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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
As we prepared this issue for press, Maryland’s first Black governor, Wes Moore, was inaugurated. I knew that 

this was something I’d have to see for myself, and so I drove to Annapolis along with Schaun Champion, 
Baltimore Beat’s director of photography, to check it out. It was hard not to be swept up in the celebrity, the 
display of power, and the important names who all gathered in front of the statehouse to see Moore take the 
oath of office and deliver his inaugural address. Black people, some with children, came to see one of us break 
a barrier. I don’t want to downplay the happiness that many feel right now (outgoing Governor Larry Hogan 
disparaged this city enough for everyone to at least allow themselves some joy that he’s gone). At the same 
time, I’ve been covering Baltimore politics, a place where most leaders are Black, long enough to know that 
representation isn’t enough. Maryland is a rich state, but so many people are hurting and in need. As we write in 
our “Around Baltimore” news roundup, Moore has his work cut out for him.

Also in this issue, we celebrate the life of another pioneer. Irving Henry Webster Phillips Jr. got his start 
at the AFRO and then went on to become the Baltimore Sun’s first Black photographer. Journalism is a hard 
industry to break into — especially if you are Black. Even today, it’s hard to find many Black reporters writing 
about this majority-Black city. I feel lucky to get the chance to run some of Phillips’ images in Baltimore Beat, 
and am honored that his son, I. H. Webster Phillips III, trusted us to do so.

In these pages, you’ll also learn about the Baltimore Student Union, a group of high school students from 
all around the city who are organizing to advocate for themselves. The problems with Baltimore’s school system 
are complex and go back decades. These young people say they want to help resolve them in a way that allows 
many different kinds of people to be heard.

Finally, you’ll find film critic Dominic Griffin talking about “To Leslie,” the low-budget film that’s 
generating Oscar buzz, tarotscopes from Iya Osundara Ogunsina, a poem written by Charlotte Subelsky, and a 
piece that I wrote about how leaders are working to solve the problem of homelessness.

Lisa Snowden, Editor-in-Chief

Use this QR code to read and 
share this story online.
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Unionization efforts became one of the 
biggest stories of 2022. Chris Smalls led 

Amazon warehouse workers in Staten Island, 
New York, as they successfully fought to form 
the global corporation’s first union; railroad 
workers went on strike against the railroad 
industry due to a lack of paid sick leave; and 
according to a Gallup poll, our approval of 
unions is at its highest since 1965. This fight 
to be represented through organizing and 
advocacy has also made its way to Baltimore.

The Starbucks in Mount Vernon, the 
Apple store in Towson Town Center, and 
the Enoch Pratt Library System are all 
places where Baltimoreans decided to come 
together for better working conditions in a 
time when the rich get richer off the backs 

of the working class. But there’s one group 
of young people from all over Baltimore City 
Public Schools who are working specifically 
to represent students’ needs and demands: 
the Baltimore Student Union.

Ethan Eblaghie, a junior at Baltimore 
Polytechnic Institute, started this 
organization with a couple of his friends 
after volunteering during the school board 
election in October of last year. He serves as 
Poly’s chapter leader.

“We started an Instagram page, and it 
got really, really big in the first couple weeks 
because I think that there was a demand 
for an organization where students could 
kind of express how they were feeling about 

different issues,” said Camille Coffey, also a 
junior at Poly, who is the union’s outreach 
and onboarding manager.

The student union isn’t quite the same as 
a labor union. Although the student union 
is interested in leveraging power like labor 
union, its bargaining power only lies in its 
connections with organizations like Youth 
as Resources, and its social media presence. 
While they have no power over the school 
board, they wish to “make space and build 
community for the voices of disenfranchised, 
marginalized, and ignored City Students,” 
according to their website.

Camille Coffey, Ethan Eblaghie, Zoe Hong, and Destiny Stewart. Photo by Cameron Snell

CONTINUES ON PG. 7

Speaking for Themselves
A group of young people from all over Baltimore City Public Schools are working to 
represent students’ needs and demands.

by Aaron Wright

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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Harm can come from family squabbles 
and verbal jabs or it can be seen in 

physical violence from friends or strangers. 
Harm can also be done in response to being 
harmed, creating an unending back and 
forth between parties. How should society 
handle cases where harms are multiple, 
concurrent, and experienced by all parties? 
There are no easy answers here — especially 
in a world where we rarely find a perfect 
victim or monstrous villain.

One thing we can say for certain is 
that our current criminal justice system is 
particularly bad at handling such cases. Its 
basic framework requires that there only be 
two sides — the accused and the accuser, 
the harmed and the person who commits the 
harm, the innocent and the guilty. We are 
told that to solve our problems we simply 
take them to the legal system — and in that 
way the truth will be uncovered and justice 
served. We are told that “accountability” 
means punishment for the guilty party. 
The whole premise is based on the pure 
innocence of the harmed person who needs 
society to protect them and punish on their 
behalf. Their agency is reduced to the point 
that, even if they wish to stop the process to 
avoid punishment of the accused, the state 
is the one who makes that decision for them. 
The result is that, if a victim is not perfectly 
innocent, then the only option is that they, 
too, are guilty and by definition shouldn’t be 
seen as a victim.

In April 2020, Baltimore Courtwatch 
observers were disturbed to hear a case that 
still haunts us. A then-18-year-old was up for 
a bail review hearing. The young person was 
charged as an adult for possessing a firearm 
as a minor.

The gun he was charged with possessing 
was allegedly found under his recently shot 

and paralyzed body when medics arrived 
to save his life. The defense attorney noted 
that after his initial hospitalization at Shock 
Trauma, he was moved to the infirmary at 
a local detention center. In the infirmary, 
he was so egregiously mistreated that he 
developed bedsores which meant he was sent 
back to Shock Trauma. Once recovered, he 
was sent right back to that same infirmary. 
Surely someone bedridden, physically 
paralyzed, and a gun violence survivor is 
worthy of compassionate release.

Assistant State’s Attorney Tonya Lapolla 
did not believe so. Her response to the 
defendant being a survivor of gun violence 
was chilling. She insisted that his paralysis 
did not mean he was not a threat to public 
safety and argued for him to be held without 
bond. A representative from Baltimore’s 
pretrial services insisted he was “an extreme 
threat to public safety,” but granted that his 
paralysis “somewhat diminishes” the threat. 
Judge Philip Jackson ordered to electronic 
home monitoring.

You may assume this is a rare occurrence. 
Let us describe a similar case we heard just 
a few months later.

In July 2020, our observers listened 
to a case where a gun violence survivor 
was being prosecuted with a litany of 
gun-related charges. A shootout had 

erupted, resulting in deaths and injuries, 
traumatizing a neighborhood. Prosecutors 
charged this person one year after the 
incident in question using dubious forensics. 
The assistant state’s attorney for the case 
acknowledged this person did not fire a 
weapon. Unacknowledged by the prosecution 
was that, four days after the initial incident, 
the defendant was shot multiple times, 
leaving him paraplegic and without parts of 
his liver, spleen, and pancreas.

In this bail hearing, the assistant 
state’s attorney argued he should be held 
without bond, and pretrial services agreed. 
Judge Gregory Sampson stated he was “not 
concerned” with his medical issues but had 
concerns he may become “ambulatory” if 
released. He said that the defendant could 
go home but must wear an ankle monitor 
as a means of surveillance. This case is still 
being pursued by prosecutors today.

These cases exemplify the limits of 
a punitive justice system. In our city, 
gun violence survivors don’t receive the 
protection they need because they are not the 
“perfect victim.” We all know from our own 
lives that reality does not contain perfectly 
good people, and when we allow our system 
to demand victims and survivors of violence 
be perfect, it perpetuates the cycle of harm. 
Requiring a person experiencing violence 
to prove they did not “deserve” the violence 
is an age-old way of justifying violence. 
Whether it’s interpersonal violence, police 
violence, or any other violence, it is not 
relevant whether the person harmed is ‘good’ 
beyond reproach. People are complicated 
and do not deserve further punishment to 
make some feel that “at least something is 
being done.” l

The Myth of the Perfect Victim
Requiring a person experiencing violence to prove they did not “deserve” it is an age-old justification tactic.

by Baltimore Courtwatch

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

In our city, gun violence 
survivors don’t receive 
the protection they need 
because they are not the 
“perfect victim.”
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Wednesday, January 25
Train Up Resource Fair: Meet Train Up providers 
to learn more about free job training programs for 
Baltimore City residents. 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at South 
Baltimore Learning Center, 28 East Ostend Street. For 
more information, go to: moed.baltimorecity.gov/train.

