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ZONE DEFENSE
Ryan Dorsey wants to break the hold 
zoning regulations have on housing 
in Baltimore, but will it only make 
matters worse?

A SAVORY, SMOKY THANKSGIVING
Neopol shares some secrets to their 
culinary creations as the holidays 
approach.

KEEPING IT REAL
Aaron Dante uses his podcast to 
highlight the voices of Baltimore.
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Baltimore Beat was relaunched thanks to a $1 million, no-strings-
attached grant from the Baltimore-based Lillian Holofcener Charitable 
Foundation (LHCF). Named after a lifelong Baltimore resident who 
cared for and supported the city, the foundation has provided funding 
to a number of Baltimore-based organizations as well as international 
organizations. 

In 2020, however, LHCF decided to do something bolder. In response 
to the police murder of George Floyd and inequities exacerbated by 
COVID-19, LHCF made the decision to provide Baltimore Beat with 
the vast majority of the foundation’s holdings to facilitate the existence 
of Black-run, Black-controlled nonprofit newspaper. 

“The money held by the Lillian Holofcener Foundation came from 
Baltimore. Divesting our assets to a Black-led news organization is 
what Baltimore and its majority Black citizenry need right now,” the 
Lillian Holofcener Charitable Foundation’s Adam Holofcener said. 
“We hope that our model of no-strings-attached, large-scale giving 
to Black-run, Black-controlled local organizations inspires other 
Baltimore philanthropic groups to act in kind.”

OUR FUNDING

Baltimore Beat is a 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax-
deductible as permitted by law. Donations go toward our print and 
online journalism, supporting the Beat’s mission of providing free 
news in print and online. By donating to Baltimore Beat, you help 
make community-focused news more accessible to all. 

baltimorebeat.com/donate
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Thanksgiving is almost here, so food was on our mind as we prepared for this issue. Following that impulse, 

Arts and Culture Editor Teri Henderson talked to Dorian Brown about Neopol Savory Smokery. Brown has 
been working in food service for several decades now, and Neopol offers all kinds of smoked treats like mussels, 
shrimp, and chicken. Their smoked salmon BLT is iconic.

Deputy News Editor J. Brian Charles took a deep dive into City Councilmember Ryan Dorsey’s single-
family zoning legislation. The sometimes-controversial legislator says it is one way of addressing blight, but 
some people worry it’s just introducing more problems.

“Just because you create more housing doesn’t make it affordable. You have to be intentional and you have 
to make sure the housing stays affordable over time,” Carol Ott, tenant advocacy director at Fair Housing Action 
Center of Maryland, told us.

Also in this issue you’ll find more information about Mayor Brandon Scott’s Squeegee Collaborative and 
a review of “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever,” along with a review of a new art exhibition at Creative Alliance.

And now a few housekeeping notes:

We’ll be taking a break after our next issue, which will go live November 30. I’m grateful for the way 
Baltimore has welcomed us back since our relaunch in August. I’m also extremely proud of our staff, who turn 
out excellent work every single time. We are going to use the holidays to rest and rejuvenate so we can keep 
bringing you great issues in the new year. We’ll return on January 11, 2023.

To prepare for our final issue of 2022, we want your family’s holiday cards. Send us photos of your family 
at Christmas, Kwanzaa, or Hanukkah — whether they be from last year or 20 years ago. Some of the photos you 
send will go in the pages of Baltimore Beat and all will be published on our website. It’s part of our work to be a 
reflection of our community. Email them to photo@baltimorebeat.com by November 25.

Lisa Snowden, Editor-in-Chief

Use this QR code to read and 
share this story online.

CORRECTIONS
From Issue 7 (November 2, 2022): “The Art of Black Movement” incorrectly stated that admission to  “A Movement 
In Every Direction: Legacies of the Great Migration” was free to all visitors. While the exhibition is free to BMA 
Members, children ages six and under, and student groups, tickets are required for all other groups. Ticket prices 
are $15 for adults, $13 for seniors, $12 for groups, $5 for students with ID, and $5 for youth ages 7 to 18.

Also from Issue 7, our voter guide incorrectly stated what was on the ballot for Question I, the charter amendment 
to change the composition of the committee which oversees the city’s Inspector General. The ballot question asks 
voters whether they want to expand the size and alter the composition of that oversight committee.
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Baltimore has a math problem. And it’s 
not just how much money it spends on 

its police budget. WIth more than 14,000 
vacant homes — and that’s the official city 
count, housing advocates estimate the 
number of vacant houses at closer to 40,000 
— investing in a home in the city can be a 
dicey proposition. Making matters worse, 
according to one city councilman, is a set 
of arcane zoning regulations that make it 
hard to convert a single-family house into 
multiple units to be rented out or sold.

Ryan Dorsey, who represents the city’s 
third district, doesn’t believe the math behind 

Baltimore’s housing market works. What’s 
the point, Dorsey has argued, in buying a 
large rowhouse with more space than a small 
family needs to live in if the space requires 
thousands of dollars in repairs.

“There are houses that have no 
economically feasible way to become 
habitable as single-family houses,” 
Dorsey told Baltimore Beat. “Allowing 
for the conversion from single-family 
into multifamily is a vital part of blight 
elimination that we are stifling at present 
by requiring the city council to pass an 
ordinance for each individual one.” 

In late September, Dorsey, whose City 
Council district is made up largely of 
single-family homes, pushed a plan to do 
away with single-family zoning in certain 
sections of the city and ease restrictions 
on homeowners wishing to convert their 
single-family homes to multi-unit dwellings. 
Dorsey is a consistent critic of car-focused 
development, and the bill, in some cases, 
eliminates off-street parking requirements 
tied to residential development.

Baltimore’s Math Equation
Housing in Baltimore is a numbers game.

by J. Brian Charles

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

CONTINUES ON PG. 7

Left: This map shows the areas of the city where property owners currently have the right to convert their properties to multi family units. Right: This map shows the areas of the city where 
properties would become eligible for conversion to multi-dwelling units under a proposal in front of the City Council. Photo courtesy of Baltimore City Council District 3 Office.
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Judges are in a uniquely powerful position 
in courtrooms. Their discretion in applying 

their power often defines people’s lives for years. 
Judicial discretion is defined by Cornell Law 
School as “a judge’s power to make a decision 
based on their individual evaluation, guided 
by the principles of law.” Much like cops, even 
when they clearly act outside the bounds of their 
authority, they are not held accountable in the 
moment. At best, another authority will remedy 
their wrong after the fact. In the meantime, the 
public must accept the consequences of their 
decisions. Thus, judges often act with impunity.

Judges act outside their authority in 
several ways. Most of the abuses of authority 
by judges observed by Baltimore Courtwatch 
volunteers falls into one of two categories: 
ignoring the legal standards that should 
apply in a given case, or adding standards 
that act as additional hurdles the defense 
must overcome. Both of these happen daily 
throughout our judicial system at every 
level.

In practice, both of these possibilities 
almost exclusively harm the accused 
in a courtroom. Both also produce 
quite a conundrum for attorneys and 
defendants alike. You can comply and 
accept consequences that may, in theory, 
be addressed later on. Or fight and risk 
alienating the person who will continue to 
make decisions that affect you or your cases.

Baltimore Courtwatch volunteers 
have witnessed this dynamic consistently 
with every judge we’ve observed, with few 
exceptions.

Baltimore City Circuit Court Judge 
Jeannie J. Hong regularly presides over bail 
reviews. From January through October of 
this year, Courtwatch observed 252 hearings 
where she issued a ruling. In 64 percent of 
those rulings, defendants were held without 
bond. When looking at the hearings observed 
by Baltimore Courtwatch from January to 
October, fewer than 50 percent of hearings 
in Baltimore City Circuit Court end with the 
defendant being held without bond.

In a September report in Baltimore 
Beat, Courtwatch explained how judges 
rely on police reports to determine whether 
a person is granted bail. Police reports are 
taken “in a light most favorable” to the state, 

which places the burden on the defendant. 
In other words, the police account of events 
is assumed to be fact, stacking the deck 
against the accused.

Judges often add barriers to agreeing to 
release someone — either with or without 
electronic home monitoring. For example, 
a defense attorney may inform the court 
that their client has a medical condition 
that makes incarceration especially 
dangerous for them, or employment that 
will be terminated if they are not released, 
or required attendance at school. Hong 
has insisted consistently that anything 
mentioned by the defense that speaks 
favorably towards their client’s release is 
backed up by documentation — often in 
triplicate.

