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NEW YEAR’S CHANGES
Maryland makes way for weed, and 
workers see a minimum wage increase.

WATCHING YOU
What the end of a moratorium on facial 
recognition technology means for the city.

ART OUTSIDE
A new exhibit puts the work of several local 
artists on a stretch of North Howard Street.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Many of Baltimore’s leaders still see policing as the only way to stop the violence that hurts people every day 

in this city. And even as police fail to do that, most lawmakers here only work harder to give police and 
other powerful entities more money, more power, and greater reach into regular people’s lives.

That’s why J. Brian Charles’ piece on facial recognition technology in this issue is so important. As 2022 
came to a close, city leaders allowed a moratorium on this technology to expire. The temporary halt was put in 
place in June 2021. However, some activists and one city leader worry that the use of the technology can lead to 
even more punitive scrutiny on Baltimore residents, especially Black ones. 

“I have likened it to a virtual stop and frisk,” City Councilman Kristerfer Burnett told Charles. Burnett is 
now working on legislation that could regulate the use of the technology.

Keeping with the theme of the overpolicing of Black people, in this issue we also examine the inauguration 
of new Baltimore City State’s Attorney Ivan Bates. Megan Kenny and Angela Burneko of Baltimore Courtwatch 
spent a lot of time observing how the State’s Attorney’s Office handled the prosecution of adults and children in 
this city with Marylyn Mosby as its leader. In this issue they wonder how Bates might tackle the job.

In our news roundup, we examine some of the things Bates has already promised to do. In his inaugural 
address, he spoke of providing people who find themselves on the wrong side of the law with wraparound 
services—while also taking a tough-on-crime approach.

“Let’s be clear, as a Black man, I witnessed the criminal justice system unfairly incarcerate Black men 
and women at a staggering level,” he told inauguration attendees at Baltimore’s War Memorial on January 3. “So 
please know this: we will not go back to the era of mass incarceration.”

The streets don’t just belong to the powerful or to the police—they are ours. In this issue, Arts and Culture 
Editor Teri Henderson wrote about new public art on display on the 300 and 400 blocks of Howard Street. 
The pieces were created by familiar and talented faces: Bryan Robinson of The Black Genius Art Show, SHAN 
Wallace, Takia Ross, Wickerham & Lomax, and You Wu. Also, our film critic, Domic Griffin, writes about the 
shortcomings of “The Whale,” which stars Brendan Fraser.

Finally, we are proud to offer you a new feature: our community resource guide. In this list, which will 
appear in every issue, we will connect you with resources and support systems  that you may not know are 
available. Have something you want us to add to the list? Email support@baltimorebeat.com.

Happy New Year and welcome back to Baltimore Beat.

Lisa Snowden, Editor-in-Chief

Use this QR code to read and 
share this story online.
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Last month, Baltimore’s moratorium 
on facial recognition expired. Despite 

concerns about the effectiveness of the 
technology and research showing the 
technology has been linked to over-policing 
of Black people, the Baltimore City Council 
allowed the moratorium, put in place in mid-
2021, to end.

“There isn’t political will to maintain a 
permanent ban,” said Kristerfer Burnett, 
Baltimore City councilperson. He tried and 
failed to get his colleagues to stop facial 
recognition software from ever being used in 
Baltimore.

As the city eclipsed 300 homicides for 
the eighth consecutive year, arguing against 
the expansion of surveillance has become 
harder. According to Burnett, many on the 
council have bought into the idea that to 
address the city’s violent crime, Baltimore 

needs even more tools at its disposal. So 
Baltimore will now allow city residents and 
businesses to begin using the technology, 
broadening the digital dragnet already in 
place.

“I have likened it to a virtual stop and 
frisk,” Burnett said.

This move comes despite strong evidence 
that facial recognition software does a 
poor job of recognizing the faces of Black 
and darker-complected people and studies 
showing that the use of biometric data in 
policing led to more arrests of Black people 
and fewer arrests of white people. And it 
comes on the heels of the Baltimore City 
Board of Estimates approving the $920,000 
purchase to upgrade its cell phone tracking 
system. The portable system tricks cell 
phones within its range to connect to it like 
they would a cell tower. The cops can record 

the phone numbers and the location of the 
cell phones it connects with, as well as the 
numbers of incoming and outgoing calls and 
text messages.

The sunsetting of the moratorium and 
the recent upgrade of a cell phone tracking 
system have also alarmed activists. They 
fear this data can and will be abused by the 
Baltimore Police Department.

“The Baltimore Police Department 
is under a consent decree because they 
have shown a pattern of violating the 
constitutional rights of Black residents of 
Baltimore,” said Rob Ferrell, senior organizer 
with Organizing Black, a Baltimore 
grassroots organization.

Screenshot courtesy of ShotSpotter’s How ShotSpotter Gunshot Detection Works (Youtube)

CONTINUES ON PG. 7

Eyes on the Streets
Why Baltimore seems addicted to surveillance.

by J. Brian Charles

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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By the time you read this, a new Baltimore 
City State’s Attorney, the most powerful 

prosecutor in the largest city in Maryland, 
will have been sworn in. Out is the two-
term, internationally known (and federally 
indicted) “progressive prosecutor” Marilyn 
Mosby; in is a man who has never claimed to 
be the latter, Ivan Bates.

What will be different?