Out For Justice Joint Advocacy and Member Meeting: 
Learn from advocates about our policy agenda and how 
to take action at the state and local levels. 6 p.m. at 
Oliver Community Center, 1400 East Federal Street. For 
more information, go to: out4justice.org or call: 443-563-
2123.

West Wednesdays: Hear about the ongoing fight for 
police accountability in the Tyrone West case and for all 
victims of police misconduct. 7 p.m. This event happens 
every Wednesday. For more information, go to: facebook.
com/justicefortyronewest.

Thursday, January 26
Baltimore City Health Department Virtual Naloxone 
Trainings: Don’t Die is a campaign of the Baltimore City 
Health Department focused on reducing the stigma of 
addiction, promoting substance use disorder treatment, 
and educating the public to recognize and respond to an 
overdose with the opioid overdose reversal medication 
naloxone. Noon. Virtual. For more information, go to: 
dontdie.org or call: 410-396-4398.

Baltimore BIPOC Healers’ Circle: A space for folks who 
identify as BIPOC who work with any healing practice 
to connect with each other to build community and 
solidarity. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Our Time Kitchen, 117 West 
24th Street. For more information, email: anumkache@
gmail.com.

“Tax Broke” Free Screening: What is a TIF or PILOT? 
Watch this documentary to find out how developers use 
them to avoid Baltimore’s high tax rate—and why you 
can’t. RSVP requested. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at The Charles 
Theatre, 1711 North Charles Street. For more information, 
go to: therealnews.com or call: 410-800-4295.

Friday, January 27
Yoga for Self-Care: Classes are free to the community 
and beginner-friendly. Noon to 1 p.m. at Revival, 101 
West Monument Street. For more information, go to: 
jdvhotels.com/hotels/maryland/baltimore/hotel-
revival-baltimore.

Saturday, January 28
Social Impact Saturday - Volunteer with Free Cookout 
+ Connect: On the last Saturday of every month, Break 

A Difference’s “From: Baltimore”  program hosts Social 
Impact Saturdays involving transformational volunteer 
projects in the morning with a cookout to build 
community and network afterward. Lunch is provided 
cookout-style. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at The Warehouse 
Collaborative, 1794 Union Avenue. For more information, 
go to: frombaltimore.org or call: 202-400-2257.

12th Annual Progressive Education Summit: Free 
annual progressive education conference and workshops 
that bring together hundreds of educators from 
around the region and country. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at City 
Neighbors, Hamilton Campus, 5609 Sefton Avenue. For 
more information, go to: cityneighborsfoundation.org.

Baltimore Coat Drive Free Store: Free coats and 
other winter essentials for people who need them. 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the intersection of Greenmount 
and North Avenue. For more information, go to: 
changinglivesinitiativ.org or call: 410-469-1553.

Sunday, January 29

Community Yoga @UMAR Boxing Gym: Beginners 
and families are welcome. Trauma-informed. 
Donations welcome. 1 p.m. at Umar Boxing Gym, 
1217 West North Avenue. For more information, go to: 
nohooksbeforebooks.org or call: 410-728-3600.

Monday, January 30
Schaufeld at the Shop: The Johns Hopkins Schaufeld 
Program for Prostate Cancer hosts a conversation on 
prostate cancer with our community. 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Reflection Eternal Barbershop, 2431 Saint Paul Street. 
For more information, go to: hopkinsmedicine.org/
brady-urology-institute/conditions_and_treatments/
prostate_cancer/prostate-cancer-black-men.html

Wednesday, February 1
Fit4Baby at the CareFirst Engagement Center: Small 
group workouts to help build your mental and physical 
endurance, strengthen your body, connect you with 
other moms, and help prepare you for pregnancy, birth, 
and beyond. 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 1501 South Clinton Street. 
For more information, go to: carefirst.com/cec.

#RestEasyBby: BIPOC Movement + Community 
Connection: A BIPOC-only yoga class. Donations 
appreciated but not required. 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Black 
Artist Research Space, 426 West Franklin Street. For 
more information, go to: blackartistresearchspace.com.

Saturday, February 4
Community Volunteer Day: Help make improvements 

to BLISS Meadows and beautify the space. 10 a.m. to 
noon at BLISS Meadows, 5105 Plainfield Avenue. For 
more information, go to: backyardbasecamp.org.

Natural Born Champions Community Job Fair: Come 
professionally dressed! Bring several copies of your 
resume and two forms of identification. RSVP required. 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. at Natural Born Champions Inc., 1301 
North Spring Street, Suite B. For more information, go 
to: naturalbornchampions.com or call: 443-345-8077.

You Are ENOUGH #YesYou Women’s Empowerment 
Event: Start the New Year out by creating 2023 Vision 
Boards and discussing the benefits of journaling. 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. at Strategic Collaboration Network, LLC Studio, 
3000 Chestnut Avenue. For more information, call: 443-
505-6090.

Sunday, February 5
Baltimore City Survivors Memory Jar Workshop: 
Create a memory jar in recognition of loved ones taken 
by gun violence in honor of National Gun Violence 
Survivors Week. 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at American 
Visionary Arts Museum, 800 Key Highway. For more 
information, go to: avam.org or call: 410-244-1900.

End the Silence - Mental Health Seminar for Middle 
and High School: A free, evidence-based, 50-minute 
session designed for middle and high school students. 
Students will learn about mental health conditions 
through a brief presentation, short videos, and personal 
testimony from a young adult who describes their 
journey to recovery. 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Urban Life 
Center and Juice Bar, 3223 Eastern Avenue. For more 
information, go to: urbanlifecenter.org or call: 410-469-
9965.

Of Black Study: A Book Talk with Joshua Myers: Joshua 
Myers explores the work of thinkers who broke with the 
racial and colonial logics of academic disciplinarity. 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. at Bloom Collective, 2000 Greenmount 
Avenue, Suite 101. For more information, go to: 
bloominbaltimore.com or call: 443-961-4990.

Monday, February 6
Baltimore City Council Meeting: Meeting of the 
Baltimore City Council. 5 p.m. at Baltimore City Hall, 
100 North Holliday Street. For more information, go to: 
baltimorecitycouncil.com or call: 410-396-4804.

Tuesday, February 7
Calvary Lutheran Church Food Pantry: Calvary 
Lutheran Church Food Pantry serves those in need 
on the first Tuesday of each month. 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. at Calvary Lutheran Church of Hamilton, 2625 
East Northern Parkway. For more information, go to: 

Government and Community Events
Here’s our listing of government and community events around the city.

by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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The cover of the January 14 issue of the Baltimore 
Sun illustrated two different realities.

Above the fold, a jubilant Keith Davis Jr. embraces 
a supporter. The day before, new Baltimore City 
State’s Attorney Ivan Bates announced he was 
dropping charges against Keith, who had been locked 
up since 2015, when he was shot at by police and 
then apprehended in connection with the murder of 
security guard Kevin Jones at Pimlico Race Course.

Former Baltimore State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby 
was in the process of taking Keith to trial for a fifth 
time when she lost her bid for reelection last year. 
Through every trial, Keith’s wife, Kelly Davis, fought 
for his freedom. Absent help from anyone currently 
in power in Baltimore, Kelly had to build her own 
advocacy support system from scratch. Along with 
a group of supporters who called themselves Team 
Keith, she passed out fliers, rented billboards, and 
protested on behalf of her husband.

It can be argued that Kelly’s support for Bates, and 
Team Keith’s work highlighting the problems with 
Mosby, helped Bates win the office.

“There were times during this fight that I couldn’t 
see my way through this horrible ordeal,” Kelly said 
in a statement on social media posted the morning of 
her husband’s release.

Below the fold on the Sun’s front page was a 
different story. Kevin Jones’ grandmother, Earlene 
Neales, sat solemnly with her hands clasped. “The 
system failed Kevin,” she told the newspaper.

The Davis’ win is remarkable — this country’s 
justice system isn’t designed with the intention of 
reuniting families, especially Black ones. But we are 
still left with a system that can’t give one family a win 
without breaking another family’s hearts.

Supporters of the Davis family have created a 
GoFundMe to help Keith get back on his feet.

