesday. For more information, go
to: www.facebook.com/justicefortyronewest/.

Thursday, Sept. 8
Baltimore’s Highway to Nowhere: A Forum
on Reconnecting Communities: A Forum on
Reconnecting Communities: AIA Baltimore’s Urban
Design Committee wants to provide stakeholders
a platform to see and present ideas that have been
developed over the years. 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at The
Center for Architecture & Design, 100 North Charles
Street. For more information, go to: https://www.
aiabaltimore.org or call 410-625-2585.
New Auchentoroly Terrace Association’s Meeting:
All in-person participants are asked to wear masks
and get vaccinated as per CDC public health safety
recommendations. In person and virtual. 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. at 2100 Liberty Heights Avenue. For more
information, go to: auchentorolyterrace.org.

Saturday, Sept. 10
September Community Yoga At Herring Run
Park: Free community yoga class. 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
at Herring Run Park, 3500 Shannon Drive. For more
information, go to: friendsofherringrun.org or call
410-417-8565.
BALTIMOREBEAT.COM

Sisson Street Park September Workday: Help
mulch, weed, compost, and more. 10 a.m. to noon. at
Sisson Street Community Park, 2701 Sisson Street.
Millenium Genesis Health and Fitness Expo:
Family fun, art, music, business resources, and more.
Noon to 7 p.m. at Hollins Market, 1126 Hollins Street.
Youth Summit and Back to School Rally: Authors,
music, and more. Noon to 4 p.m. at Urban Reads
Bookstore, 3008 Greenmount Avenue. For more
information, go to: www.oururbanreads.com/ or call
443-552-1094.

Sunday, Sept. 11
Second Sundays at Leakin Park: Explore the beauty
of Leakin Park with miniature train rides, the Outward
Bound rock climbing wall, the historic chapel,
hiking trails, the playground, and more. 11 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. at Leakin Park, 1920 Eagle Drive. For more
information, go to: friendsofgwynnsfallsleakinpark.
org/Home.

Tuesday, Sept. 13
Greenmount West Community Association
Block Captain Resource Meeting: Collaborate on
community-building events like Stoop Nights and
Dumpster Days. 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Open Works,
1400 Greenmount Ave. For more information, go to:
greenmountwest.org.

Wednesday, Sept. 14
Baltimore Career Fair: Hiring managers will be
available to fill positions in sales, retail, customer
service, and more. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Delta
Hotels by Marriott Baltimore Inner Harbor Hotel, 1
East Redwood Street.
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Baltimore City Council Informational Hearing
on Baltimore’s COVID-19 Vaccination Plan:
Representatives from the Baltimore City Health
Department; Baltimore’s healthcare community; and
other interested parties go before the Baltimore City
Council to discuss the city’s COVID-19 vaccination
plan. 10 a.m. at Baltimore City Hall, 100 Holliday
Street.
Books and BBQ 2022: Free books and food for the
community. 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Walther Gardens, 3501
Southern Avenue.

Thursday, Sept. 15
Third Thursday Baltimore Independent Creatives
Networking Happy Hour: A monthly networking
event for creatives, consultants, and freelancers. 5
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at R House, 301 West 29th Street.

Friday, Sept. 16
Community College of Baltimore County and
Maryland Food Bank FoodWorks, Culinary Job
Training Program @UA House: This FoodWorks
program includes both academic classroom work
along with hands-on food preparation experience.
1 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. at UA House, 1100 East Fayette
Street. For more information, call 443-840-5840.

Saturday, Sept. 17
Fun Day in the Park: A neighborhood celebration
and a naming ceremony for a future community
park. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 2101 Boone Street. For more
information, go to: www.oharacdc.org.
Young Successful Leaders Inc Edmondson Avenue
Community Cleanup: This event is in partnership
with Baltimore City Councilperson Kristerfer
Burnett, Southwest Neighborhood CDC, and
Edmondson Village Community Association. 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. along Hilton Parkway.
Greater Govans Expungement Clinic: Maryland
Legal Aid will be providing free, day-of legal services
for criminal record expungement from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. at 5104 York Road.

2022 Black Wall Street of Baltimore Business
Walk: A free, family friendly event that extends three
blocks through the Charles Village neighborhood.
12 p.m. to 2 p.m. along West 25th Street. For more
information, go to nmconnects.org or call 410-2355222.

Sunday, Sept. 18
Miller Run Stream Clean Up: Join Patapsco
Heritage Greenway to clean up Miller Run, a
tributary to the Patapsco River. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at Melroy Plumbing and Heating, 6537 Baltimore
National Pike, Catonsville.
The Black Mall: Support over 45 Black creatives,
artists, and businesses. 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 6 East
Lafayette Avenue. For more information, call 443248-2596.