All other judges we have observed 
will accept that, as “officers of the 
court,” attorneys know that lying is 
unprofessional, unethical, and can lead 
to severe consequences. Hong requires 
official certified school records simply to 
prove enrollment, medical records to prove 
any medical condition asserted exists, 
and that employers verify the defendant’s 
employment.

This may seem reasonable in the sense 
that providing evidence is a good thing; 
however, in the exact same hearings in 
which she demands documentation from 
defendants, the accounts of police and the 
prosecutor are assumed to be fact, despite 
evidence of police misconduct in the 
Baltimore Police Department, which has led 
to criminal convictions and federal oversight 
of the agency. In fact, they are assumed to be 
fact even when the defense is able to provide 
video or other evidence that disproves 
the State’s assertion. When that happens, 
defense attorneys are often told by judges 
that they are not there to “try the case.” 
The bail review hearing, judges often say, is 
not to determine guilt or innocence. Nor is 
it to determine the validity of the charges. 
We note it is also not to hold evidentiary 
hearings to determine anyone’s school, 
employment, or housing situation.

This is beyond what the law requires. 
Still, defense attorneys are suddenly 
required to provide documentation that 
can only be obtained from third parties 

like schools, employers, and hospitals. The 
result is defendants, their loved ones, and 
their defense attorneys scrambling to prove 
the accused has a medical condition, like 
asthma. All while their lawyers are barred 
from challenging more substantial issues in 
criminal cases like police reports, witness 
accounts, and body camera evidence. Much 
like the rate at which people are held 
without bond, these unduly burdensome and 
arbitrary requirements are determined by 
the happenstance of which judge is hearing 
cases that day.

Baltimore Courtwatch volunteers 
have observed Hong and others make 
astoundingly biased statements about who 
she is willing to release.

In one case, Hong initially refused to 
release a child who had been assaulted inside 
a jail, explaining she had done it for his own 
safety. Hong referred to recent violence at 
a local high school where the accused was a 
student, and did not release the child until 
the defendant’s parent showed proof the teen 
had been enrolled at another school.

In doing so, Hong was exposing the child 
to potential harm in jail. Young and disabled 
people are often targeted for violence inside 
jails. In fact, two people have died in Central 
Booking in the last month — Javarick 
Gantt and Cortez Johnson. Gantt’s death 
has been ruled a homicide. As of deadline 
for this report, no cause of death has been 
announced in Johnson’s case. Regarding 
the cases above, each of these students 
remains held without bond, to the best of our 
knowledge.

Placing this type of additional burden 
on the accused means that more people 
are held while they await the opportunity 
to argue their innocence. Each of these 
people, arrested by a police department 
currently under a consent decree due to the 
department’s consistent violation of civil 
rights, deserves better. So do their families 
who suffer along with them. l

Baltimore Courtwatch: The power of judges
The judiciary wields unchecked power in Baltimore courtrooms.

by Baltimore Courtwatch

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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Wednesday, November 16
Commission on Sustainability Meeting: Join the 
Commission on Sustainability each month to learn 
about initiatives, projects, and programs intended to 
make the city more sustainable, more equitable, and 
more climate resilient. Virtual. 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. For 
more information, go to: baltimoresustainability.org 
or call: 410-396-7526.

Affirming Black Families November Meeting: A 
new parent education and capacity building program 
for Black parents and caregivers of LGBTQ youth. 
Virtual. 6:30 p.m. For more information, go to: 
blaqequitybaltimore.org.

West Wednesdays: Hear about the ongoing fight for 
police accountability in the Tyrone West case and for 
all victims of police misconduct. 7 p.m. This event 
happens every Wednesday. For more information, go 
to: facebook.com/justicefortyronewest.

Thursday, November 17
Transit Choices November Meeting: A panel 
discussion on the power of partnerships. 8:30 to 9:30 
a.m. Virtual. See Facebook page for Zoom link. For 
more information, go to: transitchoices.org or call: 
410-528-8696.

Food Rescue Giveaway: A food rescue in Southwest 
Baltimore’s historic Pigtown neighborhood. Wear a 
mask and bring your own bags and boxes. 1:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at Old Major, 900 South Carey Street. For 
more information, go to: foodrescuebaltimore.org.

Parent and Community Advisory Board Meeting: 
PCAB serves to advise the CEO of Baltimore City 
Public Schools and the Baltimore City Board of 
School Commissioners about how parents, families, 
the community, and educators can collaborate to help 
our youth succeed. Virtual. 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. For 
more information, go to: pcabbaltimore.org/home or 
call: 443-642-4647.

Friday, November 18
Harlem Park Resource Fair: Criminal record 
expungement, clothing giveaway, resume help, and 
more. Noon to 5 p.m. at Harlem Park Recreation 
Center, 700 North Calhoun Street. For more 
information, go to: marylandjusticeproject.org.

Saturday, November 19
Trot the Trail 5K: Fresh air, fitness, and fun. ($5) 
8 a.m. at Herring Run Park, 3800 Belair Road. For 
more information, email: events@charmcityrun.com. 

 
B’more Blooms: What do Rain Gardens and Oysters 
have in common?: Learn what a bi-valved mollusk 
has in common with a flourishing native rain garden. 
10 a.m. to noon at Boston Street Park. For more 
information, email: info@waterfrontpartnership.org 
or call: 443-743-3308.

Citywide Tenants Meeting: An opportunity for 
tenants to learn their rights. Virtual. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting ID: 814 6069 1932. Passcode: 682042. 
For more information, go to: bmorerentersunited.org.

Cranksgiving: This scavenger hunt/food drive sends 
teams of riders across the city to collect food items 
to benefit the Franciscan Center and Moveable Feast 
food banks. No registration needed and this event is 
free to enter but expect to spend at least $20 buying 
groceries. Bring a pen and a way to carry groceries. 1 
p.m. kickoff followed by a 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. celebration 
party at Charm City Meadworks, 400 East Biddle 
Street. For more information, go to: cranksgiving.org.

Catherine’s Family Youth Services 8th Annual 
Thanksgiving Giveaway: Free turkeys and 
Thanksgiving food bags will be available. First come, 
first served. 1 p.m. at James D. Gross Recreational 
Hall, 4600 Lanier Avenue. For more information, go 
to: catherinesfamilyandyouthservices.org or call: 
443-429-0215.

Sunday, November 20
Park Heights Community Family Fun Day: 
Informative vendors to help with rent assistance, 
BGE assistance, and more. 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Rebirth 
Tabernacles of Glory, 2501 Springhill Avenue. For 
more information, go to: boldnewheights.org.

Fresh Food Give Away: Free produce and 
baked goods. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Northwood Branch, 4420 Loch 
Raven Boulevard. For more information, email: 
 Thekeepers.hopedealers@gmail.com.

Transgender Day of Remembrance Ceremony: 
Event   serves to raise public awareness of hate crimes 
against transgender people, as well as to publicly 
mourn and honor the lives of our community 
members who might otherwise be forgotten. 2 to 3 
p.m. at Downtown Cultural Arts Center, 401 North 
Howard Street.

Monday, November 21
Baltimore City Council Meeting: Convening of the 
Baltimore City Council. 5 p.m. at Baltimore City 
Hall, 100 Holliday Street. For more information, 
go to: baltimorecity.gov or call: 410-396-3100. 

Tuesday, November 22
Criminal Record Expungement Fair: 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at Northwest Career Center, 2401 Liberty Heights 
Avenue, Suite 302. For more information, go to: moed.
baltimorecity.gov or call: 410-396-7873.

53 Families Thanksgiving Dinner Event: 
Thanksgiving dinner with family, friends, and football 
players. Registration required. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Baltimore Convention Center, 1 West Pratt Street. For 
more information, go to: 53familiesfoundation.org.

Wednesday, November 23
Third Annual Feeding the Homeless: An 
opportunity to provide meals and toiletries to people 
who need them. Noon to 4 p.m. at Healthcare for the 
Homeless, 421 Fallsway. For more information, email: 
veriahorton@gmail.com.

Thursday, November 24
Y Turkey Trot Charity 5K: Baltimore City: Proceeds 
from the Y Turkey Trot Charity 5K support the Y 
Open Doors fund, enabling access and inclusion 
in healthy Y programs for all. 8:30 a.m. at The 
Weinberg Y in Waverly, 900 East 33rd Street. For more 
information, email: ashleyfunk@ymaryland.org or call:  
410-889-9622.

