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Baltimore Beat was relaunched thanks to a $1 million, no-strings-
attached grant from the Baltimore-based Lillian Holofcener Charitable 
Foundation (LHCF). Named after a lifelong Baltimore resident who 
cared for and supported the city, the foundation has provided funding 
to a number of Baltimore-based organizations as well as international 
organizations. 

In 2020, however, LHCF decided to do something bolder. In response 
to the police murder of George Floyd and inequities exacerbated by 
COVID-19, LHCF made the decision to provide Baltimore Beat with 
the vast majority of the foundation’s holdings to facilitate the existence 
of Black-run, Black-controlled nonprofit newspaper. 

“The money held by the Lillian Holofcener Foundation came from 
Baltimore. Divesting our assets to a Black-led news organization is 
what Baltimore and its majority Black citizenry need right now,” the 
Lillian Holofcener Charitable Foundation’s Adam Holofcener said. 
“We hope that our model of no-strings-attached, large-scale giving 
to Black-run, Black-controlled local organizations inspires other 
Baltimore philanthropic groups to act in kind.”

OUR FUNDING

Baltimore Beat is a 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax-
deductible as permitted by law. Donations go toward our print and 
online journalism, supporting the Beat’s mission of providing free 
news in print and online. By donating to Baltimore Beat, you help 
make community-focused news more accessible to all. 

baltimorebeat.com/donate
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
In this issue, in anticipation of the coming new year, we asked some people around Baltimore: what are you 

carrying with you into the future? Here is my answer:

A few weeks ago, I went to Howard University in Washington, D.C., to attend a celebration to mark the 
opening of the school’s Center for Journalism & Democracy, founded by Black woman journalist Nikole Hannah-
Jones. Hannah-Jones is an investigative reporter for The New York Times, as well as the creator of The 1619 
Project, which frames the beginnings of this country around the start of chattel slavery.

Even though the event was a celebration, Hannah-Jones and her team planned a day that was focused on 
highlighting how close we in the United States are to losing what semblance we have of democracy.

“More than a year ago, I came to Howard University with a vision to create a space for veteran and budding 
journalists to hone their craft and respond to our increasingly threatened democracy,” Hannah-Jones said in a 
statement about the event. “Today, we officially launch the Center for Journalism & Democracy, and hold our 
inaugural Democracy Summit to showcase our philosophy that democracy not only guarantees a free press — it 
requires one.”

None of us are free until all of us are free, so the sharp and recent increases in anti-Blackness, antisemitism, 
homophobia, and transphobia — alongside the escalation of the militarization of police — spell bad news for us 
all. Throughout the day-long event, academics, historians, and journalists spoke about the path this country is 
on — and the way that journalism might be able to help.

The Black press has always told the truth about this country, and I’m proud that Baltimore Beat can be 
part of that lineage. That’s what I am carrying with me as this year ends and another one begins: a commitment 
to telling the truth as much as I can for as long as I can. I am carrying with me a determination to create a place 
where other writers in Baltimore, especially marginalized ones, can help tell that truth. Because our lives depend 
on it.

The rest of this issue is much lighter, I promise.

Arts and Culture Editor Teri Henderson put together a holiday gift guide full of great gifts for you, your 
boo, or your bestie. Photo Editor Schaun Champion gathered up some of your family photos from past holiday 
seasons. As always, we also have reports from Baltimore Courtwatch, a film review from Dominic Griffin, and 
year-end tarotscopes from Iya Osundara Ogunsina.

We are taking a break for the holiday season. See you when we return on January 11, 2023.

Lisa Snowden, Editor-in-Chief

Use this QR code to read and 
share this story online.
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Things feel hard right now. The pandemic 
is not over — it is still taking lives and 

leaving people, young and old, with long-
term illnesses. Prices for food and gas are 
still high. As I write this, the city reached the 
benchmark of 300 lives lost to crime.

Still, the holiday season is upon us and 
a new year is coming. At this time of year, 
it’s hard not to look forward and consider the 
future.

Sometimes hope is thought of as flighty 
or fragile. But it takes guts, heart, and 
strength to project yourself forward and 
imagine something better. As the organizer, 
educator, and curator Mariame Kaba has 
said, “hope is a discipline.”

There is hope in childbirth, in making 
plans to see a friend, in fighting for a 
better world, and in planning for a new 
year. Since this is our last issue of 2022, by 
the time we meet again, the future will be 
here. In anticipation of this, we asked a few 
Baltimorians what they wanted to bring with 
them to 2023.

For 24 marvelous years, I’ve been loved. 
First by my mother and those who loved 

her and then by generations full of people 
who chose to love me. If there’s a future 
worth my life, then I’m bringing all the love I 
got. I bring my mother’s wise words and full 
laughter, my best friend Neicy’s ferocity, and 
all the lessons I’ve learned over the years. 

Most of these lessons are learned from 
conversations with my grandparents. 
Between them all, they’ve given me 
centuries worth of wise words and at least a 
millennium’s worth of questions. With each 
lesson, they showed me a new way to be in 

the world based on how they, as Black elders 
rooted in the South, learned to live well. 

Many of their lessons pushed against 
the common conventions of whiteness and 
wellness. They were giving me a guidebook 
that challenged the normative laws of the 
land — they were pushing against the West. 

In the West, we are taught to imagine 
time linearly. The world and history are 
taught to us as a straight line from past to 
future. For me, with the help of my elders 
and [scholar and professor][Oyeronke 
Oyewumi, I now think of time as a circle. My 
future — our future — holds some trials that 
are familiar and some that are altogether 
new. This circle (of histories, life, and time) 
helps us use lessons from people who have 
loved us in and out (in and out) of time.

Life is for living, loving, eating, 
screaming, and doing it all (hopefully) with 
people who care about us enough to carry 
each other when carrying on alone is too 
difficult to imagine.

What are you taking with 
you into the future?
by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

CONTINUES ON PG. 7

Bry Reed 
Educator and Writer

I was always yours to have. 

You were always mine. 

We have loved each other in and out of 
time.

—”In and Out of Time” by Maya Angelou

There is hope in childbirth, in 
making plans to see a friend, 
in fighting for a better world, 
and in planning for a new year.
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In October 2017, The Baltimore Sun wrote a 
scathing op-ed highlighting how the state of 

Maryland fails people with mental illnesses. A 
month before the article was published, Judge 
Gale Rasin had found that the acting state 
health secretary and four other top officials had 
“willfully disregarded orders to increase the 
number of psychiatric hospital beds available 
for criminal defendants, some of whom had 
been languishing in jail for weeks waiting for 
treatment.”

The Sun reported that Maryland 
criminalizes mental illness instead of 
treating it as a necessary part of healthcare; 
the number of treatment beds available is 
consistently far fewer than the number of 
people in need of treatment. This pattern of 
criminalization has continued in the years 
since the Sun published its op-ed and is 
visible in Courtwatch data. From January 
to October 2022, our volunteers observed 
117 hearings in which defense attorneys 
proffered that their clients had mental 
health conditions. In 58.1 percent of these 
hearings, judges ordered the defendant held 
without bond.

In one of those hearings, in September 
2022, Assistant State’s Attorney Justin Greer 
argued for a mentally ill person, who had 
been shot by the police, to be held without 
bond, based on the grounds that mental 
health should be provided by the state, not 
in a person’s house. Judge Jeannie Hong 
granted the order, forcing the person not just 
to stay in jail awaiting an evaluation, but to 
be placed on suicide watch.