Monday, Sept. 19
The Baltimore Butterfly Sessions: Dr. Durryle
Brooks of Blaq Equity and Gavin Witt, Baltimore
Center Stage’s former longtime resident dramaturg
and associate director, will help us reflect on
Baltimore Center Stage’s historical role as a cultural
anchor in the changing contexts of the social and
political movements which have shaped our city.
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Baltimore Center Stage, 700
North Calvert Street. For more information, go to:
centerstage.org or call 410-332-0033.

Tuesday, Sept. 20
Amplified Voices Series: Bearing Strange Fruit:
After a two-year examination of educational
inequities in Baltimore City, Dr. Richard Lofton
and Mr. Larry Simmons will present the findings
of the “Bearing Strange Fruit” report. 5:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Pennsylvania
Avenue Branch, 1531 West North Avenue. For more
information, go to: prattlibrary.org/locations/
pennsylvania-ave or call 410-396-0399.
The Peale’s Community Advisory Team Kick-off
Meeting: Workshop to help develop a new advisory
committee at The Peale museum. In person and
virtual. 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at The Peale Museum,
225 Holliday Street. For more information, go to:
thepealecenter.org or call 667-222-1814.
Baltimore Tenants Talk: Online gathering to
discuss tenants issues, rights, and experiences. 7
p.m. to 8 p.m., virtual.

News Brief
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Another killing highlights how much work needs to be done on youth safety

O

n Friday, September 2, 17-year-old Jeremiah Brogden was approached by another teenager
in the parking lot of Mergenthaler Vocational-Technical High School in Northeast
Baltimore. School had just been dismissed and Brogden was in the campus parking lot when,
according to reports, he and a student from another high school got into a verbal altercation.
According to reports, the student whose name has not been released because he is a minor,
allegedly pulled out a gun and shot Brogden. The suspect fled, pursued by Baltimore City
School Police who apprehended a 17-year-old boy blocks away and located a firearm. Brogden
died at Johns Hopkins Hospital. The 17-year-old junior was hours away from playing his first
varsity football game of the season.
Homicides have been on a record setting pace in Baltimore this year, with 242 through
September 2. Brogden became the 12th child killed in a gun related homicide in Baltimore in
2022, matching the total number of children killed by guns in all of 2021. In fact, the first two
homicides of the year took the lives of 17-year-old Bernard Thomas and 16-year-old Desmond
Canada, the two boys killed shortly after midnight on January 1. Kids have been at the center
of some high profile shootings in the city as well, including Brogden’s murder, the killing of
Timothy Reynolds and the fatal shooting of Nykayla Strawder.
This was supposed to be the year things began to turn around. Mayor Brandon Scott came
to office promising to reimagine public safety. He vowed to take a public health approach
to safety, pivoting away from the law enforcement focused strategies of prior mayoral
administrations. The city, Scott promised, would provide help to those closest to the violence.
City Hall would help nonprofit partners expand their operations and coordinate their efforts
in slowing the pace of violence.
But the rollout has been slow. The city didn’t release a coordinated gun violence reduction
plan until the end of 2021. And while the gun violence reduction strategy is reporting some
successes in the handful of neighborhoods where it’s being implemented, the program is not
yet citywide.
In the fall of 2021, following the nonfatal shooting of four children in East Baltimore,
the city touted its investment in parks and after school programs to offer kids an enriching
alternatives to violence and criminal behavior. Still, the bloodshed continues.
A week before the shooting on August 25, the Baltimore City Council held a meeting to
address youth violence. Led by City Councilman Carl Stokes, the three-hour meeting included
testimony from the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, Baltimore police
Commissioner Michael Harrison and members of the City Council.
“Solutions to violence come with changing to conditions for people in their lives, the
conditions that drive people to crime in the first place and create crime in the first place,”
Baltimore police Commissioner Michael Harrison said.
The city and the school district hashed out a deal to create a pilot program aimed at
addressing youth violence. The plan includes peer-to-peer mediation, teaching students
conflict resolutions skills and attempts to change the perception around violence. City leaders
walked away confident that the plan could net results in Baltimore City Public Schools. Eight
days later, Jeremiah Brogden was gunned down on campus.