Friday, November 25
Buy A Tree. Change A Life: Christmas tree sale 
raises money for kids globally and locally. Nov. 25 to 
Dec. 9 at Port Covington. For more information, go to: 
cityofrefugebaltimore.org or call 410-355-6707.

Sunday, November 27
Lunch Patrol… Thanksgiving Edition: Bring food or 
donate supplies. 1 p.m. at 2406 Woodbrook Avenue. 
For more information, go to: bdeebaltimorelove.org 
or call: 410-622-9519.

Wednesday, November 30
AIDS Action Baltimore Town Hall: Organization’s 
November town hall meeting. 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at First and Franklin Presbyterian Church, 210 
West Madison Street. For more information, go to: 
aidsactionbaltimore.org or call: 410-837-2437.

Government and Community Events
Here’s our weekly listing of government and community events around the city.

by Lisa Snowden

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, send 
information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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Wes Moore is Maryland’s governor-elect, and with 
this win he makes history as our state’s first 

Black governor. Baltimore hasn’t always had the best 
relationship with Annapolis. Current Governor Larry 
Hogan has often taken aim at our city, saying leaders 
aren’t tough enough on crime, lying about the police 
being defunded, and visiting mostly just for Ravens 
games and press events. Moore, on the other hand, 
has enjoyed a much friendlier relationship — in fact, 
he won the support of many of Baltimore’s elected 
officials early on in his campaign. Does the fact that 
he looks like the majority Black population of this 
city mean that he’ll look out for the people here? We 
shall see.

Marylanders overwhelmingly approved a ballot 
measure that made it legal for people 21 and over 
to possess and even grow some weed, starting July 
1. Here in Baltimore, voters approved several ballot 
initiatives, including one backed by the chairman 
of Sinclair Broadcast Group that would limit the 
mayor, comptroller, and City Council to two four-year 
terms. As we said in our election guide, rich folks 
meddling in city business can be cause for concern. 
Baltimoreans are no stranger to scandal from their 
electeds, but critics say this measure isn’t the way 
out of that — they argue that this measure creates a 
vacuum of institutional knowledge.

Citizens also backed a measure that turns local 
control of police over to city officials. The Baltimore 
Police Department has been run by the state of 
Maryland since 1860. What does this mean when city 
leaders still overwhelmingly give the police whatever 
they want, year after year, as crime continues to rise?

Tyree Moorehead, 46, who was better known as 
rapper and anti-violence activist Tyree Colion, 

died November 6 after a Baltimore City Police 
officer fired multiple shots at him. It happened at the 
intersection of Lafayette and North Fulton avenues, 
where officers said they were responding to reports of 
a woman being attacked.

Moorehead was known for using spray paint to 
designate “no shoot” zones at places where people 
had been shot throughout the city. In 2016, when 
a vigil for the slain rapper Lor Scoota turned into a 

tense standoff with police in riot gear, Moorehead 
negotiated a solution and helped de-escalate the 
situation between mourners and the same department 
that ultimately killed him.

Moorehead’s cousin, Carlie McCaskill, told 
WBAL-TV that he had struggled with mental health. 
Onlookers said that the officer kept shooting him 
even after he was clearly injured and on the ground.

“That’s what made me upset,” Demontea Madison 
told The Baltimore Sun. “He didn’t have to shoot him 
like that.”

This apparent tendency of  Baltimore police to 
“shoot first and ask questions later” when it comes to 
mental health is not new. Last Christmas, Baltimore 
City Police shot and injured a man in crisis, who 
they say claimed to have a bomb and pointed a gun 
at police. Police initially reported that the man shot 
a gun at them, although they later revealed that the 
gun was inoperable.

In a statement released a few days after 
Moorehead’s death, the Baltimore branch of the 
NAACP asked these questions:

Squeegee kids — poor, mostly Black young people 
who clean windshields at busy traffic lights and 

intersections in the city — have long been punching 
bags for the powerful. Instead of taking aim at the 
poverty conditions that compel these kids into 
working on street corners, politicians, business 
owners, and many local media outlets have decided 
that the kids themselves are the problem. This all 
came to a head in July, when 48-year-old Timothy 
Reynolds got out of his car and crossed several lanes 
of traffic to charge at a group of kids working at a 

busy downtown intersection. One child had a gun and 
pulled it out and shot Reynolds, killing him. The child 
has since been charged as an adult.

In the aftermath of Reynolds’ death, Mayor 
Brandon Scott assembled a so-called Squeegee 
Collaborative, made up of civil rights activists, 
nonprofit leaders, and some of the kids themselves. 
The results of their work were released in early 
November. Some of the solutions collaborative 
members came up with (caseworkers who can 
connect kids with support services, job readiness 
resources, and mentorship opportunities) seem fine. 
However, the plan also calls for the establishment of 
several pilot no-squeegee zones. This potentially puts 
kids back in the line of sight of a police department 
that is still killing members of the community and 
is still under the consent decree put in place after 
Freddie Gray’s death. “You cannot ‘equitably’ remove 
Black people from public space, @MayorBMScott,” 
tweeted activist organization Organizing Black. 
Read more about the collaborative and their work at: 
aamebaltimore.com/squeegee-collaborative.

Talking to Baltimoreans of a certain age, we often 
hear the refrain: “Bring back the recs!” But, over 

the years, more and more city rec centers have closed 
their doors, giving kids in the city fewer opportunities 
for enrichment and play. On November 9, the Middle 
Branch Fitness and Wellness Center opened its 
doors. The structure includes amenities like three 
swimming pools, basketball courts, fitness studios, 
and a multipurpose playing field. City leaders said 
the facility is evidence of their desire to center all of 
Baltimore and to right some of the wrongs enacted on 
kids in the city.

“It is our responsibility as leaders to ensure 
that we do everything in our power to set future 
generations up for success and ensuring access 
to high-quality recreation facilities, parks, and 
greenspaces in our neighborhoods,” Mayor Brandon 
Scott said in a press release that announced the 
center’s official opening. “I am incredibly excited to 
see the impact this facility will have on the quality of 
life of our residents in South Baltimore.” l

Around Baltimore
Here’s our look at important issues the city is talking about.

by Baltimore Beat Staff

The elections are over. Now what?

Baltimore Police shot and killed 
Tyree Moorehead

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

A new rec center for Cherry Hill1. Fourteen shots were discharged from the 
officer’s weapon. Is that use of force justified or 
isthis a case of excessive force?

2. What are the resources or programs that 
are in place or need to be put in place when there 
are patterns of mental health crisis in order to 
circumvent incidences that may cause harm to 
self or others?

3. What are the changes to training or policy 
that BPD will need to implement as a result of 
this incident?

Squeegee Kids
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Dorsey believes a denser, more compact 
city will attract homeowners and investors 
who will convert large homes, currently 
restricted to single-family occupancy, to 
apartments. This density will help revitalize 
neighborhoods, attract businesses looking 
for locations in walkable communities, and 
allow transit planners to accommodate a 
workforce living in more densely populated 
neighborhoods.

“Businesses run on people, not cars. 
Building population within walking distance 
to businesses is good for those businesses,” 
Dorsey said, “and it doesn’t limit your 
business to the amount of support so they 
can be fit by how many cars you can park on 
the street in front of it.”

This plan, called upzoning, isn’t new. 
New York City made a similar zoning 
change in the early 2000s. Upzoning has 
become a fashionable policy proposal 
in recent years. Minneapolis and Seattle 
have adopted the policy to combat high 
home prices and reverse the damage done 
by zoning regulations, most of which are 
rooted in historical and institutional racism. 
Dorsey knows this history well, and his 
plan to upzone large swaths of Baltimore 
are informed by his understanding of how 
market forces and race inform the price and 
availability of quality housing.

But Dorsey’s sweeping policy fix has 
found opposition from the same folks he 
insists would stand to gain from upzoning. 
Councilperson James Torrence, whose 
district in West Baltimore could be ground 
zero for single family home conversions, 
has come out against Dorsey’s proposal. 
Torrence sees a different math problem — 
the way a free market solution like the one 
proposed by Dorsey can have unexpected 
consequences. 

“The market will destroy Black wealth,” 
Torrence said.