One day before he announced the release of Keith 
Davis Jr., Baltimore State’s Attorney Ivan Bates 

announced that his office would not be pursuing 
charges against two Baltimore City Police Officers 
who shot and killed 18-year-old Donnell Rochester in 
February of 2022. He also released the results of an 
investigation into the incident.

Officers were attempting to arrest Rochester 
because of an open warrant regarding an alleged 
carjacking. Rochester eluded the cops, but they 
spotted him again, on foot near his car. When he saw 
them, according to police, he got back in his vehicle. 
Officer Connor Murray approached Rochester’s car on 
foot. Rochester accelerated, and Murray fired three 
shots into the front of the car. He fell to the side and 
fired a fourth shot which went through Rochester’s 
arm and into his chest. Officer Robert Mauri also shot 
at Rochester. Rochester got out of the car with his 
hands raised and fell to his knees, blood coming from 
his mouth as he said, “I can’t breathe.”

The shooting was captured on body-worn cameras 
and shows both officers violating departmental policy, 
which trains them not to step in the way of moving 
cars in a manner that might precipitate the use of 
force and prohibits firing into moving vehicles.

Particularly questionable is the fourth and final 
shot fired by Murray, after he had already fallen out of 
the way of the vehicle.

Rochester’s family and friends have been 
protesting and marching to draw attention to his 
death — and have argued that police waited too long 
to administer aid.

“We would say that this is a bad start to the new 
State’s Attorney ‘enforcing all laws,’ except there 
aren’t actually laws against police shooting someone 
when the officer(s) ‘fears for their life,’” progressive 
legal group Baltimore Action Legal Team tweeted 
after Bates’ announcement.

On January 18, with pomp, circumstance, and an 
appearance by Oprah, Wes Moore was sworn in 

as Maryland’s governor. He is this state’s first Black 
governor and one of only a handful of Black men ever 
to hold the position of governor in the United States.

Moore is a young man with a beautiful family. 
His campaign slogan, “no one left behind,” was an 
attractive alternative to the violent rhetoric we’ve 
seen in politics, an environment encouraged by an 
increasingly extreme Republican party. It’s not hard to 
think of him as Maryland’s own version of the second 
coming of Barack Obama (in fact, whispers about a 
presidential run for Moore have already begun).

For many people, especially many Black 
Americans hopeful for a country that would treat 
them with more equity than it had their ancestors, 
the Obama years felt ideal. The current reality, with 
glaring economic inequalities exacerbated by the 
ongoing pandemic and the rise of extreme hate, feels 
grittier and much more grounded in reality. In many 
ways, this country is back to square one. Moore has a 
lot of work ahead of him.

So far, he has spent the beginning days of his term 
outlining his fiscal priorities, including increased 
funding for access to abortion care training, climate 
change initiatives, and education. l

calvarylutherancs.org or call: 410-426-4301.

NAMI West Baltimore Connection Support Group: 
A free, peer-led support group for adults 18+ living 
with a mental health condition or looking for mental 
health support. 5:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. at Bon Secour’s 
Community Works Resource Center, 31 South Payson 
Street. For more information, call: 410-435-2600 or 
email info@namibaltimore.org. 

Wednesday, February 8
Family and Community Board Forum: A series 
of in-person conversations between the Board of 
School Commissioners and the public. 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at Edmondson Westside High School, 501 
North Athol Avenue. For more information, go to: 
baltimorecityschools.org or call: 443-984-2000.

Triumph Over Trauma: View a short documentary 
tackling issues of sexual health, trauma, and healing. 6 
p.m. at Impact Hub Baltimore, 10 East North Avenue. For 
more information, go to: baltimore.impacthub.net.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, send 
information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.

Around 
Baltimore
Here’s our look at important issues the 
city is talking about.

by Baltimore Beat Staff

Keith Davis Jr. Is Free

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

No Charges for Baltimore Officers 
in Donnell Rochester’s Death

Wes Moore Becomes Maryland’s 
First Black Governor
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The student union is currently 50 
members strong across seven schools in 
Baltimore City. With this many students 
joining the union, Coffey admits that the 
rapid growth was a bit overwhelming.

“All of a sudden, our little Instagram 
group chat maxed out of people, so we had 
to start a more formal-like communication 
method,” Coffey said.

To help fulfill their mission statement, 
members of the Baltimore Student Union 
have set up multiple working groups. Each 
working group tackles an issue that students 
can get involved in.

One working group that Coffey leads 
tackles the issue of dress codes and uniforms 
in schools. While the issue of required 
uniforms may seem minor, their goal is to 
revise the dress codes so that they are more 
equitable and eliminate gender and body-
size bias.

“The skinnier girls, like, they will 
literally walk around in miniskirts, and the 
administration won’t even bat an eye. With 
the bigger girls, if their skirts are a little bit 
above their fingertips, they get called out,” 
Western High School Chapter Lead Destiny 
Stewart said.

There’s also the issue of socioeconomics 
when it comes to the dress code system. 
While supporters of school uniforms may say 
that the dress code creates socioeconomic 
uniformity, that can only happen if schools 
can make uniforms affordable.

“If you’re not in uniform, you have to go 
in through another door, which causes us 
to be even more late. I find that ridiculous 
because not everyone can afford a Western 
shirt or Western hoodie,” Stewart said.

One of the group’s early success stories 
is the way they were able to bring attention 
to the election of the Associated Student 

Congress of Baltimore City. This group, 
along with the CEO Youth Leadership 
Advisory Council, serves as BCPSS students’ 
representative body and outlet to let their 
voices be heard. The two groups do things like 
oversee all student government associations 
and appoint a student commissioner for 
the school board. However, Eblaghie noted 
that the people aware of the election for 
the ASCBC were mostly students from 
Polytechnic and Baltimore City College.

“It’s very difficult, I think, to accomplish 
a lot of things when all of your students are 
coming from one background,” Eblaghie 
said.

To remedy this lack of background 
diversity, the student union advertised the 
ASCBC election on their social media to 
get more students from different schools 
involved in its decision-making process. 
As a result, a record number of votes were 
cast, and there are members of the student 
congress that come from schools like the 
Baltimore School for the Arts, The Stadium 
School, and Reginald F. Lewis High School.

“Just the fact that there was an on-the-
ground organizing effort to bring attention 
to this group that was trying to get people 
to join up, I think played a big difference,” 
Eblaghie said. “We’re just trying to sort of 
help the student congress expand their 
bases.”

Baltimore City Public Schools gave a 
statement to Baltimore Beat regarding the 
student union. They said that the ASCBC 
and the student union serve different 
purposes regarding student representation, 
but they “celebrate and honor young people’s 
efforts to establish independent student-led 
organizations.”

The Baltimore Student Union comes at a 
time when working-class people are coming 
together to make their voices heard and 
respected in the workplace. Coffey believes 
that the rise in unionization comes from 
folks realizing that they’re more than their 
job.

“With that new societal emphasis on 
valuing your own needs and understanding 
that you’re not just someone who needs to 
work till burnout… you can’t just treat me 

like I’m not a person, because my mental 
health does matter,” Coffey said.

The student union has worked hard at 
supporting those who were at the picket 
line with the Starbucks union, and they 
developed a good relationship with the 
Coalition Against Policing by Hopkins, who 
are a collection of groups working to stop 
Johns Hopkins from forming a private police 
force.

Looking towards the future, the student 
union plans would like to have a chapter at 
every school, get the city to acknowledge 
that their metal detector program has led to 
issues from long lines to bias, and to grow 
their presence as a group. As a part of this, 
Eblaghie wrote an op-ed on the fatal shooting 
near Edmondson Westside High School.

A lot of the leadership are upperclassmen, 
so the union hopes that they can set up a 
system that keeps the Baltimore Student 
Union going once they graduate.

“I feel like a lot of people don’t realize 
that we students have opinions too,” 
according to Zoe Hong, the secretary for 
the student union and a junior at Poly. “The 
reason why we’re doing it all is just so that 
BCPSS students just feel represented.” l

CONTINUED FROM PG. 3 “We started an Instagram page, and it got really, really 
big in the first couple weeks because I think that there 
was a demand for an organization where students could 
kind of express how they were feeling about different 
issues,” said Camille Coffey.