Will Bates allow his staff to ask that 
children be kept in cages in adult facilities, 
as his predecessor did? Of the 3,645 hearings 
Baltimore Courtwatch observed in 2021 and 
2022, 570 hearings were for children charged 
as adults; 3,070 were for adults (people 
older than 18 at the time of the incident in 
question); and five had a defendant whose 
age could not be determined. For the child 
defendants, the State asked that they be 
held without bond (HWOB), a.k.a. “kept in 
jail,” in 86.3 percent of those 570 hearings, 
compared to asking for HWOB in 77.3 percent 
of the adult hearings. In other words, the 
data show that the State’s Attorney’s Office 
under Mosby asked for the harshest pre-trial 
detention available more often for children 
than they did for adults. Will Bates do the 
same? Or will he commit to never charging 
a child as an adult? For, of course, children 
are not adults. They never can be. That’s 
why they are two different words describing 
opposite things.

Will Bates’ SAO deny that staff 
sometimes simply never show up for 
hearings? When Mosby was in office, and 
since November of 2021, when Courtwatch 
began collecting data on this point, at least 
23 hearings had no prosecutor show up at 
all. Similarly, there were 26 instances since 
June 2022 when an assistant state’s attorney, 
unfamiliar with the case, had to fill in at the 
last minute. In 16 of those 26 instances, the 
prosecutor, who had no previous knowledge 
of the case until minutes before speaking, 
asked that the defendant be kept in jail until 
trial. (Remember that all court transcripts 
are available to the public, and these facts 
can be checked.)

Will Bates’ SAO use a defendant’s 
previously dropped charges or charges 
that did not end in a conviction in their 

arguments for HWOB, like his predecessors 
did at least 430 times in 2021 and 2022? To be 
clear, Mosby’s staff used charges that their 
own office had dropped or charges that did 
not end in conviction as supporting evidence 
to keep someone in a cage. And they did this 
over 400 times, at the very least. Imagine 
being accused of something by someone who 
acknowledges they cannot prove it. You deny 
it and have evidence to show it wasn’t you, 
but why bother worrying about it when they 
dropped the accusations? Then they accuse 
you again, maybe years later, and tell a 
judge that you’re more likely to have done it 
because you did that first thing.

Will Bates and his assistant state’s 
attorneys continue Mosby’s practice of 
asking that the defendant be kept in jail until 
trial in a great majority of the hearings? 
Overall, in 2021, the SAO asked for HWOB 
in 77.6 percent of hearings; in 2022, the SAO 
asked for HWOB in 81.7 percent of hearings. 
Does keeping people in cages reduce crime 
and violence in Baltimore City? Simple logic 
and the data say no. If it did, Baltimore 
would be Mayberry.

At his inauguration, Bates said, “There 
was a non-prosecution policy on low-level 
offenses by the last administration. Effective 
right now, this moment and second, I recall 
that policy. Simply put, my office will start 
holding people accountable for quality of 
life crimes.” This was a hit with the crowd 
gathered to kick off Bates’ term. However, 
prosecuting simple drug possession, sex 
work, and other low-level offenses is an echo 
of the failed “broken windows” theory of 
policing that has disproportionately harmed 
Black people in Baltimore and every city 
where it has been implemented.

What we know is that incarceration 
does not prevent crime and certainly does 
not make the world safer. In Baltimore, 
where the police budget is bigger than that 
of several vital city services combined, the 
reliance on police itself makes us less safe. 
We pour endless resources into demonstrably 
ineffective policing at the expense of 
services that would address the actual root 
causes of violence. Horrific acts of violence 
occur throughout our city simultaneously 
with the existence of prisons, and horrific 

acts of violence occur inside prisons, but 
somehow those are excluded from the 
conversation about safety. “Bad people” exist 
outside of prisons, and “good people” exist 
within them. Police and corrections officers 
commit crimes while in uniform, and rarely 
with consequences. So, what now? Where do 
we go from here?

How can we reconcile wanting a safe 
world with knowing that police commit 
horrific acts of violence and steal the 
resources we desperately need to address our 
material conditions and basic needs? How 
can Bates reconcile building cases based 
on the words and actions of one of the most 
notoriously violent, corrupt, and dishonest 
police departments in the country?

Will Bates finally admit that if we truly 
care about public safety we must defund the 
system of prisons, police, and prosecutors, 
and begin to fund community needs that can 
address the roots of violence and harm? We 
must conclude that after decades of claims 
that police and prosecutors will protect 
us, all evidence shows that idea has failed. 
Punishment does not work, even if it feels 
good to you.

If Bates stays true to his word, the 
relentless and recurring prosecutions of 
Keith Davis Jr. will end, and Keith will be 
free—an outcome that Team Keith, which 
includes several members of Baltimore 
Courtwatch, have been fighting for since 
2015. Those years of close attention to our 
criminal justice system have taught us that 
the whole system is guilty as hell. There 
are no good police, no good prosecutors, 
and no good judges in a system built on, by, 
and for white supremacy. And while we may 
celebrate Bates’ choice and use of power in 
Keith’s case, we know that multiple truths 
can exist at the same time. l

Baltimore Courtwatch: What will Ivan Bates do?
Out is the two-term “progressive prosecutor” Marilyn Mosby; in is a man who has never claimed to be the latter.

by Megan Kenny and Angela Burneko

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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Wednesday, January 11
Fiscal 2024 Budget Process Information Session: Through 
these information sessions and the launch of an online budget 
simulation tool, Baltimore officials will gather input from 
residents on their priorities for the upcoming budget and 
work to incorporate them into the Fiscal Year 2024 budget. 
This session will be conducted over the telephone. 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. For more information, go to: bbmr.baltimorecity.gov or 
call: 410-396-5944.

West Wednesdays: Hear about the ongoing fight for police 
accountability in the Tyrone West case and for all victims 
of police misconduct. 7 p.m. This event happens every 
Wednesday. For more information, go to: facebook.com/
justicefortyronewest.