He points to other cities which, through 
upzoning, unleashed market forces on 
neighborhoods, to devastating effect. 
Take New York City. When Johns Hopkins 
alumnus Michael Bloomberg became 
mayor in 2002, his administration began a 
massive zoning overhaul which led to 6,000 

city blocks being upzoned in six years. This 
signaled to developers that blocks previously 
protected from large development were open 
for new construction of denser high-rise 
apartments. Capacity was added, with an 
additional 180,000 new units in those first six 
years. But rental prices didn’t fall. They went 
up.

“Just because you create more housing 
doesn’t make it affordable,” Carol Ott, 
tenant advocacy director at Fair Housing 
Action Center of Maryland. “You have to be 
intentional and you have to make sure the 
housing stays affordable over time.”

What appeared to be a major overhaul of 
the zoning regulations in New York City was 
actually quite small and targeted. Affluent 
neighborhoods were left alone, and in some 
cases zoning became even more restrictive, 
prohibiting the construction of anything but 
a single-family home. Upzoning was aimed 
mostly at low-income Black and Latino 
communities, and developers looking to get 
the most for their dollar constructed luxury 
apartments instead of affordable housing.

Dorsey’s plan doesn’t cover the entire 
city, and that’s what worries Torrence.

But Torrence also cautions it may not 
work at all. Developers could come in with 
an eye toward converting row homes into 
condominiums priced out of the range of the 
current residents. Or they might not, as was 
the case in Chicago from 2013 to 2015, when 
upzoning in Black neighborhoods did little to 

attract new development, according to MIT 
urban planning professor Yonah Freemark, 
who studied upzoning in the nation’s third 
largest city.

“If we do this broadly,” Torrence said 
about upzoning across the city, “it may work.”

But considering how closely wealthy 
neighborhoods border impoverished 
communities throughout the city, Torrence 
worries that this piecemeal approach from 
City Hall could wreak havoc on the market. 
Neighborhoods spared from upzoning could 
retain and even gain in value, while those 
where single-family zoning is banned could 
be subject to increased density that makes 
them less attractive to homebuyers.

“It may create a void where wealth is 
diminished along neighborhoods on the 
border,” Torrence added.

Many of the homes that would be 
eligible for conversion under Dorsey’s plans 
are owned by older Baltimoreans on fixed 
incomes. To housing advocates like Ott, 
allowing for conversion  from single-family 

to multi-unit housing would 
enable extended families to 
live in different apartments 
but in the same house.

“It would allow for 
multigenerational households 
to have a place for grandma,” 

Ott said. “When I hear people talk about 
generational wealth, what I think about isn’t 
just money, it’s a stable place for a family to 
live in for generations.”

Torrence agrees with that sentiment, but 
says a sweeping policy is not what’s needed to 
help the elderly age in place. What is needed 
is more direct resources for older people to 

CONTINUED FROM PG. 3
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“Allowing for the conversion from single-
family into multi-family is a vital part of blight 
elimination that we are stifling at present by 
requiring the city council to pass an ordinance 
for each individual one that anybody is trying 
to invest in.”

—Ryan Dorsey, Baltimore City Councilperson

“The market will destroy Black wealth.”
—James Torrence, Baltimore City Councilperson
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fix their homes, and request the conversions 
when needed.

However, those conversions have been 
few and far between. In the last decade, the 
city has only converted a few dozen single-
family residences to multi-unit dwellings. 
And, due to a loophole in Baltimore’s zoning 
regulations — one that failed to garner 
enough support to fix in October — when 
a previously single-family unit which has 
been converted to multi-family has sat idle 
for more than a year, the property reverts 
back to its original zoning designation. They 
can’t be used for anything but a single-family 
dwelling, but are too large to efficiently 
house a typical family unit. This practice 
cuts off people in part of the city from 
neighborhoods with full-service grocery 
stores and easy access to transit.

“Some of the folks who are struggling to 
find affordable, quality housing are resorting 
to the only places that they can afford, 
which are in the farthest out regions of East 
Baltimore and the most concentrated blight 
of West Baltimore,” Dorsey said.

This most recent zoning fight 
underscores a battle over place and property 
deeply rooted in Baltimore history. While 
the first zoning maps were drawn in New 
York City in 2016 in a not-so-perfect attempt 
to separate industrial properties from 
residential, Baltimore and other cities in the 
mid-Atlantic and upper South used zoning to 
segregate Black and white residents.

When Baltimore politicians talk about 
Baltimore being the birthplace of redlining, 
they are talking about zoning regulations. In 
1917, the Supreme Court deemed the practice 
of using zoning regulations to prohibit 
people from certain races from living on 
certain blocks unconstitutional. Cities began 
using density regulations to keep multi-unit 
dwellings separate from single-family homes. 
This, in turn, kept lower-income folks from 
mixing with more affluent residents, which 

had a disproportionate impact on Black 
families, whose incomes were and still are 
typically lower than white families.

“Explicitly racist practices in zoning 
or in mortgage lending were deemed 
unconstitutional,” Dorsey said, “so we 
transitioned from those devices to measured, 
constitutionally acceptable, race-neutral 
language being written into zoning codes.”

Although Dorsey’s plan attempts 
to dismantle this system, the very 
neighborhoods which are living testament to 
exclusionary zoning won’t be included in his 
proposal.

Roland Park and Guilford won’t be 
upzoned under Dorsey’s proposal. The deeds 
to the homes in those neighborhoods are 
tied up in covenant restrictions that don’t 
allow them to be rented or, in some cases, 
divided into multiple units. Torrence is open 
to the idea of challenging these restrictions 
in court.

“We have to really look at what we can do 
that may infringe on the covenants that are 
legal,” he said.

And while he is not completely opposed 
to the idea of changing zoning regulations 
to combat blight and create more dense 
and walkable communities, Torrence would 
like that process brought down to the 
neighborhood level where residents can 
decide whether their block or community 
should or shouldn’t be upzoned. He has 
also been a supporter of City Councilperson 
Odette Ramos’ inclusionary housing bill. 
This legislation would extend the already 
sunsetted inclusionary housing law from 
2007, which created a meager 37 affordable 
housing units in 15 years. Ramos wants to 
make it harder for developers to get waivers 
relieving them of their obligation to build 
affordable housing.

The fight over zoning is only beginning, 
and it’s not clear whether Dorsey’s bill has 
enough support to pass the council. But 
political leaders and housing advocates are 
desperate to do something to make more 
affordable housing in Baltimore and address 
blight. But, as Ott told Baltimore Beat, 
something needs to be done to “make the 
math work.” l

“Just because you create more housing doesn’t 
make it affordable. You have to be intentional 
and you have to make sure the housing stays 
affordable over time.”

—Carol Ott, tenant advocacy director at Fair 
Housing Action Center of Maryland
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The Neopol Savory Smokery 
location on Hollins Street was 

buzzing with activity when we shot 
the photos for this story. I noticed 
several hospital staff stopping in to 
buy lunch, along with other people 
who were also at the hospital to 
visit relatives. Neopol staff made it a 
point to take time to speak with each 
person, ask them their preferences, 
and offer them samples. The 
restaurant was warm, enveloping, 
and comfortable.

My first visit to Neopol Savory 
Smokery was over 15 years ago at their 

Belvedere Square location. I was visiting 
my cousin Nettsannett that summer. 
When I moved to Baltimore in 2016, 
I started going more frequently. The 
quality of the food is as spectacular, 
as is the level of customer service.

Neopol Savory Smokery 
specializes in smoked meats and 
sides. You may have seen their 
smoked mussels and lobster rolls at a 
local farmers market. It is co-owned 
by mother and son duo Barbara 
Lahnstein and Dorian Brown. 
Whether at Belvedere Square, their 
location at Union Station, or on 

Hollins Street, Neopol makes you feel 
special. When setting up the shoot for 
this issue, Brown was adamant that 
we included every member of the 
team, not just the more public and 
familiar facing parts of the crew, like 
he and his mother.

I met with Brown over Zoom. 
Brown has been working in food 
service since the early ’90s. We talked 
about sandwiches, the importance of 
quality customer service, and how he 
and his mother have built a business 
that is known for making people feel 
welcome and well-fed. You can find 

Thanksgiving with Neopol Savory Smokery
A few recipes from Neopol Savory Smokery for your friendsgiving or Thanksgiving celebrations.

by Teri Henderson

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

Stanley Jean-Mary and Dorian Brown prepare an order for a guest at Neopol Savory Smokery’s Hollins Street location. Photo by Cameron Snell.
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our conversation online by scanning the QR 
code that accompanies this story.