The Baltimore Student 
Union comes at a time 
when working-class people 
are coming together to 
make their voices heard 
and respected in the 
workplace.
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Umar Boxing 
1217 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need 
every Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-728-3600

Land of Kush (Tierra de Kush) 
840 North Eutaw Street 
Provides food for families or individuals every 
Monday from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more updates, go to: facebook.com/
TheLandofKush 
Contact: 410-225-5874

Franciscan Center Prepared Meals 
101 West 23rd Street 
Daily meals Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Dinners are served from 5:30 pm to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. They help everyone in 
need. 
Contact: 410-467-5340, Option 2 for client services; or 
email: info@fcbmore.org

Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry  
422 West Patapsco Avenue  
Provides food, diapers, and formula to those in need 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For updates, visit: facebook.com/
fishesandloavespantry 
Contact: 410-525-0969 or email: 
fishesandloavespantry@yahoo.com

Yo! Baltimore West 
1510 West Lafayette Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. 
Every Tuesday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Be More Green Food Rescue  
2036 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. 
Every Friday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Old Major/Historic Pigtown Food Rescue  
900 South Carey Street 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. 
Every Thursday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

City Place on the Avenue 
610 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Provides fresh produce and grocery giveaway until 
resources are gone every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 240-705-4345

New Shiloh Baptist Church Pantry  
2100 North Monroe Street 
Provides a food pantry for anyone in need on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-523-5306 Ext. 12, or email: jward@
newshilohbaptist.org

Bmore Community Food 
300 West 24th Street 
Weekly distribution every Saturday from 2 p.m. 
to 3:30 pm. Includes one box of about 20 pounds 
of produce per three family members for a $10 
donation. How to apply: Fill out a survey on their 
Facebook page: facebook.com/food4bmore 
Contact: 844-529-3077 

Bmore Community Food Delivery 
300 West 24th Street 
Service is provided for those who are disabled, 
elderly, or otherwise limited in mobility. 
Ask to call to arrange services: 844-529-3077 
Facebook: facebook.com/food4bmore

Access Art in Morrell Park  
2446 Washington Boulevard 
This service provides free food for individuals or 
families in need. Every Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org 

Bea Gaddy Family Center  
425 North Charles Street 
The walk-in food pantry is open to the public Monday 
to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To receive food 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, you must be 
registered to vote and a Maryland resident. If you 
still need to register to vote, the center will help 
register you. Anyone can walk in and receive food on 
Thursdays without registration. 
Contact: 410-563-2749, or email: beagaddy@bea-
gaddy.org 

The Bit Center Food Distribution 

315 Homestead Southway 
Provides community meals delivered home to 
individuals who qualify. Every Tuesday from 12 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. Check eligibility at: thebitcenter.org. 
Contact: 410-547-9934

First Mount Calvary Baptist Food Pantry 
1142 North Fulton Avenue 
The church provides prepared meals, a food pantry, 
and food delivery. Prepared meals are offered on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Food pantry is offered every 3rd and 4th 
Friday of each month from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Grab-
and-go lunches are every Wednesday at 11 a.m. Home 
delivery as needed; please call 410-728-8782 about 
how to enroll.

40 West Assistance & Referral Center 
4711 Edmondson Avenue 
Provides food and material assistance to those in 
need. Staff at the center can provide education about 
and refer to additional assistance resources. When 
appropriate, they provide clients to other public 
and private agencies which provide counseling, 
shelter, or other types of assistance. Food assistance 
at the center provides income-eligible clients and 
their families with food once per month. Referral 
Services are on a needs basis to anyone, and food 
assistance only requires government-issued picture 
identification. 
For more information, go to: 40west.org 
Contact: 410-233-4357 or email: info@40west.org 

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Food Pantry 
& Free Meals 
5807 Harford Road 
For ages 18 and younger, you can pick up a free and 
nutritious meal Monday to Friday at Harbel, and 
breakfast is served from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. while lunch 
is from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Individuals older have access to the food pantry by 
walking in or calling ahead during regular business 
hours, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., from Monday to Friday.  
Contact: 410-444-2100 or email: info@harbel.org

God is King Center 
208 South Pulaski Street 
This center provides individuals with hot meals, 
beverages, canned foods, and clothes. Every Sunday 
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Contact: 443-895-5456 or email: irvdrl@gmail.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/godiskingcenter

Affordable Connectivity Program 
This program helps households pay for internet 
service and internet-connected devices. You could 

Community Resources
Baltimore Beat’s collection of resources for Baltimore City residents.

by Baltimore Beat staff
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qualify if you’re a household of four making at or less 
than $55,500 per year. You can apply at nv.fcc.gov/
lifeline, call for an application at (877) 384-2575, or 
contact your current internet company.

Project Waves - Internet Access  
1100 Wicomico Street Suite 650 
Project Waves provides free, high-speed home 
Internet across several neighborhoods in Baltimore 
using a Point-to-Multipoint wireless network. 
Contact: 410-803-5146 or go to: projectwaves.net 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) 
This program assists with heating and cooling bills. 
For example, a family of four with a household 
income below $48,563 is eligible. You can apply at 
mydhrbenefits.dhr.state.md.us or by calling 
800-332-6347 for an application.

Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program 
Renters, homeowners, and residents of public 
housing are all eligible. The income eligibility is 
determined by how much you have made in the past 
30 days. For example, a household of four making 
at or below $6000 per month is eligible. You can 
apply at mymdthink.maryland.gov by printing 
an application, or by calling 800-332-6347 for an 
application.

Maryland Weatherization Assistance Program 
Provides weatherization assistance to residents 
of Maryland to help with energy costs. This could 
include upgrades to your home, even if you are 
renting. For example, a household of four making 
at or below $55,500 is eligible. You can apply at 
portal.neighborlysoftware.com/BALTIMOREMD/
participant, or by calling 410-396-3023 with 
questions.

Lifeline Program for Low-Income Consumers 
The Lifeline program provides discounts on cell 
phone services for low-income individuals and 
families. Consumers can qualify for this service if 
their income is 135 percent or less than the federal 
poverty guidelines. For example, in Maryland, a 
family of four making less than $37,462 would be 
eligible. Assurance Wireless has plans available at 
assurancewireless.com/lifeline-services, or you can 
call them at 888-321-5880.

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Housing 
Partnership Workshop 
5807 Harford Road 
This program offers free virtual workshops to assist 
people looking to purchase their first home. To 
register, go to harbel.org. 
Contact: 410-444-9152

Civic Works - Elder Service 
2701 St Lo Drive 
This is a fall-preventing program to make homes 
safer for older adults living in Baltimore City. 
Services are for 65 and older adults that include 
safety repairs, referrals to supportive services, and 
occupational therapy. The Housing Upgrades to 
Benefit Seniors (HUBS) program can assist and 
connect you to more home repair resources and 

support services. 
Contact: 443-470-9871 or email: HUBSintake@
civicworks.com

Franciscan Center Eviction Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center will assist Baltimore City residents with 
eviction notices. They will pay up to $200 toward 
an eviction total. The check will go directly to the 
landlord and be confirmed with the client. No fees or 
eligibility, but you need to show proof that you have 
money to cover the rest of the cost. 
Contact: info@fcbmore.org

House of Ruth - Emergency Shelter  
2201 Argonne Drive 
This service is for women and children who are in 
imminent danger. It is open from Monday to Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Contact: 410-889-7884 (24-Hour Hotline)

Day Center for Homeless Individuals 
17 Bond Street, Westminster MD 
For individuals over the age of 18 experiencing 
homelessness. Provides basic toiletries like 
toothbrushes and clothing. Phones are available to 
apply for jobs, food assistance, and other programs. 
The Human Service program can also provide 
case management, rapid rehousing resources, job 
opportunities, and more. Operates Monday to Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Contact: 443-201-3428

Project Phase Inc - Permanent Housing for 
Homeless Individuals (subsidized permanent 
housing) 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This service provides permanent housing to 
individuals and families in need. The programs 
include rental assistance programs and single-room 
occupancy. 
Contact: 410-837-1400 

Project Phase Inc. - Housing for Homeless 
Veterans 3601 Old Frederick Road 
This program offers services to qualified veterans, 
including rapid rehousing, 1st-month rent, security 
deposit, housing placement, utility assistance, 
eviction prevention, and referral to public and social 
service benefits. This service is for veterans only. 
Contact: Helen at 443-720-9984 or intake at 410-837-
1400 Ext. 148

Project Phase Inc - Temporary Housing for 
Homeless Individuals 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This program helps to shelter and serve homeless 
adults. This includes 24-hour supported supervision, 
on-site nursing and counseling services, and 
resident case management. Residents are given daily 
meals, linens, bus tokens, assistance with medical 
appointments, and clothing. 