Thursday, January 12
Liberation Libations: An event series designed to 
cultivate community amongst educators and other 
youth-focused people in Baltimore. 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Impact Hub Baltimore, 10 East North Avenue. For more 
information, go to: bmoretransform.org.

Black Wall Street MLK: A celebration organized 
by BMORENews and its partners to recognize Black 
entrepreneurs and professionals, as well as the people 
who support them, regardless of race. 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Terra Cafe, 101 East 25th Street. For more information, 
go to: bmorenews.com.

Friday, January 13
Cherry Hill Food Co-Op Presents: Screening of “Baltimore’s 
Strange Fruit”: “Baltimore’s Strange Fruit” is a documentary 
film produced by Black Yield Institute, directed by Eric 
Jackson and Maddie Hardy, exploring the intersections of 
food, land, and race and class politics through personal 
narrative and social commentary. 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Cherry Hill Food Co-Op, 638 Cherry Hill Road. For more 
information, go to: blackyieldinstitute.org or email: Info@
BlackYieldInstitute.org.

Saturday, January 4
Volunteering Untapped at The Loading Dock: Help 
prepare salvaged materials for use in creating a better 
Baltimore. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Loading Dock, Inc., 
2 North Kresson Street. For more information, go to: 
volunteeringuntapped.org.
 

Monday, January 16
Chili Bowl Monday MLK Day of Service: An opportunity 

to provide food and clothes to people who need them. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Fallsway Avenue bridge underpass. 
For more information, call: 410-466-8686.

Tuesday, January 17
January Membership Meeting - Baltimoreans for 
Educational Equity: Attendees will get an update on policy 
priorities. Also, members will be equipped to facilitate a house 
meeting to build relationships and gather information on 
issues to be addressed in their school or community. 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. at Millers Court Office Building, 2601 North Howard 
Street. For more information, go to: beequity.org.

Kaiser Permanente and Black Mental Health Alliance 
Present Mind Health: Shop Talks: The Black Mental Health 
Alliance for Education & Consultation, Inc. is pleased to work 
with Kaiser Permanente’s Good Health and Great Hair Barber 
Shop and Beauty Salon Network outreach initiatives through 
four beauty salons and barbershops in West Baltimore. 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at Spiritual Hands Barber Shop, 4007 Eastern Avenue. 
For more information, go to: blackmentalhealth.com or call: 
410-338-2642.

Wednesday, January 18
Affirming Black Families: Monthly Meeting: Affirming 
Blaq Families is a new parent education and capacity 
building program for Black parents and caregivers of 
LGBTQ youth. The series will feature a monthly virtual 
workshop to equip Black parents with the community, 
knowledge and resources to build safe, loving, affirming, 
and celebratory homes for Black queer and trans youth in 
Baltimore City. Virtual. 6:30 p.m. For more information, go 
to: cbebaltimore.org/index.html or call: 443-814-9395.

Thursday, January 19
Parent and Community Advisory Board (PCAB) 
Meeting: PCAB serves to advise the CEO of Baltimore 
City Public Schools and the Baltimore City Board of 
School Commissioners about how parents, families, the 
community, and educators can collaborate to help our 
youth succeed. 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Please check PCAB’s 
Facebook page at facebook.com/bcpspcab for up-to-date 
virtual or in-person location information.

Saturday, January 21
Backyard Basecamp Community Volunteer Day: 
Volunteers will help BLISS Meadows maintain and beautify 
their space. Activities may vary based on the season and 
what the land requires. 10 a.m. to noon at BLISS Meadows, 
5105 Plainfield Avenue. For more information, email: 
hjordan@backyardbasecamp.org.

Step for Sarcoidosis: Step for Sarcoidosis is an annual 
workout event that brings together community, health, 
and wellness. ($10) 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at FastForward U, 
Johns Hopkins University, 320 West 29th Street. For more 
information, go to: reedsfund.org or call: 443-990-1254.

Food Distribution Event: Free fruits and vegetables, as 
well as information about other programs that benefit the 
community. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Iglesia de Dios de la Profecia 
Baltimore, 3533 4th Street. For more information, go to: 
mycaf.org/es/inicio/.

Baltimore: In Recovery (What if the city got therapy?): 
This performance, originally produced by the Baltimore 
Rock Opera Society, focuses on the mental health journeys of 
three characters from different neighborhoods in Baltimore. 
It will also feature spoken word and creative performances 
from three local youth artists. This event is appropriate for 
ages 13 and up. 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Idlewylde Community 
Hall, 6301 Sherwood Road. For more information, go to: 
bpointwellness.com or call: 410-800-2169.

Sunday, January 22
2023 Baltimore City Homeless Point in Time Count: 
The Point-in-Time count is a mandatory assessment that 
provides a snapshot of how many people are experiencing 
sheltered and unsheltered homelessness in a community on 
a given night in January. Volunteers are needed to canvass 
Baltimore City and administer surveys to individuals 
experiencing homelessness. Jan 22-23, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
Our Daily Bread, 725 Fallsway. For more information, go to: 
journeyhomebaltimore.org or call: 410-396-7543.

Monday, January 23
Baltimore City Council Meeting: Meeting of the 
Baltimore City Council. 5 p.m. at Baltimore City Hall, 
100 North Holliday Street. For more information, go to: 
baltimorecitycouncil.com or call: 410-396-4804.

  Virtual Yoga for Everyone with Civonnia: Join BYFree 
instructor, Civonnia, for virtual deep breathing, relaxation, 
basic yoga poses and stretching. These mixed-level classes 
are open to those brand new to yoga. Wear comfortable 
clothes that allow a full range of motion and don’t forget to 
put down your yoga mat. Registration is not required, but 
encouraged. Virtual. 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. For more information, 
go to: prattlibrary.org or call: 410-396-5430.