Holidays can be difficult for people 
with non-traditional backgrounds, and 
for those who are grieving, those who are 
marginalized, these last few months of the 
year can be lonely and isolating. One of my 
favorite things about this time of year is the 
opportunity to be still and reflect about the 
things that I am grateful for, including my 
friends and chosen family. Here are some 
recipes from Neopol Savory Smokery that 
you can make at home for your friendsgiving 
or more traditional Thanksgiving 
celebrations. If you don’t feel like cooking, 
I suggest stopping by one of their locations, 
which will make you feel like you are at 
home. Happy Thanksgiving!

Neopol Savory Smokery co-owner Barbara Lahnstein at 
Neopol Savory Smokery’s Hollins Street Location. 
Photo by Cameron Snell.

Smoked Shrimp
Ingredients:

• 1 pound (about 10) shrimp, cleaned

Marinade:

• 2 Tablespoons honey

• 1 Tablespoon soy sauce

• 2 cloves fresh garlic (diced)

• 4 Tablespoons olive oil

• 1 Tablespoons chili powder

1. Combine all ingredients for marinade.

2. Toss shrimp in marinade and refrigerate for 1 hour.

3. Smoke shrimp for 25-30 minutes at 275°.

4. Serve right away.

Smoked shrimp garnished with lemons on display at Neopol Savory Smokery. Photo by Cameron Snell.



11BALTIMOREBEAT.COM

Smoked salmon cakes at Neopol Savory Smokery. Photo by Cameron Snell.

Ingredients:
• 12 Ounces hot smoked salmon  

• 1/5 Cup panko bread crumbs

• 2 Tablespoons mayonnaise 

• 1/4 Cups roasted sweet corn 

• 2 Tablespoons white onion 

• 1 Teaspoon Dijon mustard

• 1 Large egg

• Pinch of salt and pepper 

• 1 Tablespoon of olive oil 

• 1 Lemon 

1. In a medium-sized bowl, shred the salmon using your hands or a fork until it is finely chopped. Mix flaked salmon 

with all ingredients except the bread crumbs. After everything is mixed, fold in bread crumbs.

2. Divide the mixture evenly into either 4 cakes or 8 mini-cakes.

3. Heat a non-stick pan over medium-high heat and add oil. Cook the cakes for 3-4 minutes on each side until golden brown.

4. Enjoy!

Smoked Salmon Cakes

Ingredients:
• 4 Pounds pork shoulder

Dry rub:

• 3 Tablespoons brown sugar

• 2 Tablespoons cumin

• 3 Tablespoons granulated garlic

• 2 Tablespoons kosher salt

• 2 Tablespoons chipotle power

• 1 Tablespoon cinnamon

• 2 Tablespoons black pepper (ground)

• 5 Cups pork fat

Smoked Pulled Pork

1. Coat the shoulder with the dry rub and refrigerate for 12-24 hours.

2. Place shoulder in a deep pan with pork fat. Cover and cook for  
5 hours in a 250° oven.

3. Remove pork from fat and place inside smoker for 1.5 hours at 
200-250°.

4. After cooking, the meat should be fork-tender and fall apart. l
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Robert Pruitt. A Song for 
Travelers (detail). 2022. 
Courtesy the artist and 

Koplin Del Rio Gallery

Discover the cultural and artistic impacts of the Great Migration. 
This exhibition features 12 contemporary artists refl ecting on 
their connections to the South and the many ways in which 
America has been shaped by this diaspora.
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Murjoni Merriweather: The Walk, the new 
exhibition on display from October 28 

to December 3 at Creative Alliance, provides 
space for a transformative and engaging visit 
with both the artwork and with the artist’s 
practice. There is an abundance of visual 
information: sculptures, process drawings, 
video, books, as well as decorative objects 
like candles, plants, drapes and lights. 
The journey of this exhibition, with these 
artworks — and, by extension, with the 
artist — is never cold or solemn. The Walk is 
full and grounding.

Baltimore native Murjoni Merriweather 
is a sculptor who creates figurative busts of 
Black people. They are adorned in jewelry, 
dusted with glitter, and are on display in the 
full and expansive range of Black life — one 
figure’s full beard is accompanied by a lush 
afro; others have locs piled high and wrapped 
in fabric. Merriweather was formerly a 
resident at Creative Alliance (2019-2022), 
and the show features works pulled from that 

period, as well as her 2022  
Alma Lewis Artist Residency, 
a three-month long residency 
in Pennsylvania where artists 
receive private studios.

In the center of the gallery 
is “Cycle Circle,” composed of 
eight pedestals representing 
the artist’s process of 
completing her sculptures, 
starting with a mound of 
unshaped clay and ending in 
a fully embodied decorative 
bust. As a visitor physically 
navigates the space, like 
clockwork, the mound is 
molded by Merriweather’s 
invisible hands; each stage 
adds a layer of completion, 
from clay, to paint, to 
final details. This portion 
of the exhibition is also 
accompanied by a time-lapse 
process video.

“K A I Z E N” is a bust of a 
female figure covered in matte 
onyx paint. “K A I Z E N”’s 
full lips, large gold hoop 
earrings,and angular face is 
framed by thick strands of 
loc’d hair, tied in a loose knot 
at the top of her head. “K A I Z 
E N” is displayed on a pedestal 
in front of “T O R A (sketch)”, 

a framed drawing made in her studio, that 
would eventually become a sketch on display 
in this gallery. Other sketches are on display 
throughout the space, marked with the 
artist’s fingerprints, pigment and smudges, 
with notes about details she’d like to include 
on subsequent sculptures.

The exhibition ends in an opportunity 
to interact with the artist’s work and with 
ourselves. At a table there are notecards and 
pens, and Merriweather invites the viewer 
to answer the question “HOW DO YOU 
TRULY FEEL?”, and to “ADD IT TO THE 
WALL’’ where various notecards are pinned 
and layered. The wall also features a web of 
references from the artist’s oeuvre, source 
images, and bags of hair, sourced from local 
beauty supply stores, which Merriweather 
styles her figures with.

This moment in the show forced me into 
a stillness that I have not recently been able 
to achieve; it was a contemplative space 
that I deeply appreciated. In this corner of 
the exhibition, a bookshelf holds books that 
evoke creative contemplation, including bell 
hooks’ “All About Love” as well as “Alberto 
Giacometti: Toward The Ultimate Figure” 
(whose cover references Merriweather’s 
process installation a few steps away). And at 
various points in the gallery there are plants, 
breathing life into the space and adding 
another layer of warmth and comfort. l 

Murjoni Merriweather: The Walk is currently on 
view in the Main Gallery at Creative Alliance, 3134 
Eastern Avenue, through December 3. It is also 
viewable online at: creativealliance-onview.org/
murjoni-merriweather-the-walk.

A sculpture displayed in Murjoni Merriweather’s The Walk exhibition at Creative Alliance. 
Photo by Dominic Green. Courtesy of Creative Alliance.

Murjoni Merriweather: 
The Walk
In “The Walk,” Murjoni Merriweather provides the space for a 
visit with both the artwork and with the artist’s practice.

by Teri Henderson

Installation view of Murjoni Merriweather’s The Walk at Creative Alliance. 
Left: T O R A (Sketch)”; Right: “K A I Z E N”.  
Photo by Dominic Green. Courtesy of Creative Alliance.

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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Thursday, November 17
Third Thursday Creative Freelancer Happy Hour 
Networking: A monthly networking event for 
independent creatives, consultants, and freelancers. A 
chance to meet others in person to exchange advice and 
create connections. 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Busboys and 
Poets, 3224 Saint Paul Street. For more information, go 
to: busboysandpoets.com or call: 410- 497-7114.

Hackerman Foundation Best & Next Lecture Series: 
W. Kamau Bell: Comedian, author, director, and Emmy-
award winning television host W. Kamau Bell will offer 
his thoughts on the current state of race and politics in 
America. W. Kamau Bell will be joined in conversation 
by Karsonya Wise Whitehead, host of Today with Dr. 
Kaye on WEAA 88.9 FM. (Free; Registration required) 
7 p.m. at Enoch Pratt Central Library, Central Hall, 
400 Cathedral Street. For more information, go to: 
prattlibrary.org or call: 410-396-5430.