Location #1: Beacon House Square 3549 Old 
Frederick Road; Location #2: 1814 Maryland Avenue 
(Accessible to those with disabilities). 
Contact: 410-837-1400

 

COST PLUS DRUGS 
An online pharmacy that doesn’t take insurance 
but prices generic prescriptions at their cost plus 15 
percent. The result is many affordable medications 
that are sometimes less than insurance co-pays. 
Download the form at costplusdrugs.com/
PrescriptionRequestForm.pdf for yourself and your 
doctor or start by visiting costplusdrugs.com.

Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) 
Mental Health Services 
7500 Harford Road 1st Floor Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
Counselors may provide home visits when working 
with clients. The psychiatrists and therapists only 
provide office visits or telehealth. Psychiatrists 
perform psychiatric evaluations and determine if 
medication is needed. Therapists perform individual 
therapy and family therapy for families who need it. 
Monday to Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Contact: 410-999-1937 or info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Community Wellness Center 
3310 Eastern Avenue 
This outpatient health center consists of a psychiatric 
rehabilitation program and behavioral health home 
program that provides support to individuals and 
families throughout Baltimore City and Maryland.
Contact: 443-708-5056 or email: info@cwmd.org

Franciscan Center Dental Referrals & Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center works with Baltimore City Health 
Department Dental Clinics to help pay for dental 
care. You must be a Baltimore City resident to be 
eligible. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services 
or info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Prescription Support Services 
(Medications) 
101 West 23rd Street 
Works with Safeway Pharmacy on Charles and 
24th Street to help cover the cost of medicine/
prescriptions. New prescriptions will be fully covered 
at that location. Transferred prescriptions will be 
discounted. Narcotics are not covered. No fees, but 
you must be a Baltimore City resident. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services 
or info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Eyeglass Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center has partnerships with various eyeglass 
businesses around Baltimore City. They can pay 
$70 for glasses and additional services. You must be 
a Baltimore City resident and the Center is asking 
residents to bring validated estimated cost from the 
eyeglass shop back to the Franciscan Center. They 
will write a check for up to $70 and send it directly to 
the shop. This does not include Walmart or America’s 
Best. 

Health Services
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Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services 
or info@fcbmore.org

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Prevention 
and Recovery Center 
5807 Harford Road 
Outpatient substance abuse prevention and 
treatment center serving adults and adolescents in 
the Baltimore Metropolitan area. Mental health is 
also provided here as well as Medicaid, Medicare, and 
some private insurance are accepted. 
Contact: 410-444-2100 Ext. 1019, or email: info@
harbel.org

Moveable Feast (Medical Transportation) 
901 North Milton Avenue 
They offer free, accessible door-to-door 
transportation to medical appointments for low-
income Baltimore City clients living with HIV. 
Medical Transportation can take clients to primary 
medical or support services such as physician 
appointments, picking up prescription medications, 
and attending support groups. Eligibility for 
transportation: Individual has been diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS and has limited access to transportation 
for medical appointments. Contact: Transportation - 
Teyana Johnson tjohnson@mfeast.org 
Phone: 410-327-3420

Moveable Feast (Medical Nutrition Therapy) 
901 North Milton Avenue 
Providing home visits and phone counseling, 
Registered Dietitian Nutritionists work with clients to 
create individualized nutrition plans. 
Contact: info@mfeast.org or call: 410-327-3420  

Turning Corners - Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Treatment 
260 Gateway Drive, Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
Provides drug and alcohol evaluations to determine 
the effects of substance use and other problems for 
the client. Contact: (410) 893-3896 

Turning Corners - Relapse Prevention Program 
260 Gateway Drive Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
This program helps show clients the signs of relapse 
before it occurs. Weekly therapeutic group provides 
support to maintain gains and improve skills, plus 
additional assistance with family involvement 
education. 
Contact: 410-893-3896

SPARC Women’s Center 
908 Washington Boulevard 
The Women’s Center supports people who identify 
as women, agender, nonbinary, and all other non-
men identities who engage in street-based survival 
activities. They currently provide delivery services of 
harm reduction supplies and safer sex supplies. The 
Center also provides STI testing, emotional support, 
case management, free psychiatric services, and 
sexual health supplies. Operates Monday through 
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: 410-624-7554 or 602-935-7554

 
 
 

 
 
 

Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) 
Support Services 
7500 Harford Road, 1st Floor, Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
PRP counselors assist clients in securing other 
resources in their community, such as health 
insurance, transportation, income, food, energy, 
and water assistance. Other services provided by 
BHCS are clothing donations to individuals in 
need, children’s toys donations, money and anger 
management, along with shelter placement for the 
homeless. 
Contact: 410-999-1937 or email: info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Center for Urban Families 
2201 North Monroe Street 
A program that offers job training with the support 
of coaches and peers. Training that focuses on 
improving job-seeking skills, improving workplace 
behavior, appearance, and attitude. This program is 
for all young adults and adults. 
Contact: 410-367-5691 

House of Ruth - Ruth’s Closet 
Valley Village Shopping Center 9131 Reisterstown 
Road (back, lower level) 
This women’s resale boutique sells gently used 
clothing, shoes, and jewelry at steep discounts. 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday are from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Fridays are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Northwest Career Center 
Mondawmin Mall Suite 302 (3rd Floor) 
This center provides programs for anyone interested 
in trade skills. They offer services so individuals can 
find employment, prepare resumes and enhance job 
readiness skills. All services are free or low cost. 
Contact: 410-396-7873

TaxiCard Program 
6300 Blair Hill Lane, Suite 301 
A program where if you are 60 years or older, you get 
free credits to use for taxis. You can apply online at 
caretaxicard.com. This service is for seniors only. 
Contact: 410-664-1123

Women of Valor 
715 Ingleside Avenue 
Provides one-on-one counseling and support to help 
low-income or homeless women in Baltimore get 
back on their feet, find services, and get job training. 
They also have a weekly food pantry available One 
of the services they provide is job training for any 
individuals who are looking for new employment 
skills. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and weekly 
food pantry on Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 443-800-3188 
 
 
 

No Monthly Fee Checking Accounts:

Wells Fargo 
Wells Fargo has options for you if you need access 
to a retail bank to cash checks, and your mobile 
phone is not an option. The Clear Access Banking 
account has a $5 monthly fee that is waived if the 
primary account holder is between 13-24 years old. 
The Everyday Checking account has a $10 fee that is 
waived with a $500 balance or $500 in direct deposits 
monthly. 
Wells Fargo has locations throughout Baltimore.

SoFi 
If you can use your mobile phone to do your banking, 
SoFi has an attractive option. They have no overdraft 
or account fees and 2.50% annual interest on your 
balances. Sign up at: sofi.com.

Financial Services
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The United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s Point-in-Time 

count is one of the few ways our government 
tallies how many people in communities 
around the United States are experiencing 
homelessness. Kevin Lindamood, president 
and CEO of Healthcare for the Homeless, 
says the problem is much more complex – 
and growing.

“We look at homelessness as if it’s 
something that, okay, we’re going to count 
the number of people, and then we’re 
going to house that number of people, and 
we will have solved homelessness,” he 
says. “It places the focus away from the 
structures and systems and…byproducts 
of insufficiently regulated capitalism that 
produce it in the first place.”

Healthcare for the Homeless provides 
support services for people experiencing 
homelessness. Lindamood has worked with 
the organization for 30 years, giving him a 
much deeper view of the problem than any 
short survey.

The two-night Point-in-Time survey is 
mandated by the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Development and 
depends on volunteers to scan city streets 
and inside shelters, counting the number of 
people who don’t have permanent places to 
go. It’s intended to provide a snapshot of how 
many people are without secure housing. 
It just took place here in Baltimore from 
January 22-23.

Last year’s count was conducted in 
late February. On that night, participants 
counted 1,597 people experiencing 
homelessness. Sixty-eight percent of the 
people counted were men, and 73 percent 
were Black. A little more than half of those 
counted were in an emergency shelter at 
the time of the count. According to the data 
collected, the number of people without 

homes in Baltimore City had gone down. But 
Lindamood has doubts.

He explains that the Point-in-Time count 
only focuses on people who are sleeping on 
the streets, in shelters, or in transitional 
housing. That excludes people who could be 
living on a friend’s couch, or seeking shelter 
in harder to spot places like abandoned 
buildings. The count also depends on 
volunteers.