— J. Brian Charles

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat,
send information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.
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interrogation.
“What better solution if you are a
politician [than] to blame the people who
can’t vote,” said Joshua Rovner, director of
Youth Justice at The Sentencing Project.
Mosby supported kids having an
attorney present during interrogation,
but Carter remembered “she was silent on
autocharging.”
The roots of the juvenile justice system
in Maryland, like most in the country, can be
traced back to the end of the 19th century,
when the courts began to acknowledge the
differences between the minds of children
and adults. Progressive reformers of the day
argued children were still malleable and
could be reformed through training rather
than incarceration. Baltimore City adopted
practices already in place in Chicago
and set the line of demarcation between
childhood and adulthood, known legally
as the age of majority, at 16 years of age.
It would stay this way for decades, and as
the system that became the state’s juvenile
justice system was codified in the 1940s,
the age of majority in the state of Maryland
was set at 18. However, in Baltimore City
the age of majority remained at 16.
This practice created massive
disparities that we still see today. In the
1950s, the state examined the inequalities in
the juvenile justice system. John Ellington,
special advisor to American Law Institute,
authored a report on juvenile justice
titled “Maryland’s Services and Facilities
for Delinquent Children and Youthful
Offenders.” In the report, he laid bare how
the differences in age limits across the state
hurt young people who happened to live
in Baltimore City. “A boy of 16 or 17 faces a
criminal conviction and a sentence to the
Reformatory for an offense which would
result in a finding of delinquency and
commitment to a training school if he lived
almost anywhere else in the state,” Ellington
wrote.
“Restricting the jurisdiction of the
Juvenile Court of Baltimore City, with
its large population, to children under 16
results in putting the criminal stigma on
several hundred Baltimore adolescents
yearly,” he wrote later in the report.
Maryland would eventually raise
the age of majority. But first, in the 1960s,
it became one of three states, along with
Pennsylvania and Mississippi, to charge
children as adults in first-degree murder
cases. Eleven more states would follow suit

in charging children as adults in murder
cases, bringing to total to 14 by 1986. This
was only the beginning.
In 1994, President Bill Clinton escalated
the war on drugs when he signed the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994, better known as the Crime Bill. It put
more cops on the streets, and it changed the
conversation on juvenile justice. Reform
was an afterthought. The more pressing
issue was capturing and containing children
perceived as a threat. “They are often the
kinds of kids called super predators, no
conscience, no empathy,” then-first lady
Hillary Clinton said in a speech in 1996. “We
can talk about why they ended up that way,
but first we have to bring them to heel.”
In the wake of her speech, even more
states adopted autocharging, so that, by the
end of 1990s, 45 states had legal provisions
to automatically charge children as adults.

“What better solution if
you are a politician [than]
to blame the people who
can’t vote.”
“In the 1990s, that’s when we had
the launch of the super predator,” Mistrett
said. “You had a big public narrative of this
generation of kids who were crack babies
out wilding in the street. We had all these
racist phrases in the narrative.”
Since the mid-2000s, more than two
dozen states have either abolished the
practice of autocharging or passed reforms
limiting its use. Meanwhile, Maryland
doubled down on autocharging, adding more
crimes to the list with which prosecutors
could charge children as adults.
Thirty-three crimes in Maryland will
automatically land a child charged with
those crimes in adult court.
Today, as in the mid-20th century,
Baltimore City sends more children into
adult court than any jurisdiction in the
state. In 2021, the city was responsible for
almost one-third of the children sent to
adult courts in Maryland. While legislators
make it legally possible to sentence children
as adults, and prosecutors have discretion
over what charges to file, judges have the
power to refer children sent to adult court
back into the juvenile system.
8
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n mid-August, Maryland Circuit Judge
Yvette M. Bryant ordered the Department
of Juvenile Services to evaluate the teen
accused of killing Timothy Reynolds and
prepare a report for the court. The report,
due in mid-September, will help determine
whether or not the court will accept the
defense attorneys’ motion to move the case
to juvenile court.
The motion filed by the lawyers for
the boy accused of killing Reynolds will
eventually appear in juvenile transfer court.
It’s expected to take about three months to
get the court date, which is partially due
to the slow pace of legal proceedings, but
is also strategic. Defense attorneys want
to have as much evidence on the child’s
home life, mental health, intelligence, and
emotional maturity before they appear in
front of a juvenile transfer judge. The hope
is to prove to a judge the defendant should
not be tried as an adult.
“In Maryland we have specific laws
that prohibit children from engaging in acts
that adults engage in such as voting, such
as smoking, or entering a contract,” Carter
said. “But when it comes to certain crimes,
we hold them accountable as adults. We
force a child to prove he is a child.”
And, according to court records,
Baltimore City judges, more often than not,
don’t see the children accused of crimes
as actual children. Of the more than 1,900
children who were referred to adult court
from 2012 to 2021, only 47 percent were
transferred down to juvenile court.
Before she went to work for Impact
Justice, Mistrett worked on juvenile justice
reform at The Sentencing Project. She has
not called for the abolition of trying some
children as adults, but wants prosecutors to
prove their case for doing so in front of a
judge.
“Where is this fixing anything? How
is that helping advance safety and advance
healing?” Mistrett said. “It is feeding a
system that has the worst outcomes.”
Juveniles charged as adults are more
likely to reoffend and end up back in the
criminal justice system than those as
children. Mistrett and other advocates for
reform, consider this to be one of the drivers
behind the demographic disparities seen
in Maryland prisons. Black Marylanders,
who account for 29 percent of the state’s
population, made up 71 percent of those
incarcerated in 2019, according to data from
Continues on next page →
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The Youth Detention Center on Greenmount Avenue was built at a cost of $35 million. Photo by Cameron Snell