Mingle at the Mill: Annual holiday exhibition and 
open studios at Clipper Mill. Complimentary light 
bites by Woodberry Kitchen, live music, and a cash 
bar. 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Foundry Building Patio 
and Fire Pit, 2010 Clipper Mill Park Road. For more 
information, email: ClipperMillPOA@wpmllc.com or 
call: 443-955-4308.

Film Premiere: Tax Broke: Investigative documentary 
explores the history of the city’s fraught relationship 
with artificially imposed boundaries, codified 
segregation, and, finally, a political economy fueled 
by hundreds of millions of dollars in tax incentives 
doled out behind closed doors. 6 p.m. at The Real News 
Network, 231 Holliday Street. For more information, go 
to: therealnews.com.

Voyages: Chapter 2: An immersive audiovisual 
journey, an after-party with live music, and local food 
vendors. ($50) 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at National Aquarium, 
501 East Pratt Street. For more information, go to: 
aqua.org or call: 410-576-3800.

Friday, November 18
Memento Mori Opening Reception: Join the artists 
and curator Catherine Borg at the opening reception, 
which will feature a pop-up speakeasy bar designed by 
No Land Beyond with beverages crafted by mixologist 
Ciara Newton, and live performances by Michele Blue 
and Carrie Fucile & Brenton Lim. Memento mori is an 
art exhibition celebrating the history and future of 
108 West North Ave, a former funeral home in Station 
North Arts District. Featuring the artwork of Amy 
Berbert Vu, Antonio McAfee, Bao Nguyen, Carrie 
Fucile & Brenton Lim, Dina Fiasconaro, Edgar Reyes, 
Jill Fannon, Lynn Silverman, Michele Blu, Stephen 

Hendee, and Webster Phillips. 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at The 
Parlor, 108 West North Avenue. For more information, 
go to: stationnorth.org, email: info@stationnorth.org, 
or call: 410-244-1775.

BCS Sound Check: Eze Jackson: Baltimore’s own 
musical powerhouse Eze Jackson will bring the house 
down as both musician and storyteller with his brand 
new autobiographical theatrical solo show. ($10) 8:30 
p.m. at Baltimore Center Stage, Deering Lobby, 
700 North Calvert Street. For more information, 
go to: centerstage.org, call 410-332-0033, or email 
info@centerstage.org.

Natural Velvet, Mowder Oyal, Hormone, and The 
Treasury (RVA):  A night of genre-bending music. 
($10-$15) 7:30 p.m. At The Crown Baltimore, 1910 
North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
thecrownbaltimore.tumblr.com or call: 410-625-4848.

5th Annual Black Girls Vote Ball: The 5th 
Annual Black Girls Vote Ball will celebrate the 
accomplishments of Black women in politics, activism, 
and advocacy who are making a difference not only in 
their community but around the world. Funds raised 
from this event will help Black Girls Vote (BGV) 
expand their mission of voter education, engagement, 
and empowerment. ($200-$2,500) 7 p.m. at Martin’s 
West, 6817 Dogwood Road. For more information, 
email: info@blackgirlsvote.com or call: 410-944-9433.

Zoo Lights: A brilliant seasonal spectacle is coming 
to the zoo again this winter! Walk through a festival 
of lights shaped like wildlife and your face might 
just light up too. 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Maryland 
Zoo, 1 Safari Place. For more information, go to: 
marylandzoo.org/special_events/zoo-lights or call: 
410-396-7102.

Saturday, November 19
A Night In Red With Eric!: A birthday celebration 
for the birthday of Mera’s very own Eric Skinner, and a 
fundraiser for the Alzheimer’s Association. If you are 
unable to join, but would like to make a donation, you 
can do so via www.alz.org. 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Mera 
Kitchen Collective, 1301 North Calvert Street. For 
more information, go to: www.mera.kitchen/events, 
email: hello@mera.kitchen, or call 443-681-9855.

Christmas Village In Baltimore: Tree Lighting 
Ceremony and Preview Weekend: Celebrate the return of 
the Christmas Village in Baltimore. Don’t miss the WCU’s 
“A Moment of Magic” chapter and take pictures with your 
favorite princesses, fairies, and superheroes! Be enchanted 
by a performance by the Girl Scouts of Maryland Chorus. 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at West Shore Park near the Inner Harbor. 
For more information, go to: www.baltimore-christmas.
com or email: info@baltimore-christmas.com.

Sunday, November 20
The Black Mall: Come through and support two floors 
of Black Baltimore Excellence. Shop for the holidays 
from a selection of artworks, gift items, vegan and 
non vegan foods, candles, jewelry, and more. ALL are 
welcome and encouraged to bring their positivity and 
great energy to support the amazing vendors. 2 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at The Garage, 6 East Lafayette Avenue. For 
more information, go to: thebaltimorescene.org or 
text: 443-248-2596.

Preserving Legacies: A panel discussion to explore 
the process of preserving the legacies and stories of 
Black culture through a series of presentations by 
artists and archivists, including Savannah Wood, 
artist and executive director of Afro Charities; Jelisa 
Blumberg, creative director of Black Baltimore Digital 
Database, Larry W. Cook, artist and assistant professor 
of photography at Howard University; and Webster 
Phillips III, artist, archivist, and grandson of longtime 
Baltimore Afro-American photographer Henry Phillips 
Sr. who has documented his grandfather’s work on 
ihenryphoto.com. The program will be moderated by 
Community Arts Fellow for the Billie Holiday Center for 
Liberation Arts Jeneanne Collins. (Free; Registration 
required) 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Baltimore Museum 
of Art, 10 Art Museum Drive.  For more information, go 
to: artbma.org or call: 443-573-1700.

Monday, November 21
Thanksgiving Cooking Class at Schola: Learn how 
to make Thanksgiving appetizers and sides at this 
BYOB cooking class at Schola, including: prosciutto 
wrapped gorgonzola stuffed Dates, sweet potato soup 
with coconut milk and Moroccan spiced almonds, 
shaved brussel sprout salad, roasted walnuts, dried 
cranberries, goat cheese and apple cider vinaigrette, 
and more! ($65) 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Schola, 916 
North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
scholacooks.com or call: 443-714-7516.

Lustsickpuppy, Soul Glo, Hostage Crisis, Doubt: 
Hardcore in Baltimore at Ottobar. All Ages. ($13-$15) 
7 p.m. at Ottobar, 549 North Howard Street. For more 
information, go to: theottobar.com or call: 410-662-0069.

Arts + Culture Listings
Here’s our weekly listing of arts and culture events around the city.

by Teri Henderson

Continues on next page → 

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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Wednesday, November 23
Sweet Spot: Britney Blackout: A Thanksgiving Eve 
party to celebrate the legendary Miss Britney Spears. 
Musical performances by P_A_T, Sweet Spot, and Jamie 
CD, hosted by BABY. Britney looks are encouraged, but 
no snakes please! ($10) 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. at The Manor, 
924 North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
themanorbaltimore.com or call: 443-835-1526.

Thursday, November 24
The Quarterly Meeting, Thanksgiving Night 
Edition: It’s the return of the beloved “QUARTERLY 
MEETING.” Featuring art, music, dancing and sounds 
by DJ Tanz, DJ Jamal, DJ Eli, DJ Rod Braxton, DJ 
Biskit, and DJ OJI. ($20-$30) 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at The 
Assembly Room/Ikonik Live, 316 Guilford Avenue. 
For more information, call: 410-967-1740, 443-691-
4491, or 443-850-3560.

Friday, November 25
All Black Holiday Explosion: Special performances 
by The Panama Band, The Rollex Band, and special 
guest DJs. ($30) 7 p.m. at Patapsco Arena, 3301 
Annapolis Road.

Soulful Friday: Come enjoy live music by Gerrell 
& Friends, soul food, and drink specials at Next 
Phaze. Happy hour 4 p.m. with live music from 

8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at Next Phaze Cafe, 112 East 
Lexington Street. For more information, go to: 
nextphazecafe.com or call 410-449-3232.