Once you start to look at the way the 
data is gathered all across the country, it’s 
even harder to draw one solid conclusion.

“There’s not really a consistent way that 
the count is held community  to community 
besides some broad guidelines,” Lindamood 
says. “At the exact same time, I think it’s 
entirely appropriate to collect the data year 
to year. I think it can tell us some things.”

One factor that Lindamood thinks should 
be included in this kind of data collection is 
the number of people who are rent-burdened 
— people who pay more than 50 percent of 
their income for rent and, as such, are also 
at extreme risk of homelessness.

“Housing, especially in the private 
market, has continued to increase, and we’re 
seeing it continue to increase again, far 
higher than wages,” he says. “You see people 
just completely caught in that gap, where 
they can’t afford market-rate housing, and 
there’s not enough subsidized housing for 
them to access.”

The problems with data collection 
inf luence the way that data is used by 
politicians and organizations “to make 
these sweeping claims that homelessness is 
decreasing.”

Lindamood says here in Baltimore, 
leaders are not doing a bad job of addressing 

the issue of homelessness. But there’s only 
so much they can do, he says. This is a 
problem that won’t be solved without federal 
support. He says Mayor Brandon Scott’s 
administration has been a willing partner 
in providing aid locally. Scott promised 
millions in federal funding towards 
alleviating the problem, but the money has 
been slow coming.

“We have a housing commissioner 
now who, unlike previous housing 
commissioners, has really been focused 
on homelessness and trying to identify 
more ways of leveraging the tools that they 
have to produce housing that’s available to 
extremely low-income people,” Lindamood 
said.

“Those tools, though, take an inordinate 
amount of time when you’re talking about 
actually structurally creating units that are 
accessible to those at the very low in the 
lowest income of that scale.”

Councilwoman Odette Ramos’ 
inclusionary housing bill (22-0195) is set 
to go before the city council in the coming 
weeks. It’s intended to fix problems in 
a former inclusionary housing bill that 
allowed developers to bypass requirements 
that they include more affordably priced 
housing in their projects. It would also give 
up to $1,500 a month in rental assistance for 
housing emergencies.

“Our council has taken housing and 
affordable housing very, very seriously. So 
we continue the fight with you. We recommit 
ourselves to be in this fight with you,” Ramos 
said to a crowd gathered to mark Homeless 
Persons’ Memorial Day in December.

Lindamood said the fight to end 
homelessness has always been urgent, and 
the need is only growing. He says he sees 
a rise in the number of women who are 
experiencing homelessness — and that could 
mean that whole families are being affected. 

“We’re poised to see, I fear, growing 
homelessness among entire intact families 
that can’t make ends meet. And we know 
that homelessness rips people, rips families 
apart, and that so often results in premature 
mortality,” he says. l

How do you solve 
homelessness?
The problem of homelessness is complex and growing.

by Lisa Snowden
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to read and share  
this story online.
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Robert Pruitt. A Song for 
Travelers (detail). 2022. 
Courtesy the artist and 

Koplin Del Rio Gallery

Discover the cultural and artistic impacts of the Great Migration. 
This exhibition features 12 contemporary artists refl ecting on 
their connections to the South and the many ways in which 
America has been shaped by this diaspora.
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Irving Henry Webster Phillips Jr., 
the Baltimore Sun’s first Black news 

photographer, died December 22 at the age of 
79. The images Phillips leaves behind capture 
Black life in Baltimore in its multiplicity. 
They are remarkably prescient, vibrant, 
dynamic, and joyful: children laughing 
and playing, a painted sign celebrating the 
release of Huey P. Newton, and a panoramic 
image of the Baltimore City Fair.

He was part of a legacy — the son of 
the late I. Henry Phillips Sr., a newspaper 
photographer at the Baltimore Afro-
American Newspaper. His son, I. H. Webster 
Phillips III, is a Black artist and image maker 
in his own right.

Before his death, Phillips and his son 
founded the I. Henry Photo Project, a digital 
archive made from film scans of images 
snapped by the three men. The father 
and son also held workshops at libraries, 
nursing homes, and community centers, 
where participants could comb through the 
archives, helping identify who was in the 
images and actively connecting past and 
present to codify the archive. The archive 
currently holds over ten thousand images, 
and Phillips’ son is still adding to the 
collection.

Baltimore Beat is focused on maintaining 
the traditions of the Black press. That 
means making space for our ancestors 

and preserving their histories, which are 
inextricably ours. To honor Phillips’ life and 
legacy, our Director of Photography Schaun 
Champion and I. H. Webster Phillips III 
curated this selection of his photos. In these 
pages, you’ll see some notable faces with ties 
to Baltimore, including Oprah Winfrey and 
Bea Gaddy. l 

Courtesy of the I. Henry Photo Project 

A Tribute to Irving Henry Webster Phillips Jr.
The images Phillips leaves behind capture Black life in Baltimore in its multiplicity.

by Teri Henderson and Schaun Champion

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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Wednesday, January 25

Baltimore Hip Hop Week 2023:  A celebration of 
hip hop culture curated by The Black Arts District 
and featuring 13 music-centered events, including 
cyphers, open mics, performances, parties, and more. 
(Various times/dates from 1/25 through 1/31) For the 
full schedule of events, go to: blackartsdistrict.org/
hiphopweek or email: info@blackartsdistrict.org.

Thursday, January 26
Opening Reception: Zoë Charlton: Smokey Hallow: 
A solo exhibition by Baltimore artist Zoë Charlton 
that includes projected video, sculptures, and the 
prints that inspired her new body of artwork. Smokey 
Hallow is a homage to the former African-American 
community called Smokey Hollow that was founded 
in the 1890s in Tallahassee, Florida, the artist’s 
hometown. 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Maryland Art Place, 
218 West Saratoga Street. For more information, go 
to: mdartplace.org, call: 410-204-1959, or email: map@
mdartplace.org.

“COPE” Opening Reception: Meet artist Larry 
Poncho Brown and celebrate the opening of his new 
exhibition. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at The Motor House, 120 
West North Avenue. For more information, go to: 
motorhousebaltimore.com.

GRL PWR PRESENTS: LES VERSEAUX: Celebrate 
Aquarius season with the Aquarian duo behind GRL 
PWR. This event features sounds by DJ Amsies and 
Pangelica. 8 p.m to midnight at The Royal Blue, 
1733 Maryland Avenue. For more information, go to: 
royalbluebar.com or call: 443-869-6111.

Charm City Slam and Open Mic: Charm City Slam 
and Open Mic is the premier place to experience 
performance art and to showcase your talent. This 
$500 poetry slam brings out some of the best poets 
in the world. Come be a judge or just enjoy the show. 
($15) 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Baltimore Unity Hall, 1505 
Eutaw Place. For more information, call: 410-896-
6879.

Journey of the Invader Spirit Exhibition Opening 
Reception: This exhibition is an exploration of 
industrialism and environmentalism through Mandy 
Morrison’s distinct multimedia artworks. (Free) 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at The Peale Museum, 225 Holliday 
Street. For more information, go to: thepeale.org, or 
call: 667-222-1814.

Friday, January 27

Best Afrobeats Party: A party presented by Teddy 
Vybez and featuring the sounds of DJ TJ. 10 p.m. to 
2 a.m. at Club Bellissimo, 1001 East Pratt Street. For 
more information, call:  202-386-0820.

Creative Mornings Baltimore: Sanctuary with 
Chelsea Gregoire: CM/Bal is a monthly speaker 
series led by Baltimore’s most innovative and 
creative minds. This month’s talk is focused on the 
word Sanctuary and will be led by Chelsea Gregoire, 
consultant, educator, and owner of Church. 8:30 
a.m. to 10 a.m. at St Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1900 
Saint Paul Street.For more information, go to: 
creativemornings.com/cities/BAL.

Saturday, January 28
Reception and Gallery Talk: Life On Hold: 
Exhibition features artworks made by women 
incarcerated at the Maryland Correctional Institution 
for Women in Jessup, Md. through a collaboration 
with Notre Dame University of Maryland students, 
faculty, and staff. The artworks will be on display at 
Gormley Gallery from January 23 to March 3, 2023, 
and will then be installed at MCIW. This reception 
celebrates the opening of the show and will feature 
remarks by curator Casey McKeel. (Free and open to 
the public) 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Gormley Gallery, Notre 
Dame of Maryland University, 4701 North Charles 
Street. For more information, go to: gormleygallery.
com, call: 410-435-0100, or email: gormleygallery@
ndm.edu.