Suicide watch is state sanctioned sexual, 
physical, medical, and emotional abuse. 
People held in this unit are not necessarily 
suicidal — judges can use their discretion as 
to whether to put a person in the Inpatient 
Mental Health Unit (IMHU), where people 
on suicide watch are housed. While in the 
IMHU, a person is in solitary confinement, 
locked in a cage for 23 hours a day, and only 
let out for a few hours each week. Everyone 
in this unit is forcibly stripped naked, and 
there is no privacy. This horror is not only 
directed towards mentally ill adults; often 
trans people, children, and people with 
cognitive disabilities endure the worst of 
the dehumanization. The ACLU published 

a letter in October 2022 after visiting 
Baltimore Central Booking and Intake 
Center, stating that “people in the IMHU 
are held in the harshest and most deprived 
conditions we have ever encountered in any 
prison or jail in the United States, including 
in death row and ‘supermax’ units.”

Out of the 117 hearings we observed 
involving people with mental health 
concerns, 34 were for children being 
prosecuted as adults. Of these 34 hearings, 
76.5 percent ended with the child being held 
without bond. In other words, more often 
than not, children with mental illnesses 
are punished by the criminal legal system 
instead of given care. When looking at the 
adults in the 117 hearings, adults with mental 
health concerns are held without bond 50.6 
percent of the time. Clearly, children with 
mental health concerns are held without 
bond at a much higher rate than their adult 
counterparts.

Jail is a site of daily retraumatization 
for people with mental illnesses. At almost 
every docket we observe, we hear defense 
attorneys tell judges that their clients’ 
mental health is rapidly deteriorating in jail 
— especially when people are held without 
a trial date in sight. This causes people to 
miss appointments, evaluations, competency 
hearings, and any type of treatment or 
therapy. Often, medications a person was 
previously taking are not administered in 
jail. 

In addition to losing access to medical 
care, people’s basic needs, such as 
housing, can be taken away while they are 
incarcerated. Our observers heard cases 
where people with mental health concerns 
were evicted after being arrested, or had 
their homes foreclosed on while in jail. 
According to the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition, evictions are associated 
with depression and poorer mental health. In 
February 2022, Hong heard a case where the 
defendant would lose their housing if they 
were not released. She ordered them held 
without bond. In March 2022, Judge Cynthia 
Jones held a child without bond who became 
homeless after not having a treatment bed 
available.

In some bail review hearings, defense 
attorneys present a treatment plan to the 
court, asking for their client to be admitted 
into a mental health program, with the 
condition of either release on recognizance 
or electronic monitoring. These plans 
include treatment facilities, medication 
management, therapies, rehabilitation, and 
other services that address the individual’s 
needs and the root causes of their 
circumstances. Far too often, judges rule 
that they are better off in jail, sometimes 
over a concern as comparatively trivial as 
a treatment program’s inability to transport 
people from jail to the new facility.

Judges have the power of discretion to 
determine whether or not to release someone 
to a treatment program. We have witnessed 
judges justify refusal to allow someone to 
receive mental health treatment in many 
ways — sometimes it is dissatisfaction 
with a specific location, the security level 
of a certain facility, the amount of time 
a program takes, or the types of services 
offered. In other cases we have heard 
judges express disbelief that a person needs 
treatment at all for their illness. Mental 
health care should be available for everyone, 
not just those deemed worthy by a judge.

In a just world, everyone is able to 
access mental health care: people with 
mental illness could be in charge of their 
own treatment plan, and anyone could 
access opportunities for community care 
and resources for healing. People with 
mental health concerns should have the 
right to housing, to consensual medical 
care, and to take care of themselves and 
their families. Instead, Baltimore’s jails 
eat up resources that might make that 
world possible and offer the exact opposite, 
inflicting and compounding trauma and 
exacerbating mental illness, and the judges 
and prosecutors who are confronted every 
day with this reality nonetheless choose to 
feed vulnerable people into them. l

Baltimore Courtwatch: Compounding Trauma
Judges ignore mental health and trauma in Baltimore bond hearings.

by Elaine Millas

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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Wednesday, November 30
AIDS Action Baltimore Town Hall: November town 
hall meeting. 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at First and Franklin 
Presbyterian Church, 210 West Madison Street. For 
more information, go to: aidsactionbaltimore.org or 
call: 410-837-2437.

West Wednesdays: Hear about the ongoing fight for 
police accountability in the Tyrone West case and for 
all victims of police misconduct. 7 p.m. This event 
happens every Wednesday. For more information, go 
to: facebook.com/justicefortyronewest.

Thursday, December 1
Business Breakfast hosted by Mayor’s Office and 
Johns Hopkins: Learn about Johns Hopkins University 
and Johns Hopkins Health System’s local initiatives, 
programs, and procurement opportunities. 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. at Vollmer Center at Cylburn Arboretum, 4915 
Greenspring Avenue. For more information, go to: 
mwbd.baltimorecity.gov or call: 410-396-3818.

SNAP Application formerly known as Food 
Stamps: A SNAP representative will come to assist 
you with your SNAP Application. Come learn about 
SNAP benefits, find out how to apply, and receive 
assistance with the application process. 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Rosie’s Recovery Center, 8109 Harford Road, 
Suite B, Parkville. For more information, go to: 
rosiesrecoverycenter.com or call: 877-500-0595.

Free HIV Testing: Free HIV testing, education, 
prevention tips, and, if needed, connection to HIV 
care. Test results will be shared in 20 minutes. Testing 
is completely confidential. No insurance is required. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at University of Maryland Medical 
Center Midtown Campus, 800 Linden Avenue. For 
more information, go to: umms.org/midtown/health-
services/infectious-diseases or call: 410-706-6410.

World AIDS Day, Featuring AIDS Memorial Quilt 
Panels: Hear stories from community members in 
Baltimore that will help us remember and grieve, and 
expand our understanding of HIV/AIDS’ impact in the 
city today. There will be music from the Baltimore Men’s 
Chorus and Mr. James Harp. Suggested donation $5-
$20 will offset the cost of bringing the quilt panels to 
Baltimore. No one turned away for lack of funds. 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1900 Saint Paul 
Street. For more information, go to: stmarksbaltimore.org 
or call: 410-752-5804.

Saturday, December 3
Baltimore City Public Schools School Choice Fair: 
Learn more about Baltimore’s middle and high school 
choices. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Baltimore Convention 

Center, 1 West Pratt Street. For more information, go 
to: baltimorecityschools.org or call: 443-984-2000.

Baltimore’s Marble Hill: How A Neighborhood 
Shaped the Civil Rights Movement: A guided tour of 
Baltimore’s Marble Hill neighborhood, which was the 
home to an astonishing number of groundbreaking 
Civil Rights leaders. ($10) 10 a.m. at Lillie Carroll 
Jackson Civil Rights Museum, 1320 Eutaw Place. For 
more information, go to: baltimoreheritage.org.

Pre-Kwanzaa Cultural Celebration: Free lunch, arts 
and crafts, a fashion show, storytelling, and more. 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Morgan State University, 1700 
East Cold Spring Lane. For more information, go to: 
morgan.edu/communityservices or call: 443-885-2217.

New Generation Scholars Open Classroom Series: 
This event provides space for scholars to present their 
research projects and is designed to be an exchange 
where collective learning encourages an intellectually 
stimulating discussion around different elements of 
the African Diaspora. 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at NoMüNoMü, 
709 North Howard Street. For more information, go to: 
muse360.org or call: 443-302-9761.

Wednesday, December 7
COVID Vaccine Clinic: Village Learning Place 
in partnership with LifeBridge Health will host a 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic for children and adults ages 6 
months and up. 9 a.m to noon. Village Learning Place, 
2521 Saint Paul Street. For more information, go to: 
villagelearningplace.org or call: 410-235-2210.

Baltimore City Public Schools Arts Education 
Town Hall: Learn about Baltimore City’s Fine Arts 
Strategic Plan and what access to arts education looks 
like across the district. Plus hear testimonies from 
students, parents, and BCPSS alums. 5 p.m.  to 7 p.m. 
at Baltimore Unity Hall, 1505 Eutaw Place. For more 
information, go to baltimorecityschools.org or call: 
443-984-2000.