Saturday, November 26
Black Violin at the BSO: Black violinists Wil B. 
and Kev Marcus combine their classical training 
with hip-hop influences at the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra. As part of their Give Thanks Holiday Tour, 
the group will be joined by DJ SPS and drummer 
Nat Stokes for playful storytelling, whimsical string 
melodies, and hard-hitting beats to highlight the 
unifying pillars of the holiday season: Giving back 
to others and being wholeheartedly thankful. ($45-
$65) 8 p.m. At Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, 
1212 Cathedral Street. for more information, go to: 
bsomusic.org or call: 410-783-800.

Mini Small Bizness Saturday Market: Join four 
small, local businesses to shop for the holidays. Come 
have a drink, a bite, and shop for unique, handmade 
gifts! Vendors include: The Stoop (eclectic fiber 
arts),The Glow Co. (sustainable candles in reusable 
glassware), Fern & Folk (cement pots and sassy 
decor), and Maxi Cif Designs (Handcrafted sterling 
silver jewelry inspired by the Earth and moon). Kick 
off the gift giving season by shopping small and 
supporting local makers. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at R. House, 
301 West 29th Street. For more information, go to: 
r.housebaltimore.com or call: 443- 347-3570.

Drop-In Art Making at the Walters Art Museum: 
Visit the Walters for free art-making activities and 
weekend fun! Inspired by their collection, you 
can create your masterpiece at the museum or 
take supplies home. (Free) All ages are welcome. 
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Walters Art Museum, 600 
North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
thewalters.org or call: 410-547-9000.

VERSION: A Queer Dance Party: VERSION is a 
dance party and space carved out for queer and trans 
people, by queer and trans people. This month’s event 
is part of Baltimore Blaq Pride. ($10) 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
at The Crown Baltimore, 1910 North Charles Street. 
For more information, go to: thecrownbaltimore.
tumblr.com or call: 410-625-4848.

Sunday, November 27
Samuel Prather & The Groove Orchestra Holiday 
Celebration: A night of holiday music and fun with 
Samuel Prather and his critically acclaimed ensemble 
Groove Orchestra. G.O! combines danceable grooves 
with the harmonic elements of jazz in a unique high-
energy package that has been featured at the Funk 
Parade, DC Jazz Fest, and the Howard Theater. In-person 
and streaming. 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at Keystone Korner, 
1350 Lancaster Street. For more information, go to: 
keystonekornerbaltimore.com or call: 410-946-6726.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, 
send information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.
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Aaron Dante has created a platform to highlight voices both in 
Baltimore and beyond. But while he is interested in reaching audiences 

elsewhere, his anchor and roots are here in the city, in Baltimore. He says 
his work is about making sure that misconceptions about this place  are 
dispelled. Whether he’s broadcasting live from Ocean City and interviewing 
politicians, or having scallops and a mezcal neat at Maggie’s Farm, Dante’s 
podcast blends Baltimore pride with an eye towards expansion. He hopes 
to secure more funding to keep the podcast going, and his dream is to 
eventually develop a nonprofit to teach kids to learn how to podcast.

NoPixAfterDark was officially launched as an audio podcast in 2019. 
Fast forward to 2022, and the show is in its fourth season and has expanded 
to video, as well as other platforms like YouTube, and event hosting. 
Platforms can be places, physical or virtual, for community, connection, 
and authentic question-asking. In a seemingly endless sea of podcasts, 
Dante has found a formula to engage listeners and subjects from a wide 
variety of backgrounds and occupations.

In October, I spoke with Aaron Dante over Zoom to discuss the 
evolution of his platform from a party to a podcast, the focus of 
NoPixAfterDark, and what he and other podcasters need in order to keep 
their platforms sustainable.

Teri Henderson: Where are you from? Where are your roots? Where 
are your people from?

Aaron Dante: I was born in Baltimore. My roots are Ohio, Dallas, and 
Syracuse. I moved a lot as a child. My people are from Baltimore. I 
currently live in Waltherson, Northeast Baltimore.

TH: What do you do and why do you do it?

AD: I’m the CEO/Founder/Host of NoPixAfterDark Podcast. I do it because I 
love meeting new and interesting people. I love storytelling. Not everybody 
can do it and connect with the audience.

TH: How did you get started with NoPixAfterDark? And what is your 
vision for it now? Because you don’t just feature folks from Baltimore 
on the show, correct?

AD: NoPix started off for my son. I wanted him to hear some amazing 
stories of his dad’s college friends.

TH: That’s so cool.

AD:  My college friends lived in DC, Philly, New York, and LA. The first 
couple of episodes, I interviewed maybe three people from Baltimore, but 
everyone else was from everywhere else. I have a lot of reach out there in 
LA, San Diego, and San Francisco because of my friends who listen to the 
show. So that was my original vision, it was never only Baltimore-centered. 
Baltimore was a newer audience, and Northeast Baltimore embraced me 
first.

My first real Baltimore interview was Jacq [Jones] from Sugar [A 
now-closed sex toy store in Baltimore’s Hampden neighborhood]. After I 
did that interview with Jacq, I did a couple of interviews with anchors and 
producers from local TV stations. And they said, “Yo, you got something.” 
It is for Baltimore, but I’m expanding. I’ve been [branching out] to DC. You 
have to expand in this game, you can’t stay stagnant. You have to reinvent 
yourself.
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TH: How do you know when a season is done? 
Is it kind of an internal thing where you’re like, 
“Okay, this is enough. This feels complete”?

AD: I take a break in between each season. 
A month and a half to two months break. And 
that’s just me recharging for the first month. I 
recharge, get my life together, but in the back of 
my mind, when I’m ending the old season, I’ve 
already got guests lined up in my head [for the 
next season]. So I might start recording for the 
next season then. Right now, I have episodes 
lined up until January.

TH: You’ve had a lot of success recently. In 
June you partnered with AFRAM. Then you 
broadcast live from the Maryland Association 
of Counties Summer Conference in Ocean City 
in August, where you interviewed Governor-
elect Wes Moore. I’m wondering if you have 
had a moment where you felt, “This is what 
I’m supposed to be doing and I am where I 
want to be.” Or do you feel as if you’re still 
striving for something? Do you recognize that 
your hard work is paying off?

AD: I’m never going to stop being hungry. I keep 
it real. I don’t fake the funk, and I’m always going 
for the best. I was doing this thing with Visit 
Baltimore, they asked me to be a moderator for 
their annual meeting recently. And it made me 
nervous! Because this is the room I always talked 
about being in. When they asked me, it took me 
like a week to respond. I thought: Should I do 
this? Am I mentally ready for this? Have I been 
preparing enough to do this?

And I did it. I prayed on it.

When [Visit Baltimore] announced my 
name, and they gave the background of what 
I’ve done, I teared up for a minute before I got 
on stage. Because when you hear all these things 
you’ve done, you think, “Damn, I’ve done some 
work out here.” But when you hear somebody else 
saying it, it makes it even more special. I worked 
with the US Navy and Fleet Week. I never would 
have thought I’d be riding around in a helicopter, 
or doing stuff like that. It blows my mind. 

TH: So what’s next for NoPixAfterDark?

AD: United Way of Central Maryland is going 
to be sponsoring the show, and that is huge. I’m 
working on an upcoming TV project. What I’m 
looking forward to next year is more sponsors 
to back the show up. The reason I say that is 
because [NoPixAfterDark] can only go so far at 
this point. I need the financial backing to move 
forward.

TH: Why do you say that?

AD: I need the financial backing to do it. I work 
9-to-5. It’s getting harder. It’s getting harder for 
me to keep going. When the sponsorships end, 
could I leave this podcast game? I could, I could 
walk away. Would I feel complete about it? No.

People love the content. They love what 
you’re giving out. But in that same token, it’s 
hard to maintain this. You’re dropping episodes 
every week, you’re doing videos. If anyone knows 
how much videographers cost, you know how 
expensive it is to do these videos every time. I’m 
fortunate enough to have sponsors partially pay 
for these opportunities for me right now.

TH: When you’re thinking about guests you 
want on the show, and stories that you want to 
tell, what do you look for?

AD: I don’t really highlight people that are really 
overused in Baltimore or DC.

When I see people on TV or on the news 
repeatedly, I don’t really want them on the show. 
At the end of the day, my podcast is for the voices 
of the unheard. The voices you hear all the time, 
I don’t really want to have them on the show. I 
try to make the interviews like conversations. 
Like this one we are having. I try to make them 
not feel forced.

I never want to be boxed in. That’s where the 
name “NoPix” comes from. There’s two different 
versions of the name. The PC version is “nothing 
good happens after dark.” I want to shine a 
positive light and tell stories.