Charm City Kings: A night of music showcasing some 
of Baltimore’s best musical talent.  This event features 
the sounds of Brandon Kanion, Josh Stokes, Brandon 
Woody, Al Rogers Jr., Brent Birckhead, Trey RX, with 
DJ Mister Vershawn and a special guest host. ($20) 6 
p.m. at Metro Gallery, 1700 North Charles Street. For 
more information, go to: themetrogallery.net or call: 
443-425-5139.

Art Opening and Day Party:  A day party celebrating 
the work of renowned artist and Baltimore resident 
Qrcky. Featuring sounds by DJ/Producer Mister 
Vershawn. Complimentary cocktail and wine bar. 
Lite fare and desserts available while supplies last. 
21+ ($20 - $35) 4 p.m. to 7.p.m at Zen and the City, 
811 North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
bmorezen.com, or call: 443-766-5830.

Poetry Reading: Nikita Rimal Sharma: Join Yellow 
Arrow Publishing author Nikita Rimah Sharma, 
as she reads from her debut chapbook, “The most 
beautiful garden.” 4 p.m. at Bird in Hand Coffee & 
Books, 11 East 33rd Street. For more information, go 
to: birdinhandcafe.com, or call 410-814-0373.

VERSION: A Queer Dance Party: VERSION is 
a dance party and space carved out for queer and 
trans people, by queer and trans people. Featuring 
sounds by Trillnatured and Kotic Couture.  ($10) 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m. at The Crown Baltimore, 1910 North 
Charles Street. For more information, go to: For more 
information, go to: thecrownbaltimore.tumblr.com or 
call 410-625-4848.

Sunday, January 29
Sundays @ The Eubie: An Evening of Percussion:  
A night of performances and jam sessions. Curated 
by Brinae Ali, the evening will begin with the creative 
think tank “How Do You Respond To Rhythm?” It 
will finish with a percussion circle and jam session. 
(Suggested Donation: $15) 6 p.m. to 9 p.m, at The 
Eubie Blake Cultural Center, 847 North Howard 
Street. For more information, go to: destination4ever.
com or email: Afrofuturist@destination4ever.com.

Tuesday, January 31
Jump! Theatre Industry Night: Join Everyman 
Theater for an industry night specifically for   
Baltimore based artists and organizations to come 
together to build community. Connect with other 
industry professionals and focus on the themes of 
art, healing, mental health and human connection. 
Afterwards, stay for the performance  of “Jump!” for 
only $10. 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Everyman Theater, 
315 West Fayette Street. For more information, go to: 
everymantheatre.org, or call: 410-752-2208.

Wednesday, February 1
Fadensonnen and Greedy Reads: Hidden Palace: A 
monthly reading and storytelling event by poets and 
writers. Come for a drink and hear readings from 
Donald Berger, Blake Butler, Emma Ensley, and Jean 
McGarry. 7 p.m. upstairs at Fadensonnen, 3 West 23rd 
Street. For more information, go to: fadensonnen.
com, greedyreads.com, call: 410-878-0184, or email: 
info@greedyreads.com.

Arts + Culture Listings
Here’s our listing of arts and culture events around the city.

by Teri Henderson

Continues on next page → 

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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Thursday, February 2
Blackscope Cinema Series: Hargrove: Blackscope 
Cinema Series kicks off with “Hargrove (2021) and 
features a Q+A with Hargrove director and producer, 
Eliane Henri, about the process of creating the film 
and documenting a legendary subject. Creative 
Alliance’s monthly Blackscope Cinema Series 
expands our understanding and appreciation of 
Black Film in America. ($15 - $20) 7 p.m. at Creative 
Alliance, 3134 Eastern Avenue. For more information, 
go to: creativealliance.org or call: 410-276-1651.

Friday, February 3
Danger Forever! Sarah Danger Memorial Show: A 
concert celebrating the life of Sarah Danger featuring 
the sounds of: Pearl, Slow Jerks (new lineup), Cold 
Feet & Body Business, plus a DJ and food truck. Money 
from this show will be donated in Sarah’s name to a 
charitable organization. ($5 to $20) All ages. Doors at 
7 p.m. at Ottobar, 2549 North Howard Street. For more 
information, go to: theottobar.com or call: 410-662-0069.

Ben Jealous in conversation with Chris Wilson: In 
celebration of the release of “Never Forget Our People 
Were Always Free.” Join New York Times bestselling 
author, organizer, and former head of the NAACP, 
Ben Jealous in conversation with Chris Wilson at 
Red Emma’s. 7 p.m. at Red Emma’s, 3128 Greenmount 
Avenue. For more information, go to: redemmas.org, 
email: info@redemmas.org, or call: 410-601-3072.

808 Vol. 41: Vol. 41 of the monthly Baltimore series 
curated by BmoreAlien, DJed by Reem Unknown, 
and hosted by OG SWOOZ with guest host Rickie 
Jacobs. Sounds by S.DOT and djunt.il, and featuring 
performances by Bobbi Rush, Da’Rious, Scarab 
Shabazz, M.E.N.A.C.E, Neptune XXI, Sun Kovu D, 
and featured vendor Jazz Camp. ($5 – $10) 9 p.m. 
at The Crown, 1910 North Charles Street. For more 
information, call: 410-625-4848.

Sunday, February 5
4 The Love: Quantize Recordings presents a musical 
celebration of love and house music featuring the 
sounds of Karizma and DJ Spen B2B with special 
guest DJs Jordan Pope and Kade Young. ($24.99 - 
$37.00) 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Smoothflicks Banquet Hall, 
12 South Calvert Street. For more information, email: 
contactus@quantizerecordings.com.

Wednesday, February 8
Midweek: The Jazz Age - Harlem Renaissance: 
A STEAM-activated, arts-integrated orchestra 
concert for students Pre-K through Middle School 
and beyond. Explore the music and poetry of the 
Harlem Renaissance, a period in American history 
in which the creativity of African Americans left its 
mark on generations of civil rights activists, artists, 
and thinkers. Midweek Concerts are appropriate for 
all children, regardless of age. ($7) 10 a.m. at the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Joseph Meyerhoff 

Symphony Hall, 1212 Cathedral Street. For more 
information, go to: bsomusic.org, or call: 410-783-
8000.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, 
send information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.
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Tarotscopes
Get a sneak peak at what’s in store for you with Iya Osundara’s Tarotscope forecast. 
Take what resonates and leave the rest.

by Iya Osundara Ogunsina

Air Signs: Aquarius, Gemini, Libra
Six of Cups + Five of Pentacles rx + 
Three of Wands

It is easy to miss the light at the end of 
the tunnel if you keep looking over your 

shoulder. How can you catch the blessings 
this year has in store if you’re not facing 
front? It’s OK if you’re still recovering and 
tending to your wounds after a tumultuous 
2022, but try to embrace February with an 
open mind and heart. What baggage from 
the past year are you still carrying with 
you? What is still weighing you down that 
needs to be released?

Fire Signs: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius
The Hierophant + Six of Pentacles + 
Four of Swords

It’s time to embrace the spotlight, fire 
signs. People will be looking to you for 

solutions, and it can feel like you’re being 
pulled in several directions, especially at 
work. This should come easy to you as many 
of you are natural leaders, but be mindful of 
things spiraling out of control. Don’t bite off 
more than you can chew — maintain firm 
boundaries, and remember that “no” is a 
complete sentence.

Water Signs: Pisces, Cancer, Scorpio
Wheel of Fortune rx + King of Cups + 
The High Priestess rx

Sometimes we are reminded that, despite 
our best effort, there are obstacles in 

life that are unavoidable. Furthermore, 
these challenging cycles don’t mean that 
the Universe is working against you. It 
simply is what it is. It’s imperative that you 
keep your wits about you and don’t allow 
the road bumps to unravel you. When you 
allow your emotions to get the best of you, 
you cannot receive the messages from your 
intuition clearly. Allow yourself to feel the 
feels, then get your head back in the game.