The Sentencing Project.
By the time the teenage boy accused
in Reynold’s killing goes to trial, it’s likely
Baltimore City will have a new state’s
attorney. Mosby lost her bid for a third term
to Ivan Bates. Bates, the former defense
attorney, has promised to come down hard
on the squeegee kids, but has not indicated

was stalled over its initial $100 million price
tag, but was completed at about a third of
the cost by O’Malley successor Republican
Governor Larry Hogan, a true sign of
how both parties find common ground on
locking up children.
Donna Brown, co-founder of the
Citizens Policing Project, has been in and

What happened in July near the Inner
Harbor was tragic for the Reynolds family,
but also for the family of the accused,
and the teenage boys who will likely feel
the brute force of a criminal legal system
bearing down on them in the coming weeks
and months. But as more kids cycle through
the state’s massive juvenile criminal
justice system, the adults running that

“Where is this fixing anything? How is that helping advance
safety and advance healing? It is feeding a system that has
the worst outcomes.”
whether he will or will not continue to pursue
first-degree murder charges against the boy.
If convicted of the crime, the boy would be
sentenced to life, with the first chance at
parole coming in 15 years — meaning that
the boy will mature and develop in an adult
prison, with the knowledge that he won’t
even have the chance of release until he is
30.
For now, the teenage boy will spend
his days inside the $35 million Youth
Detention Center on Greenmount Avenue.
The prison for teens accused as adults
was the brainchild of former Democratic
Governor Martin O’Malley, who wanted to
build a youth jail in the city where he was
once mayor to house children and bolster
his crime fighter bona fides for a run at the
White House. Construction of the prison
BALTIMOREBEAT.COM

out of juvenile facilities, including YDC, for
years. She has worked closely with juveniles
during and after their incarceration, and
has seen the same young men enter the
system in their teens and exit in their late
20s and early 30s ill prepared for the world.
They come home with minimal work skills,
after having their entire lives — when
to eat, sleep, wake, shower and work —
scheduled by corrections officials. In short,
their development has been stunted and the
time away from the support of family and
friends has left many of them emotionally
damaged.
“To have a kid go through development
while they are incarcerated only causes
more harm,” Brown said. “It is never in our
interest to incarcerate kids. They are in the
most critical part of their development.”
9

system should remind themselves of their
responsibility to the children.
“Where is the system of accountability
that is supposed to service that kid?” Brown
said. “We came up with the concept of ‘it
takes a village.’ Where’s the village now?” l

Baltimore Courtwatch
by Megan Kenny

O

f the 50 hearings observed in the month of August, prosecutors asked that the defendant be
held without bond (HWOB), meaning kept in jail until their trial, in more than four out of five
hearings, or about 82 percent of the time. In 6 percent of the hearings, prosecutors asked for other
actions. In two of those hearings, the prosecutor deferred to the court as to where the defendant
should live until trial.

Month in Review

In those same 50 hearings, judges ordered the defendant to stay in jail until trial in almost two
out of every three hearings, or about 64 percent of the time. This finding is quite an increase from
the past two months. Perhaps it is due to math or perhaps it is due to judicial discretion, or perhaps
it’s both, or more. With time and deeper analysis, we hope to bring you more insight. Stay tuned.
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ARTS

Slow Growth

Charles Mason III’s art has changed,
and so has he.
by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
Artist Charles Mason III stands in front of his work at the Waller Gallery. Photo by Cameron Snell