Be Your Own Landlord: Neighborhood Housing Services 
of Baltimore invites renters to learn more about local 
resources available to remove barriers to homeownership. 
Dinner provided. 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Center for Urban 
Families, 2201 North Monroe Street. Register and learn 
more at: bit.ly/3AYyviQ. For more information, go to: 
nhsbaltimore.org.

Government and Community Events
Here’s our listing of government and community events around the city.

by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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New Baltimore State’s Attorney Ivan Bates was 
privately sworn in on Monday, January 2, with a 

public ceremony taking place the following day at the 
War Memorial Building downtown.

Bates defeated former State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby in the primary election last summer. During 
her time in office, Mosby achieved national and 
international fame for her decision to prosecute six 
Baltimore City Police officers for the 2015 death of 
Freddie Gray. Gray died of injuries sustained after 
being apprehended by Baltimore officers. Throughout 
her two terms in office, Mosby sought to brand herself 
as a progressive prosecutor. During his January 3 
inaugural address, Bates signaled a departure from 
all that.

“There was a non-prosecution policy on low-level 
offenses by the last administration. Effective right 
now, this moment and second, I recall that policy,” 
Bates said. Attendees, including politicians, judges, 
and other local leaders, whistled and applauded. 
“Simply put, my office will start holding people 
accountable for ‘quality of life’ crimes.”

Bates also used the address to signal to local 
police, who are still under a federal consent decree for 
violating the rights of Black Baltimore citizens, that 
he wanted them to feel free to use the full powers of 
their position.

“As of today, I want to look at the commissioner 
and all the police officers in the city. Any and all 
laws that are on the books, you always had a right to 
enforce them, but as the state’s attorney, I will ask you 
to please go ahead and enforce them,” he said. “To use 
the laws and the tools in your toolbox and do the job.” 

Bates also said that he’s looking for a return 
to mandatory minimum sentencing for gun law 
violations.

Bates comes into power at a time when many 
Democrat and Republican leaders on both the 
local and national level are embracing the police 
enthusiastically, even as the deaths of Black people at 
the hands of law enforcement continue. He also faces 
an electorate tired of feeling unsafe and ready for real 
solutions—just one day after Bates was sworn in at 
the Baltimore War Memorial, five teenagers were shot 
at Edmondson Village Shopping Center, and 16-year-
old Deanta Dorsey lost his life.

Bates indicated in his address that he would 
accomplish a law-enforcement driven violence 
reduction without returning to the days of the kind 
of Black overincarceration that not only broke people 
and families, but did not actually solve crime.

“Let’s be clear, as a Black man, I witnessed the 
criminal justice system unfairly incarcerate Black 
men and women at a staggering level,” he said.

The new year meant a raise in the minimum wage 
for workers in Maryland — from $12.50 to $13.25 

an hour.

The change comes from 2019 legislation sponsored 
by Maryland Senator Cory McCray and state delegate 
Diana Fennell. At the time, the lowest amount bosses 
could legally pay their employees was just $10.10.

The minimum wage will increase to $14 on 
January 1, 2024, and then $15 in 2025, but Maryland 
Governor-elect Wes Moore has said he would like to 
accelerate that so that Marylanders see more money 
sooner.

“The fact that we are talking about putting 
together a $15 minimum wage by 2025 is absurd,” 
Moore said of the state’s current policy. “It will not 
[take] until 2025 in my administration. It’s something 
that Maryland should have already had done,” Moore 
told Maryland Matters in 2021.

“We’re making progress in the #FightForFifteen 
and will make significant strides this session, as 
Governor-elect @iamwesmoore is committed to 
raising the minimum wage..and expeditiously,” 
McCray said in a social media post about the increase 
earlier this month.

A study published by the Missouri Economic 
Resource and Information Center examined the cost 
of living in the United States for the third quarter of 
2022 and found that Maryland is the seventh most 
expensive state in the country.

Back in November, Maryland voters approved a 
ballot referendum that would allow adults 21 and 

older to possess a “personal use” amount of cannabis. 
According to the Maryland Medical Cannabis 
Commission, beginning July 1, 2023, Maryland 
residents will be able to possess and consume 
up to “1.5 ounces of cannabis flower, 12 grams of 
concentrated cannabis, or a total amount of cannabis 
products that does not exceed 750 mg THC”. Now, the 
state is moving forward with making this a reality.

On January 1, the state entered a so-called 
transitional period, which began the process of 
relaxing previous laws governing the use and 
possession of weed.

“If you’re caught between now and July 1 with 
one and a half ounces of marijuana, you will only get 
a civil offense with a maximum fine of up to $100,” 
reported WMAR 2 News. “If you have between one 
and a half and two ounces, you can get fined up to 
$250. More than that, it’s a misdemeanor with up to 
six months in jail and or a $1,000 fine.” l

The Peale Museum Community Advisory Team Meeting: 
This group will help ensure that the programs and 
exhibitions hosted by The Peale online and in its historic 
building continue to be driven grassroots-up, by Baltimore’s 
storytellers and creators. Online and in-person. 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at The Peale Museum, 225 Holliday Street. For 
more information, go to: thepeale.org or call: 667-222-1814. 

Tuesday, January 24
Baltimore City Schools Public Board Meeting:  
Meeting of Baltimore City School Commissioners. 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Virtual. See Baltimore City Schools 
website for login information. For more information, 
go to: baltimorecityschools.org or call: 443-984-2000.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, send 
information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.