Earth Signs: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn
Wheel of Fortune + Death +  
Eight of Pentacles rx

Buckle up, Earth signs — major shifts are 
on the horizon. A cycle in your life is 

ending, and a new chapter is about to begin. 
How you choose to begin this new cycle is up 
to you. You can enter it with an open heart 
and mind, leaving what no longer serves you 
behind, or you can dig your heels in the sand 
and resist the inevitable. In general, humans 
aren’t big fans of major change. We like the 
familiar, even if that familiar thing isn’t great 
for us. There’s a sense of comfort even if it 
means we are sitting in our own mess. All we 
can do is ask that the Universe give us the 
tools we need to endure the challenges with 
as much grace and ease as possible. Choose 
wisely. l

Iya Osundara Ogunsina is a Baltimore-based Osun 
Priestess, intuitive tarot reader, cat lady, and true 
crime enthusiast. She is committed to encouraging 
and empowering others to have greater self-
awareness through shadow work. Connect with Iya 
Osundara at www.iyalodescorner.com.

Use this QR code to 
read and share this 

story online.

Iya Osundara Ogunsina.
Photo by Schaun Champion.
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For a variety of sociocultural reasons, year 
over year, the average moviegoer seems to be 

increasingly oblivious to the films that get nominated 
for the Academy Awards. There was once ample 
room in the marketplace for prestige dramas to be 
both critically celebrated and commercially viable 
enough to be on the radar of everyday folks who 
don’t read Variety on the daily. But in the case of the 
little-seen indie “To Leslie,” even industry insiders 
and Oscars prognosticators have been scratching 
their heads as if to say, “...her?”

The low-budget film, starring chameleonic 
character actress Andrea Riseborough as the 
titular Leslie, a down-and-out single mother 
trying to salvage her life after blowing her 
lottery winnings, grossed less than $25,000 
during a short theatrical run this past October. 
The directorial debut from TV veteran Michael 
Morris (he’s worked on “Billions,” “Shameless,” 
and “13 Reasons Why”)  is one of those meaty 
character dramas that only currently exist 
as underfunded independent productions or 
glossy throwaway pictures for a digital streamer. 
It’s competently written, well-performed by a 
colorful supporting cast (featuring Marc Maron, 
Andre Royo, and Allison Janney), and features 
much of the intelligent staging and composition 
Morris brought to shows like “Better Call Saul.” 

It is not, however, a movie anyone predicted 
would generate Oscar buzz. Outside of an 
Independent Spirit Award nod and an award 
from the Chicago Critics Association, none of 
the usual earmarks of future Oscar success were 
lining up for the film. That was until Riseborough 
started a grassroots campaign powered by 
word of mouth from her peers, including 
Kate Winslet, Jane Fonda, and Sarah Paulsen. 
Many fellow actors and actresses took to social 
media to call attention to Riseborough’s leading 
performance. Noted lifestyle influencer Gwyneth 
Paltrow called the film a “masterpiece” and said 
Riseborough should win “every award there is.”

Normies, who are typically only tangentially 
aware of awards campaign mechanics, began 
conspiracy theorizing all over Twitter. Not 
understanding how much more pernicious the 
average awards campaign bankrolled by a movie 
studio with a healthy advertising budget tends to 
be, their suspicions turned to tough questions. 
Was this some MLM scheme in the making, like 
the cinephile equivalent to Forex or Amway? 
Could this actress most folks have never heard of 
be this good? Was this movie even real?

It’s entirely possible that you do not know 
that you already know Andrea Riseborough. This 
past year she was in two high-profile releases, 
as Christian Bale’s cruel wife in “Amsterdam” 
and Mrs. Wormwood in “Matilda The Musical.” 
Since 2006, she’s been in a diverse array of films 
in various role types. From a supporting turn in 
a 2013 Tom Cruise blockbuster (“Oblivion”) to 
a lead performance in Brandon Cronenberg’s 
underrated 2020 sci-fi thriller “Possessor,” 
Riseborough has done it all. But she rarely 
sounds or looks the same in any two movies. Not 
because she drastically alters her appearance or 
has careening weight fluctuations — instead, 
she has one of those indistinct faces capable of 
subtle metamorphosis.

Actresses like Cate Blanchett (who shouted 
Riseborough out at the Critics Choice Awards, 
where she won for “Tár”) and Tilda Swinton are 

known for their versatility, but whenever they have 
a new film out, you know it’s them. Riseborough 
is one of the hardest-working actresses whose 
contribution to a film rarely comes into focus until 
you see her name in the end credits.

So, maybe her peers are getting behind her so 
vociferously because “To Leslie” is the first time 
she’s ever been front and center to this degree. 
The film opens with Leslie celebrating winning 
$190,000 in the lottery before the camera cruelly 
cuts to six years into the future, where she is 
getting kicked out of the hotel room she lives in 
for not having the rent to stay. What follows is 
a difficult and grating film about a woman who 
squandered a lucky opportunity, abandoned her 
child, and has been ravaged by alcoholism to the 
point that everyone in her hometown treats her 
like an archvillain. 

Through her tortured relationship with her 
mother (Janney) and the burgeoning romance 
with her new employer (Maron), Riseborough 
plays a wide range of emotions and temperaments, 
from the extreme shouting people tend to 
associate with “good acting” to the more subtle 
and quiet work that allows her performance to 
linger in the mind long past the end credits. While 
every over-the-top on-screen argument is clearly 
auditioning to be the clip they play on Oscar night 
before cutting to a rapturous clapping audience, 
they can’t touch the film’s finest sequence.

Around the midway point of the film’s 
admittedly bloated runtime, Leslie sits at a bar 
alone, at her rock bottom, while Willie Nelson 
croons on the jukebox, asking the listeners if 
they’re sure this is really where they want to 
be. There’s no dialogue, no scene partners for 
her to rage against, and no petty distractions to 
get caught up in. She’s just a woman, alone with 
herself and her past, realizing, maybe too late, 
that she doesn’t want it to resemble her future.

It’s truly stirring work. And maybe all those 
stars lining up to give Riseborough her flowers 
are actually doing so because they all happen to 
be repped by the second largest talent agency in 
LA, and Hollywood is nothing if not an industry 
built on mutual back-scratching. But perhaps 
that’s what it takes these days for viewers to 
take a chance on an earthy little indie-film-that-
could, when pictures like this get pushed further 
and further into the margins every year.

Hollywood is all about theatrics. If it takes a 
lot of smoke and mirrors to get a good film and a 
willing audience in the same room together, then 
so be it.l

“To Leslie” is available to rent and purchase on 
Amazon, iTunes, VUDU, Youtube, et al.

Here’s ‘To Leslie,’ an 
out-of-nowhere, unlikely 
Oscar contender
Thanks to a last-minute, grassroots campaign 
surrounding Andrea Riseborough’s lead performance, 
a tiny, unsung indie brute-forced its way into Academy 
Awards discourse.

by Dominic Griffin

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

Andrea Riseborough as Leslie Rowlands in “To Leslie.” Courtesy of Momentum Pictures



there is citrus in my ears can someone get it out
These thoughts don’t know how to space themselves
i look for life in the slack moments separating hypothermia
Breath is sunburn against my lungs, titanium on glass,
but i can’t break the rhythm of it
The bedsheets snarl on my skin but won’t swallow
every nightmare that sings vicious velvet over my body
i wish i could parasail over the paragraphs
that draft themselves inside my head,
which feels like the biggest part of me,
the only thing that makes sound anymore
i want to eat the tears for breakfast
maybe then i could consume the memory of what caused them
instead of the other way around
They give me handkerchiefs to fix my eyes, 
but it won’t fall if it’s bottled and it won’t heal if it keels
If you’re here with me now, 
you must have a taste for terror, a taste to be the tower while i cower
why do you want to swim into supernovas to pluck the asteroid out of my sky
why do you want to get the peanut butter out of my hair
why do you want to stick to my loose fingers
Don’t talk to jellyfish or you might become one
They tapped the Dead Sea and filled my veins with it
Every touchy word floats to the top
If the thinking makes it to my optics i’m afraid i’ll see red
My gut only ever learned how to be in a knot
My brittle wings spent too long in the toaster
My mind has garish wallpaper
where is the incubator
i can see all the places where i’ll have wrinkles when i’m older 
but the scar tissue grows in backwards
There’s no blood on my conscience, just spoiled milk
The punctured eggshells were never bulletproof 
Can’t stay whole if you’re in my hands, so you’d better get out of them
Nothing sticks to loose fingers

Baltimore Beat is publishing poems from 
participants in the group Writers in Baltimore 
Schools, which offers programming that builds skills 
in literacy and communication while creating a 

community of support for young writers.

Loose Fingers 
by Charlotte Subelsky
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