There’s no part of growing that isn’t
retracing your steps. It’s a complicated, onestep-forward-two-steps-back process that,
while frustrating, eventually helps grow you
into a different version of yourself.
In late August, artist Charles Mason
III talked about this process and how it is
influencing this stage of his career. The
conversation was part of the Station North
Arts District Art Walk, a series of events
held this summer that gave residents a
close-up look at various facets of Baltimore’s
arts community. Sitting inside the Waller
Gallery, Mason spoke on how changes in
his life are reflected in his work. He said
he’s still adjusting to being at the Waller and
figuring out where he goes from here.
“It’s about realizing that I’m in an
uncomfortable state and growing at the
same time,’ he says. “It’s this weird feeling
where you don’t know where you’re about to
land at, but life is still happening, and you
have to deal with what’s happening in life.”
The Waller Gallery is the brainchild of
Joy Davis, who, in 2017, converted a row
home at 2420 North Calvert Street into a
space dedicated to works by people of color.
BALTIMOREBEAT.COM

Mason began his residency at Waller Gallery
in July. Before that, he had a residency
at Patterson Park community arts space
Creative Alliance. He has participated in
exhibitions in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and
New York City, and his work is on display
in the James E. Lewis Museum of Art in
Baltimore and in the Whitney Museum of
American Art Special Collections in New
York City.
Mason’s most arresting pieces are large,
layered collages that are mounted on a few
of the museum’s walls. Some of the pieces
have the painted image of a flower sprawled
across them, a recurring theme in Mason’s
work. Paint, old clothing, and other found
objects are layered on to create texture. The
colors in some of the pieces — mostly earth
tones of rust and burnt orange and mustard
yellow — remind me of my solidly ‘80s
childhood, and my well-worn copies of Ezra
Jack Keats’ “Peter’s Chair” and “The Snowy
Day.”
He explains that the colors don’t
necessarily have deep meaning; he is often
working with what he has on hand.
“At one point, it was what people gave
13

me,” he tells the small crowd gathered for
the talk. “So whatever you gave me, I was
using. So it could have been yellows, I was
using a lot of yellows. It could have been
blues.”
Speaking with Baltimore Museum of
Art BMA Curator and Department Head
for Contemporary Art Jessica Bell Brown,
visual arts curator Thomas James, and
Baltimore-based Goya Contemporary
museum Gallery Assistant Marian Simms,
surrounded by a circle of mostly younger
Black folks, he explains that in graduate
school (he graduated from the Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts in 2019), it was
easy to find supplies to create his work. Just
by dumpster diving he could get his hands
on paints, brushes, and more — all for free.
In his residency at Creative Alliance he was
still sheltered, working under under the
umbrella of a large, professionalized arts
organization. Now, he’s out of the nest and
fending more for himself.
“Waller Gallery came at a really
important juncture,” he says. “I was talking
to Joy and tapping into my research, and
that’s how I ended up here.”

Photo by Cameron Snell

He says once he has been busy at
Waller figuring out what to keep of his past
processes, and where and how to innovate.
“I’m really building up surfaces way more,
I’m really constructing spaces more,” he
said.
“I just had this freedom that I was like,
‘I’m done with Creative Alliance, I’m done
with grad school,’ so I was unpacking that
and I took a lot of risks.”
Mason’s work also wrestles with
addressing Blackness — or not addressing
it. “I am steadily wrestling within myself
the performative act of blackness for me
at any instance,” he writes in his bio on
his webpage. “This leads me to think and
create abstractly on how blackness can
be experienced through installation and
material.”

At the talk, he spent some time talking
about a piece that stretches across the floor
in the front room of the gallery. It’s typed
words on sheets of clear plastic:

“They are the enemy, they are the other, and they are usually
white people.
To not sound as cliché as that may seem, they are those
who I don’t trust, they are the faculty, mentors, friends and
colleagues I look and second-guess every step of the way.”

CONTINUES ON PG. 17
14

September 7, 2022

Arts + Culture Listings
September 7 — September 21
by Baltimore Beat Staff
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Thursday, Sept. 8

Saturday, Sept. 10

Dreamseeds: Makerspace and Happy Hour: An
afternoon of papermaking, music, meditation, and
conversation with Sanahara Ama Chandra and
Hannah Brancato to share stories of possibilities for
a powerful future. Artworks and conversations from
this workshop will be woven together for display as
part of the Dreamseeds exhibition. 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
City Arts 2, 1700 Greenmount Avenue.

Shiny Fest: Presented by Shiny Boy Press. A festival
made to bring communities together by showcasing
an eclectic list of Baltimore’s finest artists and
performers. Noon to 11:59 p.m. at Le Mondo, 406
North Howard Street. ($8) For more information, go
to: lemondo.org.