Thursday, December 8
Neighborhood Energy: The Power in All of Us 
to Make Baltimore Even Better: Join author Jon 
Alexander and special guests for an important, topical 
conversation with community leaders and doers. 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 at The Peale, 225 Holliday Street. For more 
information, go to: thepeale.org or call: 667-222-1814.

Saturday, December 10
Latino Racial Justice Circle Meeting: A nonprofit 
group that supports the Latino community in the 
Baltimore area through programs in education, legal 
assistance, community dialogues, and advocacy. 

10 a.m. to noon at Assisi 
House, 728 Bank Street. For more information, go to: 
lrjc.org or email: latinoracialjusticecircle@gmail.com.

Roberta’s House 2022 Annual Candlelight Service of 
Remembrance: An afternoon of inspirational testimony, 
music, and poetry in remembrance of those who have 
died in 2022. 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at The Grand Baltimore, 
225 North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
robertashouse.org or call: 410-235-6633.

Tuesday, December 13
December Membership Meeting of No Boundaries 
Coalition: 2022 Annual Report, presentations from 
our Fall 2022 Leadership Advisory Council, and a 
champagne toast to close out the year. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Baltimore Unity Hall, 1505 Eutaw Place. For more 
information, go to: noboundariescoalition.com or 
call: 410-800-2452.

Wednesday, December 14
Opportunity Youth: Access to work opportunities and other 
resources. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the intersection of Martin Luther 
King Boulevard and Franklin Street. For more information, 
go to: aamebaltimore.com or call: 443-750-0422.

Baltimore City Council: Public Safety and Government 
Operations Committee: A quarterly hearing to 
review crime statistics for the Baltimore City Police 
Department, and to monitor the progress of the Biennial 
Violence Prevention Plan. 1 p.m. at Baltimore City Hall, 
100 North Holliday Street. For more information, go to: 
baltimorecitycouncil.com or call: 410-396-4804.

Stolen: Free African Americans Kidnapped and 
Sold into Slavery: A talk given by Richard Bell, PhD, 
Department of History, UMBC. 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at St. James Episcopal Church Lafayette Square, 
Main church, 1020 West Lafayette Street. For more 
information, call: 410-523-4588.

Thursday, December 15
Home for the Holidays: Habitat Chesapeake 
Welcomes a New Family: Join Habitat for Humanity 
of the Chesapeake and our community partners 
as they welcome a new family to the Belair-Edison 
neighborhood of Baltimore City. Noon to 1 p.m. at 
3425 Dudley Avenue. For more information, go to: 
habitatchesapeake.org or call: 410-366-1250.

Parent and Community Advisory Board for Baltimore 
City Schools Public Meeting: PCAB serves to advise the 
CEO of Baltimore City Public Schools and the Baltimore 
City Board of School Commissioners about how parents, 
families, the community, and educators can collaborate 
to help our youth succeed. 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Virtual. 
This event streams live on PCAB’s Facebook and Twitter 
accounts. For more information, go to: pcabbaltimore.
org or call: 443-642-4647.

Government and Community Events
Here’s our listing of government and community events around the city.

by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, send 
information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.

Just before Thanksgiving, Mayor Brandon Scott 
announced that Baltimore officially reached its 

300th homicide of 2022. This is the seventh year that 
we have hit this tragic benchmark.

Scott released a statement blaming the deaths on 
the high number of illegal guns coming into Baltimore 
from other places. However, that’s a simplistic 
response that ignores the root causes of violence. 
Since he took office in 2020, Scott has ignored calls 
from activists to fund resources for the city, and has 
instead poured more and more money into a police 
department that does not stop crime, and sometimes 
commits crimes itself.

At a press conference, Maryland Governor Larry 
Hogan — who in July announced a “Re-Fund the 
Police” initiative, implying that the police had ever 
been defunded in the first place (they have not) — 
said that the solution for the high homicide rate was 
tougher sentences. However, if those worked, we’d be 
reaping the benefits by now.

The Price Rite Marketplace in Mount Clare 
Junction will close at the end of the year. The 

news is a devastating blow to residents of Southwest 
Baltimore, who depended on it for food. It leaves the 
area with no full-service grocery stores.

According to a 2018 Johns Hopkins University 
study, more than half the residents in the area are 
in what is euphemistically referred to as a “healthy 
food priority area,” a phrase which, of course, means 
precisely the opposite of what it says, indicating what 
used to be called a “food desert.”

As food prices continue to increase, people travel 
to the store from other parts of the city because of its 
good deals. Patrick Lee told The Baltimore Banner 
that he often drove from the rapidly gentrifying 
Waverly neighborhood to shop at the Price Rite to 
save money. But, he acknowledged, “If you don’t have 
a car in Baltimore, it’s gonna be hard to get groceries.” 

“In spite of our efforts to build sales to a 
sustainable level, we have not been able to make the 
store financially viable,” the store’s spokesperson 
told the Baltimore Business Journal. In other words, 
capitalism is saying to poor people in Baltimore, once 
again, that they don’t matter.

It’s ironic, then, that Mount Clare Junction is 
owned by the powerful investment firm, Carlyle 
Group, (you may remember the name Carlyle from 
Michael Moore’s movie “Fahrenheit 9/11,” which 
explored the firm’s relationship with both the Bush 
and Bin Laden families; it’s also notable that Carlyle 
was, for a long time, headed by Virginia’s culture-
warrior Governor Glenn Younkin), which bought the 
shopping center in 2020 for around $20 million.

Abdi Mahamedi, Carlyle’s president, called the 
neighborhood “fast gentrifying” at the time of the 
purchase. Less than three years later, the shopping 
center is left without an anchor, and the neighborhood 
is left without a grocery store.

There have been long-touted plans for the 
opening of a grocery store in the controversial 
Centre/West apartment complex, but a peek in the 
window reveals an unfinished dirt and concrete floor 
filled with rubble.

Carlyle’s Mahamedi told the BBJ that they had 
been working with the city for the last year trying to 
create incentives to either keep Price Rite or bring in 
another grocery store.

Here’s an idea: One of the firm’s founders, 
David Rubenstein, prides himself on growing up 
poor in Baltimore. He also prides himself on being 
a philanthropist and was one of the first billionaires 
to sign on to Bill Gates’ money-giving pledge. So, uh, 
Dave, how about a fucking hand over here?

In the meantime, Baltimoreans will keep on 
scraping by. Hollins Market still has fresh produce 
and poultry, despite being decimated by War Horse 
Cities, the development company fronted by Scott 
Plank. But the familiar sound of clopping hooves and 
the call of an arabber might still be the best bet for 
fresh food for some of the area’s residents who face 
mobility or transportation challenges. l

Around Baltimore
Here’s our look at important issues the city is talking about.

by Baltimore Beat Staff

Baltimore again reaches 
300 homicides

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

Price Rite closes

Friday, December 16
Baby Essentials Giveaway: Free diapers size 0-6, 
limited pull-ups, wipes, baby food, and clothing. 2 p.m. at 
Park Heights Academy, 2835 Virginia Avenue. For more 
information, go to: catherinesfamilyandyouthservices.
org or call: 443-429-0215.

Saturday, December 17
Food Distribution Event: Free fruits and vegetables 
as well as information about other programs to 
benefit the community. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Iglesia de 
Dios de la Profecia Baltimore, 3533 4th Street. For 
more information, go to: mycaf.org/es/inicio or call: 
301-328-3292.

Catherine’s Family and Youth Services 8th Annual 
Christmas Giveaway: Families will be able to receive fresh 
food. Bring your own bags. Children must be present in order 
to receive toys, coats, and cold weather gear. 1 p.m. at James 
D. Gross Recreational Hall, 4600 Lanier Avenue. For more 
information, go to: catherinesfamilyandyouthservices.org 
or call: 443-429-0215.

Sunday, December 18
Skylyne Foundation’s 7th Annual Christmas Dinner 
and Gifts: Dinner and giveaways for those in need. 
Noon to 4 p.m. at My Sister’s Place Women’s Center, 
411 Cathedral Street. For more information, email: 
skylynefoundation@gmail.com.