The real version is one of my boys got caught 
up one night while we were all living in New York 
City. We were all out at a party. And this before 
we had iPhones. You had to take your camera 
into Duane Reade to get the photos developed. 
And in one of the photos he was whispering in 
this young lady’s ear — that wasn’t his wife’s.

TH: Oh Jesus.

AD: When the photo came out, everyone 
was passing the photo around, like, “Oh, that 
was a good time.” And then they were like, 
“OHHHHHH.” And I was like, “NoPixAfterDark.” 

[Both laugh.]

That’s where NoPixAfterDark first came from. 
An even bigger extension of the podcast. That 
was a party I did for 10 years, the NoPixAfterDark 
podcast. The audience was there, and I switched 
over to a podcast. We did the party for 10 years, 
in Manhattan, the Jersey shore, and then the last 
three years in Baltimore. 

TH: What are some of your favorite things 
about Baltimore? I know that you’ve lived in a 
lot of places. Why did you choose to stay here?

AD: Something we have in common is that 
we both used to live in Texas. I used to 
live in Dallas. But I was born in Baltimore. 
My dad was working in the university 
system; he worked at Georgetown, Goucher, 
Youngstown State, Southern Methodist 
University, Syracuse — we moved around 
a lot. But I would always come back to 

Baltimore every summer, because my 
family was here.

And it’s about the greatness of Baltimore, 
there’s something about the realness of 
Baltimore. They’ll tell you if your shit sucks.

I remember an episode came out, and 
someone said, “Yo, your sound gotta get better, 
bro.”

They [Baltimoreans] keep it real. They tell 
you what it was, and what it is. I love the people. 
People make Baltimore. And that’s what the 
spirit of Baltimore is — the people. I wish more 
people could see the positive side. That’s what I 
try to do with these stories.

We’ll talk a little bit more about DC, we’ll 
talk a little bit about Philly, and some LA stuff. 
We got some things lined up in 2023. I kind of 
just want to make sure we get a good story and 
a picture of Baltimore. There’s so many negative 
things that we hear and we’re tired of it. Just like 
the Baltimore Beat is doing things. It’s the people 
for me.

TH: You’re highlighting voices of the unheard.

AD: We have to be! Like, I had Eze Jackson on. A 
lot of people know him, but he was talking about 
some real stuff on that episode. Coming up soon 
we have Donaé Burston [owner and founder of 
Le Fête Du Rosé]. People in the industry know 
who he is, but people like me and you might not. 
A Black man with a rosé company, and he’s in 
Baltimore County?

I just really want people to understand 
that it’s hard, and we need your support. I need 
people to watch YouTube; companies judge you 
on YouTube now. Subscribe to the channel. It’s 
free. Those little things are big for podcasters to 
survive. I started as audio strictly, and then I had 
to evolve. You have to evolve to get where you 
gotta get. I also want to make sure I say thank 
you to all the listeners and the people that have 
supported me. l 

Answers have been edited for clarity. For more on 
Aaron Dante’s work, visit: nopixafterdark.com.
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The last time Chadwick Boseman’s King 
T’Challa appeared on screen, he was standing 

solemnly at the funeral of Robert Downey Jr.’s 
Tony Stark in 2019’s “Avengers: Endgame.” Stark 
had just sacrificed his life to save half of the 
universe. “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever” 
opens with another funeral, this time for 
T’Challa, who has fallen to illness, much like 
Boseman did in real life.

T’Challa’s death was as devastating to 
the fictional nation-state he protected as his 
performer’s passing was for real world audiences 
worldwide. Boseman was the charismatic star 
of the highest-grossing movie ever to feature 
a predominantly Black cast. Him leaving this 
world so young, right when the long-awaited 
sequel was written, felt like a cruel joke in a pop-
cultural landscape already so short on wins for 
the marginalized. So, it’s no great surprise that 
“Wakanda Forever” spends so much of its nearly 
three-hour runtime exploring the respective 
grieving processes of the four women who were 
core to the first film.

Queen Ramonda (Angela Bassett) puts on a 
brave face, while a globe full of rival nations looks 
to pillage Wakanda in the absence of the Black 
Panther. Her daughter Shuri (Letitia Wright) 
throws herself into her science experiments, 
shunning the spiritual side of their culture 
entirely. General Okoye (Danai Gurira) frets for 
them both, and Nakia (Lupita Nyong’o) hasn’t 
shown her face in Wakanda since before The Blip, 

the cosmic catastrophe from “Avengers: Infinity 
War,” where half of the universe’s population was 
blinked out of existence.

In this crossover-happy cinematic universe 
where every corner of Marvel interacts with 
every other, Wakanda and her citizens feel more 
isolated than ever. In the first act, director and 
co-writer Ryan Coogler stage stirring displays of 
Girl Power™ and Black Excellence™ to show that 
Wakanda’s women are holding down the fort. 
Still, the West’s thirst for Vibranium looms large. 

Enter Namor. Played with inconceivable 
charm and allure by Tenoch Huerta, Namor 
is an ocean-dwelling living god draped in 
Vibranium jewelry. His winged ankles flap with 
the distinct sound of a rattlesnake’s tail. His very 
existence, and that of his entire race of people 
living underwater, calls into question Wakanda’s 
foundational mythology. He presents Ramonda 
with an ultimatum and a plea for an alliance 
against the rest of the surface world, driving 
the rest of the film’s conflict — but something 
about how it unfolds never settles into the proper 
groove.

Huerta’s Namor is as delectable, memorable, 
and exciting in his screen time as Michael B. 
Jordan’s Killmonger, only moreso. Reinventing 
a classic Marvel anti-hero as a reluctant villain 
here is the film’s most riveting fixture. Coogler 
seems most motivated by the scenes outlining 
Namor’s history, the most exciting of which 

is the sequence revealing the awe-inspiring 
splendor of Talokon, a Mayan-influenced take on 
the character’s Atlantean origins in the source 
material. It feels like much of Namor’s subplot 
survived intact from the version of the script 
pre-Boseman’s death, conjuring “what could 
have been” pangs at the thought of these two 
men going toe-to-toe on screen, both physically 
and ideologically.

But positioning Namor and his plans for war 
against the surface world against a mourning 
collection of T’Challa surrogates just doesn’t 
work. For one thing, the script gymnastics 
necessary to give Wakanda’s ensemble room to 
grieve and grow within the film’s plot takes up 
so much screen time that the core conflict is 
shuffled off into afterthought status. For another, 
by the time the two halves have no choice but to 
fully intermingle, the limitations of superhero 
movie morality inhibit what could otherwise be 
a more enthralling narrative.

“Wakanda Forever” is a movie that spends 
its first half characterizing the outside world —
more specifically, America — as predatory and 
exploitative imperialists before remembering in 
its second half that this is the 30th feature film 
in an ongoing series that codes all the heroes as 
being extensions of that same America.

The result is a film that expects audiences 
to watch the guy promoting solidarity between 
two peoples who are more alike than they are 
not and root against him. In the last two years, as 
MCU Czar Kevin Feige and his many underlings 
sought to find the elusive answer to the burning 
question of just how little the masses are willing 
to settle for in the continued pursuit of Funko 
Pop escapism, Marvel movies have gotten 
exponentially worse. The brand’s prevalence has 
prevented diminishing returns in quality from 
translating to heavy financial losses or even 
much wavering in consumer confidence.

By that metric, Coogler’s heartfelt love letter 
to his fallen collaborator is a significant success. 
It’s a moving, entertaining blockbuster, housing 
powerhouse performances from Bassett and 
Huerta and some truly gorgeous music.

But it exists within an apparatus that will 
never allow the creatives working inside it the 
freedom and space to make it anything more 
than the best possible compromise. “Black 
Panther” ended with audiences desperate 
to return to Wakanda as soon as humanly 
possible. “Wakanda Forever” leaves us thinking 
“Wakanda… for now.” l

‘Black Panther: Wakanda Forever’ makes the best 
out of an unfortunate situation
The long-awaited Marvel sequel succeeds as a eulogy for the late Chadwick Boseman, but is too 
compromised to amount to much more than that.

by Dominic Griffin
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Tenoch Huerta as Namor and Angela Bassett as Ramonda in Marvel Studios’ Black Panther: Wakanda Forever. 
Photo by Marvel Studios/Marvel Studios. © 2022 MARVEL.
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