Racing Forward: Black Athletes, Activism and
Justice: A panel discussion with sports analysts
on Black athletes and activism in America, with a
cocktail reception and the opportunity to self-tour the
Men of Change: Power. Triumph. Truth. exhibition. 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. at Reginald F. Lewis Museum, 830 East
Pratt Street. For more information, go to: https://
www.lewismuseum.org or call 443-263-1800.
Open Mic Thursday at Montego Bar and Grille: A
night full of good vibes and fun featuring open micstyle entertainment for all singers, rappers, poets,
comedians, dancers, and producers. Great Jamaican
food and drinks on hand as well as hookah. 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. at Montego Bar and Grille, 1818 North
Charles Street. For more information, go to: https://
montegobaltimore.com/ or call 240-755-4466.

Friday, Sept. 9
Norman Connors and Jean Carn: Two R&B

legends are extending an invitation to hear their
sultry sounds. Norman Connors, who penned the
hit “You Are My Starship,” the baseline of which was
sampled by hip-hop group Mobb Deep, joins Jean
Carn, whose “Don’t Let it Go To Your Head Now” was
produced by the famed Philadelphia songwriting
duo Gamble and Huff. In-person and virtual
performance. Sept. 9 and 10, 7:30 p.m., and Sept. 11, 5
p.m., at Keystone Korner, 1350 Lancaster Street. For
more information, go to: keystonekornerbaltimore.
com or call 410-946-6726.
Mwenso and the Shakes: Global artists who merge
a formidable timeline of jazz and blues expression
through African and Afro-American music. In-person
and virtual performance. 7 p.m. at Creative Alliance,
3134 Eastern Ave. ($18+) For more information,
go to: creativealliance.org or call 410-276-1651.
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End of Summer Vegan Block Party: The First
Annual Vegan Block Party, featuring local vegan
food vendors, live music, and a pop-up market.
All ages. 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Center Plaza, 120 West
Fayette Street. For more information, go to: https://
www.veggietablebmore.com/.

Sunday, Sept. 11
The 1619 Project Book Signing: Join Nikole HannahJones and Urban Reads Bookstore for a book signing.
3 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Urban Reads Bookstore, 3008
Greenmount Avenue. For more information, go to:
www.oururbanreads.com/event-details/the-1619project-book-signing or call 443-552-1094.

Monday, Sept. 12
Writers Live! A.J. Verdelle: Award-winning novelist
A.J. Verdelle will discuss her friendship with the
late novelist Toni Morrison. In-person and virtual.
7 p.m. at Enoch Pratt Library, Central Branch, 400
Cathedral Street. For more information, go to: www.
prattlibrary.org or call 410-396-5430.

Thursday, Sept. 15
Sip, Puff, and Paint: Get creative and paint your
own masterpiece at this BYOB paint night at an
art gallery. The Gallery About Nothing, 805 East
Baltimore Street. ($28) For more information, call:
410-504-9249.
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Stephanie Barber presents “Trial in the Woods”
in conversation with Alicia Puglionesi: Stephanie
Barber’s play “Trial in the Woods” is one part crime
procedural and one part fable. It offers a bold retelling
of ethics, the efficacy of punitive justice, and our
criminal justice system. 7 p.m. at Red Emma’s, 3128
Greenmount Avenue. For more information, go to:
redemmas.org/.

Friday, Sept. 16
Pop-Up and Poetry: A poetry series dedicated to
the synergy of Black lyricism, artists, and space.
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Nubian Hueman, 211 West Read
Street. ($15) RSVP through Eventbrite.
Dyke Nite: Queer Homecoming: Order your
corsages and start planning your color coordinated
outfits with your date (or dates) because it’s a Queer
Homecoming! Sounds by DJs WebbieWeb and
JacqJill playing 2000s throwback hits all night long.
21 years of age and up. Masks are required. 10 p.m. at
Ottobar, 2549 North Howard Street. ($10) For more
information, go to: theottobar.com or call 410-6620069.

Saturday, Sept. 17
Object Dive—Material Activism: Art-Making
Virtual Workshop: Virtually examine and discuss
the use of photography as activist art historically
and in contemporary forms. Work with local artist
Deyane Moses of Blackives to create your own form
of activist art. Virtual. 10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (Free;
Registration is required.) For more information, go
to: www.mdhistory.org or call 410-685-3750.
Locust Point Festival 2022: Festival is back for 2022.
11:30 a.m. at Latrobe Park, 1627 East Fort Avenue.
Tidal Shift: Dance series at Le Mondo curated by
resident artist Noelle Tolbert featuring new and
in-progress dance pieces from regional movers
and dance-makers. 8:00 p.m. at Le Mondo, 406
North Howard Street. ($12 + $0.30 fee) For more
information, go to: www.lemondo.org.