NSAA African Creations Annual Kwanzaa 
Celebration: Dr. Oya Ma’at will expound on the 
importance of Kwanzaa. 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. St. Matthew 
Catholic Church, 5401 Loch Raven Boulevard. For 
more information, go to: nsaacreations.com or email: 
nsaacreation@gmail.com.

Wednesday, December 21
Diaper Dash Day: Free diapers and pull-ups. 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Lakeland Elementary/Middle School, 
2921 Stranden Road. For more information, email: 
lakeland.judy.center@gmail.com.

Friday, December 23
Holiday Toy Drive: Keeping Hopes Alive plans to 
help 300 families with gifts for the holiday. 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m. at Ames Memorial United Methodist Church, 
615 Baker Street. For more information, go to: 
keepinghopesalive.com or call: 443-960-1088.
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In 2023, I will be bringing along the 3 “Ns”: 

Naps.

Nourishment.

No.

In 2020, I became reacquainted with 
naps. As I get older, I’m finding that naps 
are the cornerstone of productivity and the 
quintessential ingredient for cussing fewer 
people out.

Nourishment. Imma eat some good 
food. I’m gonna eat healthily. I don’t care 
how much it costs or the day or the hour, but 
if you don’t tip servers, you can’t sit with me 
at all. Nourish alone, stingy buns.

No. In 2022, I was finally able to say no to 
some things. It felt really good to take myself 
into account for once. Saying no gave me 
more time to nap and nourish myself, which 
gave me the ability to do things at a higher 
level. We can only go up from here.

The pandemic is not over, but quarantines 
appear to be, and I don’t miss that. I am 

leaving the confusion, fear, estrangement 
from friends and family, and chaotic access 
to health care (I had a pandemic baby) in 
the past. But there was a moment there of 
possibility, especially for those of us who 
believe in radical justice, transformative 
possibility, and crafting new ways of 
relating to each other and the world. And 
Baltimore was the heart of it. Between 
access to vaccines and information thanks 
to the Baltimore Health Department, and 
the radical work by organizations like New 
Generation Scholars and African Diaspora 
Alliance to keep communities together, build 
political consciousness, and promote Black 
and African-centered visions of justice, 
Black Baltimore proves over and over again 
that the recipes still work! And it is that 
recipe I’m bringing into the next year: Build 
one person at a time, root yourself in history, 
lead with imagination and creativity, and 
trust in the hard — even heartbreaking — 
work of solidarity if you want to change the 
world.

I’m carrying a newfound love, strength, 
determination, and light into the new year. 

These past few years have been heavy, but 
I refuse to forget what they have taught me 
because it’s caused so much growth for me 
(some painful, expedited growth, but growth 
nonetheless). I think the biggest thing I’m 
excited about carrying into the new year is 
the abundance of love that I hold. I feel the 
ability to love in a way that I never have 
before, and there’s an extreme eagerness for 
me to see how that abundance will guide me 
through future interactions.

Personally, 2022 has been full of releases 
for me. I’ve been letting go of people, 

mindsets, habits, and behaviors that no 
longer serve me. I felt in a constant limbo of 
wondering, “what stays and what goes?” After 
months of solitude and facing the deepest 
parts of myself, I realized what Erykah Badu 

said was true: “pack light.” So, I’ve decided 
to bring just a few things that mean the most 
to me. In 2023 and the future, I’m bringing 
faith with me. I’m bringing my loved ones 
who have been riding for me when I didn’t 
have anything to bring. I’m reclaiming my 
time, my confidence, my resilience, and all 
my blessings, and I’m bringing them all with 
me. I’m bringing my future self to the future 
and leaving the past in the past. Cheers to 
packing light!

Since the pandemic lockdown, I find 
myself regarding communal spaces and 

events with a new tenderness. I’m sure that’s 
the case for many of us — taking notice with 
a fondness, a wonder. Marveling at the friend 
whose dining room table is always open. At 
cafes with outdoor workspaces where you get 
sunshine and conversation. At community 
plant swaps and dog parks. At the City-Poly 
football game.

We all did our best during the pandemic 
— Zoom cocktail parties and bundled, 
socially distanced winter hangouts — but 
there’s no substitute for folks gathering in 
person. I, alongside probably 300 others, 
attended Betty Robinson’s memorial 
service over Zoom in the fall of 2020. It felt 
particularly sad that Betty didn’t get an in-
person memorial, given how expansive her 
life and organizing work were. No doubt the 
service would have sparked new connections 
across Baltimore. But we’re lucky to live 
in Betty’s city, and we can still forge those 
connections.

Red Emma’s is back. We have Lexington 
Market, Upton Market, R. House, and Mount 
Vernon Marketplace. The Enoch Pratt Free 
Library. Druid Hill Park, Patterson Park. So 
much of the city is walkable. We’re lucky to 
have spots to run into each other. Baltimore 
does chance encounters like no other.

I want to take my wonder at community 
and carry it forward; I want to build from 
the ways in which I marvel at it. “Outdoor 
co-working spaces with outlets should be 
a public good,” I joked to a friend. I don’t 
know what any of this looks like, but I 
want to approach it with openness, with 
new attention. That’s what’s on my mind 
going into 2023. I want to look at spaces 
— physical, metaphorical — and newly 
consider how to build community there.

CONTINUED FROM PG. 3

Eze Jackson 
Emcee, Organizer, and Event Host

Jessica Marie Johnson, associate professor, Department of 
History, Johns Hopkins University.
Photo by Schaun Champion.

Kotic Couture 
Rapper and DJ

Miss Kam 
Rapper

Patrice Hutton 
Executive Director, Writers in 
Baltimore Schools

Jessica Marie Johnson 
Associate Professor, Department of 
History, Johns Hopkins University
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Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition is 
carrying myriad ways of being human 

into the future. We are consistently moving 
towards intentional, loving, creative 
communities absent of the oppressive drug 
war. Over the past year, we’ve built up 
more capacity for reflection, slower pacing, 
flexibility, go-with-the-flowness, and grace. 
Grace inspires us to take deep sighs full of, 
“yeah, I still need more of that for myself and 
others.” In the midst of this, we also carry 
with us the weight of expectations, politics, 
quotas, death, pain, anxiety, loss, grief, and 
woe. We carry meaningful, mobilizing rage 
intermixed with encouragement to breathe 
and hydrate. We carry dreams of public 
spaces designed by and for people seeking 
safety, dignity, health, autonomy, and fun. 
We offer naloxone, condoms, safer drug use 
supplies, COVID-19 tests, and masks for all 
to carry into their futures. We move forward 
with love for all who’ve come before us and 
excitement for all who choose to meet us.

The people that have invested in my 
growth and vice versa! I love to see 

people in the process of working toward their 
dreams. It’s extremely motivating to see it 
all unfold in real time. Watching my friends 
work through issues to achieve success is a 
constant reminder that entrepreneurship 
isn’t easy or glamorous, but it can be done. 
Their pursuit of their dreams is a constant 
reminder for me not to sit on the sideline, 
but to be an active participant in making my 
dreams a reality. I firmly believe that you are 
a reflection of your circle, and I always want 
to be reminded of that higher standard when 
I’m in their company.

In addition to my circle, the next 
thing I want to bring into the new year 
would be positive and consistent habits. 
Our daily habits have a big impact on our 
trajectory; unfortunately, that can be a 
gift and a curse. By forming good habits 
and a strong work ethic, I won’t doubt that 
I’m working responsibly to accomplish my 
goals. Unfortunately, I don’t think people 
understand the work it takes to build a brand 
or lead an organization, and oftentimes 
the hard work and ugly moments get 

overshadowed. We only see the highlights or 
end results that people want to share, but the 
habits that got them there are the magic we 
are missing!