Around 
Baltimore
Here’s our look at important issues the 
city is talking about.

by Baltimore Beat Staff

Ivan Bates is Baltimore’s New 
State’s Attorney

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

Minimum Wage Increased

Transitional Period for Weed
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Yet a concerted push for more 
surveillance — part of an effort to give 
law enforcement more tools to fight crime 
— appears to be the play both locally and 
across the nation. In his State of the Union 
speech in March, President Joe Biden 
said, “The answer is not defund the police. 
It’s to fund the police.” His statement 
was applauded by Republicans and more 
conservative Democrats. And in the fall, the 
midterm elections served as a referendum 
on the economy and the perceived increase 
in crime.

“If we are going to be incredibly 
specific, crime has been on a downward 
trend for 30 years,” said Samantha Master, 
communications manager for Organizing 
Black.“I’m actually tired of the high crime 
narrative and the ‘if it bleeds, it leads’ 
messaging from the media.”

Still, the narrative has been repeated 
enough that it has helped shape national 
ideas and policies toward law enforcement 
and public safety. That narrative has always 
driven local politics.

Baltimore spends more per capita on 
policing than any city in the nation. As a 
result, the department has created a broad-
reaching surveillance program. The agency 
contracted with a company that flew a spy 
plane over Baltimore until city officials 
ended the contract in February 2021, 
months before a judge ruled the plane’s use 
unconstitutional. A network of cameras on 
private properties connects to the CitiWatch 
network. And the police department 
regularly monitors social media accounts 
and even operates fake accounts to lure in 
suspects.

“The technology, whether it is the spy 
plane, or the cell phone tracker, or facial 
recognition, is not set up to operate like a 
search and seizure of an individual. It’s more 
of a dragnet,” Ferrell said.

And it’s that broad capture that worries 
so many.

“If you come in contact with these 
cameras, your face will be captured. It will 
be used. There’s nothing people can do about 
it,” Master said. “This is just investing in new 
toys. So more cops can feel like they have 
more things at their disposal to trip folks up.”

The Baltimore Police Department pushed 
hard against the moratorium, even though 
the moratorium has never specifically 
applied to the organization. The agency 
lobbied hard for facial recognition software 
and other surveillance measures, claiming 
the moratorium stopped the agency from 
acquiring technology that it believes would 
help solve more crimes and clear more 
homicides.

That’s a pretty bold claim for technology 
that has a hard time recognizing Black faces, 
especially Black women’s faces, and would 
be deployed in a city that is more than 60 
percent Black.

“I am not convinced these technologies, 
the stingray, facial recognition technology, 
the spy plane, and ShotSpotter, are making 
the city safer,” Burnett said.

Ferrell and others have pushed hard for 
city leaders to shift resources away from 
police to social services, education, and job 
creation, which they say are more sound 
investments in making Baltimore safer. 
They backed Mayor Brandon Scott, who, 
as a candidate, pledged to cut funding to 
the police department and went as far as 
pushing through a police budget cut during 
his last year on the city council. Scott made 
an about-face in his first year as mayor, 
adding $28 million to the police budget in 
2021.

Surveillance cameras came under fire 
after the death of George Floyd, as facial 
recognition was implicated in instances 

of racial profiling by police agencies. IBM 
stopped selling its facial recognition software 
to policing agencies amid concerns about 
abuses by law enforcement.

For activists, the push for more 
surveillance in light of the potential for 
abuse and the lack of effectiveness of the 
technology speaks to how law enforcement 
is shifting its strategy in the face of political 
pushback to more obvious forms of tough-
on-crime policing.

“This is the natural reaction to continue 
to scale up policing in ways that feel less 
nefarious to the common person because 
you can’t see it,” Ferrell said. “It’s not a cop 
on a beat with a baton, it’s cameras that are 
literally tracking your every movement. It’s 
literally a massive web of entrapment.”

Burnett, like the activist community, 
says he will continue to push the city to 
pour more resources into education, job 
programs, and alternatives outside of law 
enforcement that he and others believe lead 
to more durable public safety.

“Solely investing as much as we do in 
policing and surveillance hasn’t panned 
out. The tech and the investment in tech 
by the department hasn’t worked,” Burnett 
said. “For me, it’s about finding other ways 
to make the city safer for people in our 
community.” l

CONTINUED FROM PG. 3

“If you come in contact with these cameras, your face 
will be captured. It will be used. There’s nothing people 
can do about it,” Samantha Master said. “This is just 
investing in new toys. So more cops can feel like they 
have more things at their disposal to trip folks up.”

“I have likened it to a 
virtual stop and frisk,” 
Kristerfer Burnett said.
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Umar Boxing 
1217 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need 
every Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-728-3600

Land of Kush (Tierra de Kush) 
840 North Eutaw Street 
Provides food for families or individuals every 
Monday from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more updates, go to: facebook.com/
TheLandofKush 
Contact: 410-225-5874

Franciscan Center Prepared Meals 
101 West 23rd Street 
Daily meals Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Dinners are served from 5:30 pm to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. They help everyone in 
need. 
Contact: 410-467-5340, Option 2 for client services; or 
email: info@fcbmore.org

Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry  
422 West Patapsco Avenue  
Provides food, diapers, and formula to those in need 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For updates, visit: facebook.com/
fishesandloavespantry 
Contact: 410-525-0969 or email: 
fishesandloavespantry@yahoo.com

Yo! Baltimore West 
1510 West Lafayette Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. 
Every Tuesday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Be More Green Food Rescue  
2036 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. 
Every Friday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Old Major/Historic Pigtown Food Rescue  
900 South Carey Street 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. 
Every Thursday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

City Place on the Avenue 
610 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Provides fresh produce and grocery giveaway until 
resources are gone every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 240-705-4345