Butter: House music party featuring the sounds
of DJs and producers Afropino, Ed Ridgley, and
Stylo. 9 p.m. at The Crown Baltimore, 1910 North
Charles Street ($5-$25). For more information, go
to: thecrownbaltimore.tumblr.com/ or call 410-6254848.
Astrology for Black Girls Storytime and Workshop:
Join Greedy Reads for a special storytime and
interactive workshop with Jordannah Elizabeth,
author of “Astrology For Black Girls: A Beginner’s
Guide for Black Girls Who Look to the Stars.” 10:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Greedy Reads-Remington,
320 West 29th Street. For more information, go to:
greedyreads.com/events/19466 or call 410-878-0184.
The Beautiful and the Damned Opening
Reception: Exhibition exploring beauty as imagined
through the lens of three African American women
artists whose artwork challenges the notions and
standards of beauty. Curated by Myrtis Bedolla and
featuring artwork by Lavett Ballard, Monica Ikegwu,
and Megan Lewis. 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Galerie Myrtis,
2224 North Charles Street. For more information, go
to: galeriemyrtis.net/ or call 410-235-3711.

Sunday, Sept. 18
Abell Community Street Fair: Food trucks, music,
crafts and a silent auction are highlights of the
Abell Community Street Fair, held in the pocket
neighborhood tucked between Charles Village and
Waverly. Vendors and musicians will line Barclay
Street between 29th and 31st Street, and 30th
Street from Barclay Street to Greenmount Avenue.
Noon to 5 p.m For more information, go to: www.
abellimprovement.org/copy-of-street-fair-2021.

Tuesday, Sept. 20
Pusha T: The cocaine concierge gets behind the
wheel of the caravan (he probably drives something
much nicer now) on his way up to Maryland —
Baltimore, to be specific. The king of coke rap
comes to town for his It’s Almost Dry Tour. 7 p.m.
at Baltimore Soundstage, 124 Market Place. ($37.50
will get you in the game) For more information, go
to: www.baltimoresoundstage.com/events/pusha-t/
or call: 410-244-0057.

Wednesday, Sept. 21
Prince: Sign O’ the Times: If I was your girlfriend,
I would ask you to take me to see the screening of
Prince’s 1987 concert movie Sign O’ The Times at
The Senator Theatre, 5904 York Road. Screenings
Sept. 21 at 7 p.m., Sept. 25 at 10 a.m., and Sept. 26 at 1
p.m. For more information, go to: thesenatortheatre.

com/ or call 410-323-4424.
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That’s a bit of a reclamation of his past, too.
Writing was his first art form. “Even now, all
I do is write. I take notes, I research, I write
about how I feel.”
As the event wound down, I asked him
to project himself out of this moment and
into the future. When he is older, more
established, with access to more resources,
would his work change?
“That scares me,” he said. “If I have the
same ease, will I have the same tenacity to
create objects?
Mason thinks out loud about his
connection to his father, and recalls seeing
him as a man who made do with what he
had.
”I don’t know if my connection will be
further away, or just because I have more
access, I’ll be able to make more work,” he
said. “It does scare me to see if I have that
same reaction, that same gut instinct … and
the same resilience because you’re kind of
making things out of nothing.” l

Photo by Cameron Snell

Photo by Cameron Snell
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There’s Just Not Enough
Under ‘Honk For Jesus’’s Hood
Sterling K. Brown and Regina Hall deliver
two of the best performances of the year in a
lukewarm satire of Black church culture.
Regina Hall as Trinitie Childs in “Honk for Jesus. Save Your Soul.” Photo courtesy of Focus Features

E

arly on in “Honk For Jesus. Save Your Soul.”,
the feature debut from writer/director
Adamma Ebo, there is a moment that perfectly
encapsulates the film’s entire deal.
Disgraced pastor Lee-Curtis Childs (Sterling
K. Brown) and his wife Trinitie (Regina Hall)
are preparing for the grand reopening of their
megachurch after the former has been embroiled
in a nebulously defined scandal. They’re running
what can be charitably described as a dress
rehearsal with a handful of their closest followers,
one of whom has brought their pre-teen daughter
Aria (Selah Kimbro Jones.) Because the film is
partially a film crew documenting the planned
comeback story, it switches between “The
Office” style mockumentary tics and a more
probing, cinematic approach. After the gathered
parishioners, Aria among them, appear to be
swept up in the fervor of Lee-Curtis’ words, the
film cuts to her breaking the fourth wall, doing
her best Jim Halpert impression and mugging for
the camera.
“I just love the theater,” she says. A pointed
punchline deflating the mannered artifice this
brand of church requires to function.
“Honk For Jesus. Save Your Soul” is at its best
in these little moments. As a satire, it’s a little
too broad and, well, obvious, to be particularly
effective. There’s definitely a fair amount of sharp
comedy to be made from the inherent hypocrisy
and disingenuous tenor of Lee-Curtis (and his
many peers) perverting the word of God for the
accumulation of material wealth. Brown relishes
the fineries his work affords him, showcased best
when showing off his kaleidoscopic closet full of
garish, eye-searing suits while saying phrases

by Dominic Griffin

like “periwinkle Prada” with the same reverence
he employs for the actual bible.