The last thing I want to carry into the 
next year is the confidence to believe in 
myself! I can tend to overthink or suffer from 
imposter syndrome, and that’s not fair to my 
current self or the person that I’m becoming. 
My journey is my own, and that’s the beauty 
in the process of life. l

Rajani Gudlavalleti 
Director of Mobilization, 
Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition

William Walker 
Founder, A Tribe Called Run William Walker, founder of A Tribe Called Run.

Photo by Schaun Chamption.
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This year has been one full of both triumphs and challenges. I still haven’t 
gotten the hang of this hazy pandemic hellscape. I still haven’t mastered 

the elusive “work-life balance,” but I’m very grateful to be living and working 
at this paper, in this city. December always serves as a time for recalibration, 
but it’s also a chance to think about those who have made this year meaningful 
and bright.

This is the first of what I hope will be a yearly tradition: the Baltimore Beat 
Holiday Gift Guide is here to offer you suggestions about what to purchase for 
yourself and those that you love. The guide is broken down by category, and 
you can scan the accompanying QR code to see an extended version.

Baltimore Beat’s 2022 Holiday Gift Guide
by Teri Henderson

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

For Your Boo:

Keystone Korner Baltimore

1350 Lancaster Street 
Baltimore, MD 21231 
410-946-6726 
keystonekornerbaltimore.com

How about a holiday date night at Keystone Korner to see The 
String Queens (TSQ) on December 8? (You can buy a streaming 
pass to watch at home for $10 or tickets for $25-$30).

Schola

916 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
443-714-7516 
scholacooks.com

Or what about a cooking class at Schola? You can make cookies 
on December 17, or this holiday wine dinner on December 8, as 
part of their Holiday Class collection ($59-$95).

CookHouse

1501 Bolton Street 
Baltimore, MD 21217 
410-225-9964 
cookhousecafebar.com

I would recommend taking anyone that you’re trying to impress 
to CookHouse. They have gift cards available, and their steak 
and wine special on Wednesdays is perfect for date night.

Arike satin-lined fur headband from Yele Stitches ($45). Courtesy of yelestitches.com.
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Off the Rox Wine & Beer

3232 Eastern Avenue, Suite A 
Baltimore, MD 21224 
443-388-8925 
offtheroxwine.com

How about a wine club subscription ($100) 
from Off the Rox?

Pure Chocolate by Jinji

529 East Belvedere Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21212 
410-394-9901 
jinjichocolate.com

Or this dark chocolate hazelnut spread ($20) 
from Jinji Chocolate?

For Self-Care Sunday:
Mount Royal Soap Co.

2740 Huntingdon Avenue, Suite A 
Baltimore, MD 21211 
433-388-8185 
mountroyalsoaps.com

How about this balsam-scented soap ($8) at 
Mount Royal Soap Co., or a vanilla moisturizing 
body scrub ($16.99)?

For Your Foodie Friend:

Balsam & Fir soap ($8). Courtesy of Mount Royal Soap Co.

Dark chocolate hazelnut spread ($20). 
Courtesy of Pure Chocolate by Jinji.

For Your Bestie:
The Paper Herald

702 Saint Paul Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
443-835-1402 
paperherald.com

How about this handmade recipe book with 
a hand-illustrated cover ($25) from Paper 
Herald? You could pair it with an elegant 
fountain pen ($39) — it comes in a crystal box. 

Knit Soy Metal

3600 Clipper Mill Road 
Baltimore, MD 21211 
443-672-5130 
ksmcandleco.net

Or a bundle of soy candles ($60) from KSM? 
They can try their hand at making their own 
candles as well with a kit ($35).

Above: Handmade recipe book ($25). Courtesy of The Paper Herald. 
Below: Hardback journal  ($25). Courtesy of Drama Mama Bookshop.

For Your Very Creative Friend:
Cahoots Brothers

300 West 29th Street 
Baltimore, MD 21211 
the-cahoots-brothers.square.site

How about a pottery workshop ($50) at 
Cahoots Brothers? Or framed artwork by 
Webster Phillips ($80) is also available at 
Cahoots Brothers.

Drama Mama Bookshop

Inside School 33 
1427 Light Street Studio #202 
Baltimore, MD 21230 
443-873-0749 
dramamamabookshop.com

What about this hardback journal ($25) 
available at Drama Mama Bookshop? It 
features some classic Baltimore architecture 
and is available in a few few different colorways.
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Baltimore Museum of Art Gift Shop

10 Art Museum Drive 
Baltimore, MD 21218 
443-573-1844 
shop.artbma.org

What about the catalog for A Movement in Every 
Direction: Legacies of the Great Migration ($45), 
available at the Baltimore Museum of Art gift 
shop? They also have a note card set ($7.98) 
which features African American art.

Good Neighbor

3827 Falls Road 
Baltimore, MD 21211 
443-627-8919 
goodneighborshop.com

How about this book about Romare Bearden, 
($40) available at Good Neighbor? They have 
a lot of other beautiful offerings in the space as 
well, including a woven throw ($250).

For Your Most Stylish Friend:
Yele Stitches

yelestitches.com

What about an elegant arike satin-lined fur 
headband from Yele Stitches ($45)? You can be 
cold and still regal in it.

Tracey Beale Jewelry

traceybeale.com

Or this beautiful Zeit bracelet from Tracey 
Beale ($245)?

Zeit bracelets ($245). 
Courtesy of traceybeale.com.

For Your Friend who is a New Parent:
Red Emma’s

3128 Greenmount Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21218 
410-601-3072 
redemmas.com

How about the book “A Is for Activist” ($17.95), 
available at your favorite radical bookstore and 
coffee shop?

Greedy Reads Remington

320 West 29th Street 
Baltimore, MD 21211 
410-878-0184 
greedyreads.com

Or how about a curated kids  activity bag ($50) 
from the folks at Greedy Reads? It’s sure to keep 
your nieces and nephews busy.

For the Caffeine Addict In Your Life:
Cuples Tea House

409 North Howard Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
667-930-3930 
cuplesteahouse.com

What about a beautiful cup and spoon ($27) 
to accompany the tea from Cuples Tea House 
($16)?

Black Acres Coffee

1400 Greenmount Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
410-497-7553 
blackacrescoffee.com

Or, for the coffee lover, how about a 
subscription service from Black Acres Coffee 
($20)? l
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Robert Pruitt. A Song for 
Travelers (detail). 2022. 
Courtesy the artist and 

Koplin Del Rio Gallery

Discover the cultural and artistic impacts of the Great Migration. 
This exhibition features 12 contemporary artists refl ecting on 
their connections to the South and the many ways in which 
America has been shaped by this diaspora.
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Tarotscopes
Get a sneak peak at what’s in store for you this November with Iya Osundara’s 
Tarotscope forecast. Take what resonates and leave the rest.

by Iya Osundara Ogunsina

Air Signs: Aquarius, Gemini, Libra
Seven of Wands + Ten of Wands +  
The Magician rx

In 2022, some of you were thrust into the 
limelight. This may mean you received 

a promotion, saw an increase of work 
responsibilities, or were positioned as a 
leader or expert in your field. Whatever 
the case, there are more eyes on you now. 
Remember that you asked for this; this is a 
manifestation of your prayers. What’s the 
point of asking to be seen and then hiding 
when you’ve been called to bat? What are 
you unsure of? Take a breath, step back, and 
look at the bigger picture. Spirit didn’t give 
you more than you can handle — it’s time to 
recalibrate and reprioritize for the new year.

Fire Signs: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius
Seven of Wands + Temperance + 
Six of Cups rx

Fire signs, some of you are ending the 
year feeling like a specific person 

or circumstance is a hindrance to your 
progress. Things are coming to a head, and 
it’s taking all of your self-control not to act 
a fool. Woo-sa, friend! Don’t let people or 
circumstances make you act out of character. 
Being the bigger person isn’t fun, but in this 
instance it’s necessary. Now is the time to 
be intentional and consider all the possible 
consequences of your actions. Old behaviors 
that you resorted to in the past (e.g. flying off 
the handle) served a purpose once upon a 
time, but not now. There’s too much at stake. 
Work on finding the balance between your 
emotional and rational mind. Don’t let your 
feelings act in a way that you’ll later regret.