New Shiloh Baptist Church Pantry  
2100 North Monroe Street 
Provides a food pantry for anyone in need on the 1st 
and 3rd Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-523-5306 Ext. 12, or email: jward@
newshilohbaptist.org

Bmore Community Food 
300 West 24th Street 
Weekly distribution every Saturday from 2 p.m. 
to 3:30 pm. Includes one box of about 20 pounds 
of produce per three family members for a $10 
donation. How to apply: Fill out a survey on their 
Facebook page: facebook.com/food4bmore 
Contact: 844-529-3077 

Bmore Community Food Delivery 
300 West 24th Street 
Service is provided for those who are disabled, 
elderly, or otherwise limited in mobility. 
Ask to call to arrange services: 844-529-3077 
Facebook: facebook.com/food4bmore

Access Art in Morrell Park  
2446 Washington Boulevard 
This service provides free food for individuals or 
families in need. Every Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org 

Bea Gaddy Family Center  
425 North Charles Street 
The walk-in food pantry is open to the public Monday 
to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To receive food 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, you must be 
registered to vote and a Maryland resident. If you 
still need to register to vote, the center will help 
register you. Anyone can walk in and receive food on 
Thursdays without registration. 
Contact: 410-563-2749, or email: beagaddy@bea-
gaddy.org 

The Bit Center Food Distribution 
315 Homestead Southway 
Provides community meals delivered home to 
individuals who qualify. Every Tuesday from 12 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. Check eligibility at: thebitcenter.org. 
Contact: 410-547-9934

First Mount Calvary Baptist Food Pantry 
1142 North Fulton Avenue 
The church provides prepared meals, a food pantry, 
and food delivery. Prepared meals are offered on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Food pantry is offered every 3rd and 4th 
Friday of each month from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Grab-
and-go lunches are every Wednesday at 11 a.m. Home 
delivery as needed; please call 410-728-8782 about 
how to enroll.

40 West Assistance & Referral Center 
4711 Edmondson Avenue 
Provides food and material assistance to those in 
need. Staff at the center can provide education about 
and refer to additional assistance resources. When 
appropriate, they provide clients to other public 
and private agencies which provide counseling, 
shelter, or other types of assistance. Food assistance 
at the center provides income-eligible clients and 
their families with food once per month. Referral 
Services are on a needs basis to anyone, and food 
assistance only requires government-issued picture 
identification. 
For more information, go to: 40west.org 
Contact: 410-233-4357 or email: info@40west.org 

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Food Pantry 
& Free Meals 
5807 Harford Road 
For ages 18 and younger, you can pick up a free and 
nutritious meal Monday to Friday at Harbel, and 
breakfast is served from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. while lunch 
is from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Individuals older have access to the food pantry by 
walking in or calling ahead during regular business 
hours, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., from Monday to Friday.  
Contact: 410-444-2100 or email: info@harbel.org

God is King Center 
208 South Pulaski Street 
This center provides individuals with hot meals, 
beverages, canned foods, and clothes. Every Sunday 
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Contact: 443-895-5456 or email: irvdrl@gmail.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/godiskingcenter

Community Resources
Baltimore Beat’s collection of resources for Baltimore City residents.

by Baltimore Beat staff

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

This Baltimore Beat section aims to help the 
community with resources and support they may 

not know are available. We ask people to share this 
information with anyone they know that could find it 
helpful.

Baltimore Beat would like its readers to know 
that you will find some of these programs available 
outside of Baltimore City. We try to inform our 
readers of income amounts for the programs tailored 
to Baltimore’s limits. Specifically, we use the example 
of a household of four people, although many of these 
programs are for individuals as well!

Have something you want us to add? Email 
support@baltimorebeat.com!

Continues on next page → 

Housing, Utility, and 
Rent Assistance
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Affordable Connectivity Program 
This program helps households pay for internet 
service and internet-connected devices. You could 
qualify if you’re a household of four making at or less 
than $55,500 per year. You can apply at nv.fcc.gov/
lifeline, call for an application at (877) 384-2575, or 
contact your current internet company.

Project Waves - Internet Access  
1100 Wicomico Street Suite 650 
Project Waves provides free, high-speed home 
Internet across several neighborhoods in Baltimore 
using a Point-to-Multipoint wireless network. 
Contact: 410-803-5146 or go to: projectwaves.net 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) 
This program assists with heating and cooling bills. 
For example, a family of four with a household 
income below $48,563 is eligible. You can apply at 
mydhrbenefits.dhr.state.md.us or by calling 
800-332-6347 for an application.

Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program 
Renters, homeowners, and residents of public 
housing are all eligible. The income eligibility is 
determined by how much you have made in the past 
30 days. For example, a household of four making 
at or below $6000 per month is eligible. You can 
apply at mymdthink.maryland.gov by printing 
an application, or by calling 800-332-6347 for an 
application.

Maryland Weatherization Assistance Program 
Provides weatherization assistance to residents 
of Maryland to help with energy costs. This could 
include upgrades to your home, even if you are 
renting. For example, a household of four making 
at or below $55,500 is eligible. You can apply at 
portal.neighborlysoftware.com/BALTIMOREMD/
participant, or by calling 410-396-3023 with 
questions.

Lifeline Program for Low-Income Consumers 
The Lifeline program provides discounts on cell 
phone services for low-income individuals and 
families. Consumers can qualify for this service if 
their income is 135 percent or less than the federal 
poverty guidelines. For example, in Maryland, a 
family of four making less than $37,462 would be 
eligible. Assurance Wireless has plans available at 
assurancewireless.com/lifeline-services, or you can 
call them at 888-321-5880.