of delusion, but it also sums up “Honk For Jesus.
Save Your Soul.”

But in exploring the nuance of observed
cultural specificity, Ebo proves adept at capturing
all the rich details that make up the very real
world she seems to be skewering. Trinitie has
a chance encounter with a former member of
their ministry at the mall, where the two women
communicate solely in withering pleasantries,
each doing their part to uphold church kayfabe
despite the mounting condescension and
bitterness between the two. They inhabit a world
that is little more than a complex web of keeping
up appearances, of faking it until you make it feel
real enough to be gospel.

It is a film that doesn’t scratch deep enough
beneath the surface of its straightforward framing
of Black church culture as being so plagued by
corruption, fiction and exploitation as to be more
harmful than the sin it seeks to battle. When
the film shifts its tone mid-way through to be
more serious and heavy, it loses the plot, flailing
in every direction in search of a meaningful
conclusion. Unfortunately, it doesn’t find one.

The film gets muddled in preserving the
mystery of what led to Lee-Curtis’ “canceling”
long enough to make it feel like the main event,
when it’s too blunt and shallow a subplot to have
much actual meaning. Ebo adapted this film from
her own short of the same name, and at feature
length, it regularly feels like a thimble full of
wine diluted in a goblet full of holy water. At first
taste, you can sense what is at play, but then the
resulting runtime does little to nothing to build
on those ideas and themes.
At one point, Lee-Curtis, one of Brown’s
most unhinged and memorable turns, compares
the church’s journey to that of Rocky Balboa’s,
leading Trinitie, a beleaguered and put upon
Hall, to remind him that Rocky loses at the end
of that movie. But, as he responds, Rocky did win
in “Rocky II,” and that the first film is all set-up
for that eventual victory. It’s a great and telling
character moment for a man whose faith in
himself and his greatness traverses the vast field
18

With any two leads lesser in pure artistic
fire than Brown and Hall, this would be a very
missable proposition, but as it stands, even what
doesn’t work is worth experiencing just to watch
these two generational talents bounce off of one
another, weak script be damned.
Perhaps the best way to view “Honk For
Jesus. Save Your Soul” is a mobius strip about
failure. Within the work of another confounding
Christian Capitalist, Kanye West’s DONDA
album, he has a song called “New Again,” where
he raps “I repent for everything that I’ma do
again.” This is a movie about someone who can’t
stop making the same mistakes, and who has
erected an institution around him that makes
change not only unnecessary, but kind of a silly
and naive hope.
Relevant? Sure. Illuminating? Not so much. l
“Honk For Jesus. Save Your Soul.” is currently
screening at The Senator Theatre and is available to
stream on Peacock.
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“Epidemic”

Notes from a newspaper archive
By Madison Hall
Existing.
They’re here, but why?
Teenagers with their bottles of window cleaner.
I have so many questions leafing
through old yellowed clips and standing
shoulder to shoulder in a warm room.
It feels like history, but the pieces are missing—
the questions are there, but the answers are
mixing with soapy water, tossed out at the end of the day.
Baltimore Beat is publishing poems from participants
in the group Writers in Baltimore Schools, which
offers programming that builds skills in literacy
and communication while creating a community of
support for young writers.

Use this QR code to read
and share this poem online.

The nightly news says one thing:
patrols try to deter aggressive panhandling,
and after several incidents-a squeegee crackdown.
But there remains a city divided,
forced to confront Baltimore’s
poverty on their way to work.
Called low-intensity extortion or an entrepreneurial spirit.
They’re still here
shaping our commutes, puncturing our skyline
and draw a heart on a driver’s windshield.
Existing,
but where?
How can they just appear on the streets
like cabbage patch children out of intersections,
like roses out of concrete?
Is that why they were missing from the pages?
Expectations too high that they could get theirs
because someone deemed them
menace to society and unworthy as
they exist in pursuit of spare change.
If only we could make change to spare.
Why are they missing from history?