Water Signs: Pisces, Cancer, Scorpio
Seven of Wands + The Hanged Man + 
Two of Swords

December brings the headway you’ve 
had over the past year to a halt. The 

Universe is calling your attention to a 
matter you’ve been avoiding for too long. 
What’s causing your decision paralysis? 
You’ve been pretending the issue doesn’t 
exist because you are trying to escape 
conflict. Find your resolve and deal with it. 
This is not the energy you’re going to want 
to bring into the new year.

Earth Signs: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn
Two of Pentacles + The Emperor +  
Nine of Wands rx

The theme of surrender continues to 
follow you, Earth signs. As the world 

continues to descend into mayhem, 
exercising extreme control in your life helps 
you to feel grounded. However, the need  for 
control has left you burnt out as the year 
winds down. You have got to let go. You all 
are quite literally doing too much. There 
will always be situations that occur that we 
have absolutely no power over. By refusing to 
adapt, you make navigating these challenges 
more difficult for yourself. How can you 
commit to leaving room for the unknown in 
the new year? l

Iya Osundara Ogunsina is a Baltimore-based Osun 
Priestess, intuitive tarot reader, cat lady, and true 
crime enthusiast. She is committed to encouraging 
and empowering others to have greater self-
awareness through shadow work. Connect with Iya 
Osundara at www.iyalodescorner.com.

Use this QR code to 
read and share this 

story online.

Iya Osundara Ogunsina.
Photo by Schaun Champion.
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Wednesday, November 30
Wu Wednesday at The Point: Music, drink specials, 
and more. 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. at The Point in Fells, 
1738 Thames Street. For more information, go to: 
thepointfells.com or call: 410-327-7264.

Thursday, December 1
Bird in Hand Holiday Market: Meet local authors, 
shop for books, and more. 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Bird in 
Hand, 11 East 33rd Street. For more information, go 
to: birdinhandcafe.com.

Monument Lighting: Caroling, food, a local makers’ 
market, and good cheer. Fireworks cap the evening 
marking the official start of the holiday season. 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at Washington Monument at Mount Vernon 
Place, 699 Washington Place. For more information, 
go to: godowntownbaltimore.com.

PSYOP, Powerwasher, Boot Boys, and Grudge: All 
ages. ($10) 8 p.m. at Metro Gallery, 1700 North Charles 
Street. For more information, go to: themetrogallery.
net or email: ericmach@themetrogallery.net.

Friday, December 2
Holly Jolly Christmas Trolley Tour: Comfort-
controlled White Trolley tours the lights of Baltimore 
— including Mt. Vernon, Fells Point, 33rd Street in 
Hampden, and more. ($22.50-$32.50) Dec. 2-Dec. 30 
(multiple dates and times; see Eventbrite for details) at 
The Royal Sonesta Harbor Court Baltimore, 550 Light 
Street. For more information, go to: rentatour.com.

A Christmas Carol: A Christmas Carol with a Baltimore 
twist returns, re-imagined by Chesapeake Shakespeare 
Company member and historian Laura Rocklyn. ($29-
$65) Dec. 2-Dec. 23 (showtimes at 2 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 
and 8 p.m.) at the Chesapeake Shakespeare Company, 
7 South Calvert Street. For more information, go to: 
chesapeakeshakespeare.com or call: 410-244-8570.

Renaissance/Rennaiddance: A Beyoncé-themed 
dance party. Ages 21 and up. ($10-$15) 9 p.m. at 
Metro Gallery, 1700 North Charles Street. For more 
information, go to: themetrogallery.net or email: 
ericmach@themetrogallery.net.

808 Vol 39: Curated by Bmorealien and hosted 
by OG Swooz. Performances by Josh Stokes, Chris 
Cassius, V3RGE, and more. ($10) 9 p.m. at The Crown 
Baltimore, 1910 North Charles Street. For more 
information, email: thecrownbaltimore@gmail.com. 

A Very Shocktail Hour Holiday: Celebrate the 
season with games, specialty cocktails, a video clip 
show, and a Naughty or Nice Gift Exchange with Santa 
and Krampus. ($8-$30) 9:30 p.m. at Golden West 
Cafe, 1105 West 36th Street. For more information, go 
to: goldenwestcafe.com/home or call: 410-889-8891.

Saturday, December 3
Cloisters Castle Holiday Tea: An authentic tea experience, 
served by Solo Te’ Tea. ($45) Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Dec. 4 from noon to 4 p.m. at The Cloisters Castle, 
10440 Falls Road Timonium. For more information, go to: 
cloisterscastle.com or call: 410-821-7448.

Suminagashi Workshop with Kelly Laughlin of 
Odette Press: In this grounding workshop, explore 
the creative, meditative process of Suminagashi using 
breath, ink, and water to create designs on paper. 
($50) 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Good Neighbor, 3827 Falls 
Road. For more information, go to: goodneighborshop.
com or email: hello@goodneighborshop.com.

Pre-Kwanzaa Cultural Celebration: Free lunch, arts 
and crafts, a fashion show, storytelling, and more. 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. at Morgan State University, 1700 East 
Cold Spring Lane. For more information, go to: morgan.
edu/communityservices or call: 443-885-2217.

Baltimore By Baltimore Holiday Makers 
Market: All goods at this event are crafted, 
produced, constructed, or designed by Baltimore 
artisans and entrepreneurs. 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Light Street Pavilion, 301 Light Street. For more 
information, go to: waterfrontpartnership.org/
enjoy/baltimore-by-baltimore.

En Love, Rabbit, Mowder Oyal, Boot Boys: A night 
of genre-bending music to rage to. ($10) 8 p.m. at Holy 
Frijoles, 908 West 36th Street. For more information, 
call: 410-235-2326.

Sunday, December 4
Tiny Kitchen Jam Sesh: Santana Sankofa Live: 
Live music, a multicourse dinner with vegan/gluten 
free options, themed cocktails, and networking with 
local artists and artisans. ($35-$60) 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
at 1423 John Street. For more information, go to: 
santanasankofa.com.

Tuesday, December 6
An Outdoor Nutcracker Experience Presented by 
the White Marsh Ballet Academy: Listen to holiday 
music, warm up with mulled wine from Grand Cru 
Market Bar and hot chocolate from Pure Chocolate 

by Jinji, and grab your spot to catch segments of a 
magical performance of “The Nutcracker.” 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at Belvedere Square, 540 East Belvedere Avenue. 
For more information, go to: belvederesquare.com. 

Wednesday, December 7
Date Night at Candy Lane: Bring your sweetheart 
out for sweet treats including specialty cocktails, 
sparkling wine, and build-your-own s’mores kits. 
($10-$100) 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Center Plaza, 100 
North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
godowntownbaltimore.com.

A Christmas Story: Baltimore Fishbowl Reader 
Appreciation Night: Join Baltimore Fishbowl for a free 
screening of the holiday classic “A Christmas Story” to kick 
off the season. 6:15 pm at The Parkway Theater, 5 West North 
Avenue. For more information, go to: baltimorefishbowl.
com or email: editor@baltimorefishbowl.com.

Nutcracker! Magic of Christmas Ballet: The 
acclaimed holiday tradition is live in theaters for the 
30th Anniversary tour. ($44.10-$92.30) Dec. 7 and Dec. 
8 at 7 p.m. at The Hippodrome Theatre at the France-
Merrick Performing Arts Center, 12 North Eutaw Street. 
For more information, go to: france-merrickpac.com.