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Housing 
Partnership Workshop 
5807 Harford Road 
This program offers free virtual workshops to assist 
people looking to purchase their first home. To 
register, go to harbel.org. 
Contact: 410-444-9152

Civic Works - Elder Service 
2701 St Lo Drive 
This is a fall-preventing program to make homes 
safer for older adults living in Baltimore City. 
Services are for 65 and older adults that include 
safety repairs, referrals to supportive services, and 

occupational therapy. The Housing Upgrades to 
Benefit Seniors (HUBS) program can assist and 
connect you to more home repair resources and 
support services. 
Contact: 443-470-9871 or email: HUBSintake@
civicworks.com 

Franciscan Center Eviction Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center will assist Baltimore City residents with 
eviction notices. They will pay up to $200 toward 
an eviction total. The check will go directly to the 
landlord and be confirmed with the client. No fees or 
eligibility, but you need to show proof that you have 
money to cover the rest of the cost. 
Contact: info@fcbmore.org

House of Ruth - Emergency Shelter  
2201 Argonne Drive 
This service is for women and children who are in 
imminent danger. It is open from Monday to Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Contact: 410-889-7884 (24-Hour Hotline)

Day Center for Homeless Individuals 
17 Bond Street, Westminster MD 
For individuals over the age of 18 experiencing 
homelessness. Provides basic toiletries like 
toothbrushes and clothing. Phones are available to 
apply for jobs, food assistance, and other programs. 
The Human Service program can also provide 
case management, rapid rehousing resources, job 
opportunities, and more. Operates Monday to Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Contact: 443-201-3428

Project Phase Inc - Permanent Housing for 
Homeless Individuals (subsidized permanent 
housing) 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This service provides permanent housing to 
individuals and families in need. The programs 
include rental assistance programs and single-room 
occupancy. 
Contact: 410-837-1400 

Project Phase Inc. - Housing for Homeless 
Veterans 3601 Old Frederick Road 
This program offers services to qualified veterans, 
including rapid rehousing, 1st-month rent, security 
deposit, housing placement, utility assistance, 
eviction prevention, and referral to public and social 
service benefits. This service is for veterans only. 
Contact: Helen at 443-720-9984 or intake at 410-837-
1400 Ext. 148

Project Phase Inc - Temporary Housing for 
Homeless Individuals 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This program helps to shelter and serve homeless 
adults. This includes 24-hour supported supervision, 
on-site nursing and counseling services, and 

resident case management. Residents are given daily 
meals, linens, bus tokens, assistance with medical 
appointments, and clothing. 

Location #1: Beacon House Square 3549 Old 
Frederick Road; Location #2: 1814 Maryland Avenue 
(Accessible to those with disabilities). 
Contact: 410-837-1400

COST PLUS DRUGS 
An online pharmacy that doesn’t take insurance 
but prices generic prescriptions at their cost plus 15 
percent. The result is many affordable medications 
that are sometimes less than insurance co-pays. 
Download the form at costplusdrugs.com/
PrescriptionRequestForm.pdf for yourself and your 
doctor or start by visiting costplusdrugs.com.

Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) 
Mental Health Services 
7500 Harford Road 1st Floor Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
Counselors may provide home visits when working 
with clients. The psychiatrists and therapists only 
provide office visits or telehealth. Psychiatrists 
perform psychiatric evaluations and determine if 
medication is needed. Therapists perform individual 
therapy and family therapy for families who need it. 
Monday to Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Contact: 410-999-1937 or info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Community Wellness Center 
3310 Eastern Avenue 
This outpatient health center consists of a psychiatric 
rehabilitation program and behavioral health home 
program that provides support to individuals and 
families throughout Baltimore City and Maryland.
Contact: 443-708-5056 or email: info@cwmd.org

Franciscan Center Dental Referrals & Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center works with Baltimore City Health 
Department Dental Clinics to help pay for dental 
care. You must be a Baltimore City resident to be 
eligible. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services 
or info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Prescription Support Services 
(Medications) 
101 West 23rd Street 
Works with Safeway Pharmacy on Charles and 
24th Street to help cover the cost of medicine/
prescriptions. New prescriptions will be fully covered 
at that location. Transferred prescriptions will be 
discounted. Narcotics are not covered. No fees, but 
you must be a Baltimore City resident. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services 
or info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Eyeglass Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center has partnerships with various eyeglass 
businesses around Baltimore City. They can pay 
$70 for glasses and additional services. You must be 
a Baltimore City resident and the Center is asking 
residents to bring validated estimated cost from the 

Health Services
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eyeglass shop back to the Franciscan Center. They 
will write a check for up to $70 and send it directly to 
the shop. This does not include Walmart or America’s 
Best. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services 
or info@fcbmore.org

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Prevention 
and Recovery Center 
5807 Harford Road 
Outpatient substance abuse prevention and 
treatment center serving adults and adolescents in 
the Baltimore Metropolitan area. Mental health is 
also provided here as well as Medicaid, Medicare, and 
some private insurance are accepted. 
Contact: 410-444-2100 Ext. 1019, or email: info@
harbel.org

 
Moveable Feast (Medical Transportation) 
901 North Milton Avenue 
They offer free, accessible door-to-door 
transportation to medical appointments for low-
income Baltimore City clients living with HIV. 
Medical Transportation can take clients to primary 
medical or support services such as physician 
appointments, picking up prescription medications, 
and attending support groups. Eligibility for 
transportation: Individual has been diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS and has limited access to transportation 
for medical appointments. Contact: Transportation - 
Teyana Johnson tjohnson@mfeast.org 
Phone: 410-327-3420