Thursday, December 8
Drinks with Downtown Partnership of Baltimore: 
Join Downtown Partnership of Baltimore for a 
networking Happy Hour at the German Christmas 
Village. Open to all members and guests. Free admission 
to the German Christmas Village in Baltimore 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at West Shore Park, 401 Light Street. For more 
information, go to: godowntownbaltimore.com.

Holiday Wine Dinner: Gift Wines: A sit-down, three-
course wine dinner cooked by Schola chefs. 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. at Schola, 916 North Charles Street. For more 
information, go to: scholacooks.com.

Friday, December 9
Cocoabutterfest 2: The Holiday Vibe: Music, 
art, poetry, comedy and more. 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
Downtown Cultural Arts Center, 401 North Howard 
Street.

Ho Ho Ho Holiday Drag Show: Pariah Sinclair 
brings you a sexy holiday show featuring the best 
drag and burlesque in the city. ($10) 8 p.m. at Ottobar, 
2549 North Howard Street. For more information, go 
to: theottobar.com or call: 410-662-0069.

Arts + Culture Listings
Here’s our listing of arts and culture events around the city.

by Teri Henderson

Continues on next page → 

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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Art After Hours: American Underground: Inspired 
by the American Modernism installation and early 
20th century nightlife. Experience an evening of 
themed cocktails and appetizers, pop-up activities, 
art-making, and free access to the A Movement in 
Every Direction: Legacies of the Great Migration 
exhibition. ($20-$25) 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at Baltimore 
Museum of Art, 10 Art Museum Drive. For more 
information, go to: artbma.org or call: 443-573-1700.

Saturday, December 10
Station North Holiday Market: A curated outdoor 
market featuring over 20 Baltimore-based artists, 
craftspeople, makers, and food and drink entrepreneurs. 
Noon to 5:30 p.m. at North Avenue between Maryland 
and Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
stationnorth.org or call: 410-244-1775.

Current Space Art Market: Buy art directly from the 
artists, meet the people behind the work, and support 
them by buying something for yourself or someone 
special. Noon at Current Space, 421 North Howard 
Street. For more information, go to: currentspace.com 
or email: info@currentspace.com.

Down in the Valley Drag Show and Day Party 
with Nicco Annan: Join Evon Michelle and the Dolls 
of Sadbrunch for an extravagant P-Valley-themed 
drag show. ($40-$75) 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Safari Club, 
5625 O’Donnell Street. For more information, go to: 
safarinightclub.com.

Sunday, December 11
Morgan State University Choir Christmas Concert: 
The renowned Morgan State University Choir, under 
the direction of Dr. Eric Conway, performs its first 
concert in three years. ($15-$25) 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Carl 
J. Murphy Fine Arts Center, Gilliam Concert Hall, 2201 
Argonne Drive. For more information, go to: events.
morgan.edu/department/mfac or call: 443-885-4440.

Duke Ellington’s The Nutcracker Suite: With Charles 
Funn Big Band, featuring Baltimore Dance Tech. 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Eubie Blake National Jazz and 
Cultural Center, 847 North Howard Street. For more 
information, go to: eubieblake.org or call: 410-225-3130.

Wednesday, December 14
Baltimore School for the Arts Big Band and Jazz 
Ensemble: Baltimore School of Arts Big Band and Jazz 
Ensemble featuring the Music of Dizzy Gillespie, Miles 
Davis, Clifford Brown, Charlie Parker, and Grammy 
Award-winning arranger Button Masher. ($10) 7 p.m. 
at Keystone Corner, 1350 Lancaster Street. For more 
information, go to: keystonekornerbaltimore.com or 
call: 410-946-6726.

The Poetry Party Live Open Mic: Weekly open mic. 
7 p.m. at The Garage, 6 East Lafayette Avenue. For 
more information, call: 443-804-8742.

Thursday, December 15
Double Book Event: Maximillian Alvarez and 
Jamie McCallum on workers, organizing, and the 
pandemic: Join the authors of “The Work of Living: 
Working People Talk About Their Lives and the Year 
the World Broke” and “Essential: How the Pandemic 
Transformed the Long Fight for Worker Justice” for 
a conversation about the lives and struggles of our 
fellow workers in an era of COVID crisis. 7 p.m. at Red 
Emma’s Bookstore Coffeehouse, 3128 Greenmount 
Avenue. For more information, go to: redemmas.org 
or call: 410-601-3072.

Jazz in the Living Room—An Evening with 
Brandon Woody: Spend an evening in our living 
room with live jazz performed by trumpeter Brandon 
Woody as part of a trio ensemble to give you a 
break from the hustle of the holidays. 7:30 p.m. to 
10 p.m. at Good Neighbor, 3827 Falls Road. For more 
information, go to: goodneighborshop.com or email: 
hello@goodneighborshop.com.

Saturday, December 17
Ugly Sweater Drag Brunch: Hosted by Dustyn Dawn, 
featuring Chanel Belladonna, Vee Vee Majesty, Sirene 
Noir Sidora Jackson, Emerald Star and The Grinch. ($15) 
Noon to 3 p.m. at Mother’s Federal Hill Grille, 1113 South 
Charles Street. For more information, go to: absolutely-
dragulous.com or email: info@absolutely-dragulous.com.
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Mrs. Santa Annual Toy Giveaway: An afternoon of 
food by Mera Kitchen Collective, a photo station by 
Marqel Allen, vibes by Queen HD, and more. Noon to 
4 p.m. at NomüNomü, 709 North Howard Street. For 
more information, go to: afrocharities.org.

Sunday, December 18
NSAA African Creations Annual Kwanzaa 
Celebration: Dr. Oya Ma’at will expound on the 
importance of Kwanzaa. 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at St. Matthew 
Catholic Church, 5401 Loch Raven Boulevard. For 
more information, go to: nsaacreations.com or email: 
nsaacreation@gmail.com.

Tuesday, December 20
Trixie Little Presents Holiday Hootenanny: Naughty 
Elf, Pint-Size Powerhouse, and Queen of Burlesque 
Trixie Little presents her hilarious holiday cabaret. 
Ages 18 and up. ($25-$55) Dec. 20-Dec. 22 at Ottobar, 
2549 North Howard Street. For more information, go 
to: theottobar.com or call: 410-662-0069.

Wednesday, December 21
Drink, Draw, & Draft: Get together, create some 
works, network, catch up, and have a good time. 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Wet City, 223 West Chase Street. For 
more information, go to: bmoreintocomics.com or 
email bmoreintocomics@gmail.com.

Thursday, December 22
Marcus Johnson Holiday Celebration: Keyboardist 
and bandleader mans the boundaries between 
smooth jazz and modern R&B. ($30-$35) 7:30 p.m. 
at Keystone Korner, 1350 Lancaster Street. For more 
information, go to: keystonekornerbaltimore.com or 
call: 410-946-6726.

Friday, December 23
Baltimore Beat x Eze Jackson x Emily Rabbit 
present: A Very Messy Xmas: With Rod Lee, Miss 
Kam, Naeem (fka Spank Rock), Mowder Oyal, and DJ 
James Nasty. Hosted by Eze Jackson. Proceeds from 
the show will help support the publication of Baltimore 
Beat. 7 p.m. at Metro Gallery, 1700 North Charles 
Street. For more information, go to: themetrogallery.
net or email: ericmach@themetrogallery.net.

Ultra Naté presents DEEP SUGAR: Christmas Jingle 
Jangle: With Ultra Naté, Kenny Dope, Gonzalez, and 
Mookie Brock. ($25) 8 p.m. at Baltimore Soundstage, 
124 Market Place. For more information, email: 
deepsugarmusic@gmail.com.

Friday, December 30
Baltimore NYE Weekend R&B Ladies Night - All 
Black Party: Bobby Brown, Dru Hill, Ginuwine, 
112, Silk, and Hi-Five. ($59.50-$399) 8 p.m. at 
Chesapeake Employers Insurance Arena, 1000 
Hilltop Circle. For more information, go to: 
chesapeakeemployersinsurancearena.com or call: 
443-612-3840.

Saturday, December 31
Midnight Noon: Count down to the new year at the 
Maryland Science Center’s annual Midnight Noon 
celebration! Enjoy loads of festive activities that will get 
you in the mood to celebrate. (Free with paid museum 
admission) 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Maryland Science Center, 
601 Light Street. For more information, go to: mdsci.org.

NYE Live! New Year’s Eve Baltimore: Live music, 
electric DJ performances, laser shows, dancing, and, 
of course, a massive midnight celebration featuring 
the “Times Square” Ball Drop on two 20’ LED screens. 
($80-$85) 8 p.m. at Power Plant Live, 34 Market Place. 
For more information, go to: powerplantlive.com or call: 
410-908-0650.

New Year’s Eve: BSO Fusion: From Beethoven to 
Beyoncé: A fantastical trip through an imaginary 
music festival curated by those two artists, combining 
the greatest composers of all time with the best 
popular artists of today. Please note the artists listed 
above do not appear on this performance. ($25-
$65) 8:30 p.m. at Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, 
1212 Cathedral Street. For more information, go to: 
bsomusic.org or call: 410-783-8000. 

New Year’s Eve Charm City Cruise: Ring in the New 
Year aboard a luxury yacht with dancing, desserts, a 
live DJ, and a complimentary glass of bubbly. Ages 
21 and up. ($97) 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. at Baltimore Finger 
Piers, 555 Light Street. For more information, go to: 
watermarkjourney.com or call: 410-268-7601.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, 
send information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.
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Here are some photos from our readers 
from holiday seasons past.
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Michelle Stafford and family.

Diana Hutsler and Father, Chuck Hutsler, in 1983.

Charlene and family.

Left: Dr. Ashanti Bryant and family.
Top Right: Cara and Malcom Bates; Bottom Right: Kira Wisniewski and family.

The Frintini family.
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In 1988, four years removed from his greatest 
failure (an adaptation of W. Somerset 

Maugham’s “The Razor’s Edge”), comedy 
giant Bill Murray brought Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” kicking and screaming into the 
modern era with “Scrooged.” But in the 30-plus 
years since, why have there been so few other 
contemporary adaptations of this classic tale?

Outside of 2000’s “A Diva’s Christmas 
Carol,” an unsung (and nowhere to be found on 
streaming) VH1 original film featuring Vanessa 
L. Williams as Ebony Scrooge, a selfish pop 
singer, there are few notable takes on the well-
worn material that don’t hide behind the tattered 
comforts of period piece aesthetic distance. 
If you’ve seen promotional images for Apple 
TV+’s dreadful-looking “Spirited,” you would be 
forgiven for assuming it was just a pricey ad for 
star Ryan Reynolds’ cell carrier of choice, Mint 
Mobile. It’s actually a modern musical take on 
Scrooge that was released to the platform last 
week. With Reynolds and co-star Will Ferrell 
draped in dueling red and green costumery, it 
follows the Hallmark Channel Christmas flick 
color scheme perfectly, and, true to form, tells us 
absolutely nothing about the movie. It appears 
to take place in the present day, leaving the 
myth buried under many layers of metatextual 
framing. 

Modern retellings of “A Christmas Carol” 
— and another public domain, anticapitalist 
classic, “Robin Hood,” — shy away from tackling 
what selfish hoarding and toxic greed look like 
in today’s world, not some exaggerated and far 
away past. But “Scrooged,” directed by Richard 
Donner from a script by “SNL” veterans Mitch 
Glazer and Michael O’Donaghue, tackles that 
reality head-on, albeit with its own stylistic 
embellishments and tonal liberties. 

In the film, Murray plays Frank Cross, an out-
of-touch and grossly rakish network executive 
who would be right at home having lunch with 
“American Psycho”’s Patrick Bateman and “Wall 
Street”’s Gordon Gekko.

As with those iconic ’80s-era corporate 
villains, Frank seems an irredeemable product 
of his environment, a man who has burned 
every bridge to make it to the top of IBC, the 
television network he now runs. IBC is preparing 
to debut a live staging of “A Christmas Carol” to 
air on Christmas Eve, about as grotesque and 
exploitative a ploy for TV ratings as one can 
imagine. But like Scrooge, he’s visited by a Jacob 
Marley of his own, a former mentor played by 
John Forsythe who warns him of the three ghosts 
to come.

Those specters, Christmas Past (David 
Johannson from The New York Dolls), Christmas 
Present (Carol Kane) and Christmas Future (...a 
giant skeleton in a cloak), show us that Frank 
wasn’t always so heartless. We learn that, bit by 
bit, his humanity was stripped away by a lonely 
childhood, climbing the ladder at the network, 
and, finally, losing the love of his life, Claire 
(Karen Allen).

Viewed today, “Scrooged” is a messy and 
strange film. Donner isn’t afraid to tap into the 
story’s horror elements, blending tragedy and 
genuine scares, especially in the film’s visions 
of the future. But it was, at the time, Murray’s 
big comedy comeback picture, so a lot of his 
improvisational comic energy permeates even 

the most sobering and emotional beats of the 
story. It also paints such a specific and craven 
image of New York City that it rivals Paul 
Verhoeven’s work on “Robocop” for memorable 
urban decay.

As a child, “Scrooged” was one of my 
absolute favorite Christmas movies, alongside 
its slightly superior antecedent “Mister Magoo’s 
Christmas Carol,” a 1962 animated film that still 
brings me to tears. But it’s not Murray’s work that 
stuck with me at that age. It was Alfre Woodard.

Woodard plays Grace, Frank’s Bob Cratchett 
stand-in executive assistant. A working single 
mother and long-suffering prop in Frank’s 
absurd lifestyle, Woodard grounds Grace with 
a tangible sense of frustration, exhaustion, and 
perseverance. There’s a notable sequence where 
Christmas Present shows Frank what Grace’s 
home life looks like. She has to support a large 
family on her own, including Regina King’s 
younger sister Reina as eldest daughter Lanell, 
and Calvin, this story’s Tiny Tim, who hasn’t 
spoken a word since he witnessed his father’s 
murder. In a particular moment of absolute 
tragicomedy, Grace has to drop everything while 
trying to make dinner to stop her children from 
wrapping Calvin up in Christmas lights, the 
silent boy stoically accepting being reduced to 
the tree they cannot afford.

The scenes with Grace and her family 
don’t take up much of the film’s runtime. Still, 
this scene and Woodard’s performance always 
reminded me of my mother, who always brought 
so much light into my world around the holidays, 
no matter our financial circumstances. She 
would wrap gifts for me and address them from 
my favorite fictional characters (even a Game 
Boy game sent from Wolverine of the X-Men 
himself!), making it impossible for me to ponder 
much else in the way of strife.

But perhaps the most enduring moment from 
“Scrooged” lies in Murray’s eventual rebirth as a 
Christmas truther, a man finally ready to let the 
world back into his heart and to participate in the 
social contract again to get his soul’s account out 
of arrears. Frank crashes the live telecast, talking 
directly to the viewers at home, his rejected 
friends and family among them. In summarizing 
the true spirit of Christmas, he rightly nails what 
makes it so unique. The holidays can be stressful, 
and it’s cliche to remind people that it’s not just 
about buying gifts or pumping Mariah Carey’s 
Billboard stats. Instead, “For a few hours of the 
whole year,” Frank proclaims, “we are the people 
we always hoped we would be.” l

“Scrooged” is currently streaming on Amazon Prime Video.

It’s time to revisit 
‘Scrooged,’ a chaotic and 
timely Chrismas carol
Richard Donner’s beloved Bill Murray vehicle 
feels livelier and more relevant than any Dickens 
adaptation made since.

by Dominic Griffin
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Bill Murray as Frank Cross, Alfre Woodard as Grace Cooley and Nicolas Phillips as Calvin Cooley in “Scrooged” 
(1988). Courtesy of Paramount Movies.
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