Moveable Feast (Medical Nutrition Therapy) 
901 North Milton Avenue 
Providing home visits and phone counseling, 
Registered Dietitian Nutritionists work with clients to 
create individualized nutrition plans. 
Contact: info@mfeast.org or call: 410-327-3420  

Turning Corners - Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Treatment 
260 Gateway Drive, Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
Provides drug and alcohol evaluations to determine 
the effects of substance use and other problems for 
the client. Contact: (410) 893-3896 

Turning Corners - Relapse Prevention Program 
260 Gateway Drive Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
This program helps show clients the signs of relapse 
before it occurs. Weekly therapeutic group provides 
support to maintain gains and improve skills, plus 
additional assistance with family involvement 
education. 
Contact: 410-893-3896

SPARC Women’s Center 
908 Washington Boulevard 
The Women’s Center supports people who identify 
as women, agender, nonbinary, and all other non-
men identities who engage in street-based survival 
activities. They currently provide delivery services of 
harm reduction supplies and safer sex supplies. The 
Center also provides STI testing, emotional support, 
case management, free psychiatric services, and 
sexual health supplies. Operates Monday through 
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: 410-624-7554 or 602-935-7554

Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) 
Support Services 
7500 Harford Road, 1st Floor, Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
PRP counselors assist clients in securing other 
resources in their community, such as health 
insurance, transportation, income, food, energy, 
and water assistance. Other services provided by 
BHCS are clothing donations to individuals in 
need, children’s toys donations, money and anger 
management, along with shelter placement for the 
homeless. 
Contact: 410-999-1937 or email: info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Center for Urban Families 
2201 North Monroe Street 
A program that offers job training with the support 
of coaches and peers. Training that focuses on 
improving job-seeking skills, improving workplace 
behavior, appearance, and attitude. This program is 
for all young adults and adults. 
Contact: 410-367-5691 

House of Ruth - Ruth’s Closet 
Valley Village Shopping Center 9131 Reisterstown 
Road (back, lower level) 
This women’s resale boutique sells gently used 
clothing, shoes, and jewelry at steep discounts. 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday are from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Fridays are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Northwest Career Center 
Mondawmin Mall Suite 302 (3rd Floor) 
This center provides programs for anyone interested 
in trade skills. They offer services so individuals can 
find employment, prepare resumes and enhance job 
readiness skills. All services are free or low cost. 
Contact: 410-396-7873

TaxiCard Program 
6300 Blair Hill Lane, Suite 301 
A program where if you are 60 years or older, you get 
free credits to use for taxis. You can apply online at 
caretaxicard.com. This service is for seniors only. 
Contact: 410-664-1123

Women of Valor 
715 Ingleside Avenue 
Provides one-on-one counseling and support to help 
low-income or homeless women in Baltimore get 
back on their feet, find services, and get job training. 
They also have a weekly food pantry available One 
of the services they provide is job training for any 
individuals who are looking for new employment 
skills. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and weekly 
food pantry on Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 443-800-3188

No Monthly Fee Checking Accounts:

Wells Fargo 
Wells Fargo has options for you if you need access 
to a retail bank to cash checks, and your mobile 
phone is not an option. The Clear Access Banking 
account has a $5 monthly fee that is waived if the 
primary account holder is between 13-24 years old. 
The Everyday Checking account has a $10 fee that is 
waived with a $500 balance or $500 in direct deposits 
monthly. 
Wells Fargo has locations throughout Baltimore.

SoFi 
If you can use your mobile phone to do your banking, 
SoFi has an attractive option. They have no overdraft 
or account fees and 2.50% annual interest on your 
balances. Sign up at: sofi.com.

Financial Services
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OCTOBER 30, 2022–JANUARY 29, 2023  TICKETS AT ARTBMA.ORG

Robert Pruitt. A Song for 
Travelers (detail). 2022. 
Courtesy the artist and 

Koplin Del Rio Gallery

Discover the cultural and artistic impacts of the Great Migration. 
This exhibition features 12 contemporary artists refl ecting on 
their connections to the South and the many ways in which 
America has been shaped by this diaspora.
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Public art is essential, especially when 
art displayed in galleries can often feel 

inaccessible and uninviting. It exists in a 
symbiotic relationship between the artist, 
the environment in which it is displayed, and 
the audience: those individuals who walk by 
and interact with the work.

Current Space, a gallery, studio, and 
performance space, partnered with Market 
Center Community Development to 
help facilitate a series of three public art 
installations. Organizers commissioned 
Baltimore-based artists to create works of art 
on kiosks, two sided structures that usually 
display maps or information. These pieces 
add vibrancy and beauty to the 300 and 400 
blocks of North Howard Street.

Current Space selected the boxes 
closest to their gallery on North Howard 
Street, helped choose the artists (some of 
whom have studios at Current Space), and 
organized the printing and installation.

The kiosk on the intersection of 
Saratoga Street and North Howard Street 
features works by Takia Ross and Bryan 
Robinson. Ross’ “Concrete Beauty” features 
a photograph of a Black woman with an afro 
studded with roses. The bottom of the image 
features a mass of vibrant crimson roses that 
match the lipstick on the woman’s lips. Ross 
is a makeup artist and her work reflects her 

Takia Ross’ “Concrete Beauty,” on view in front of Current Space.
Photo by Cameron Snell

Art Outside
A new exhibit puts the work of several 
local artists on a stretch of North 
Howard Street.

by Teri Henderson

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

CONTINUES ON PG. 16
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Wednesday, Jan 11
Virtual Screening: Shut Up and Paint: Join the 
Baltimore Museum of Art for a screening of “Shut 
Up and Paint,” an award-winning documentary short 
about the painter Titus Kaphar as he looks to film 
as a medium in the face of an insatiable art market 
seeking to silence his activism. This free virtual 
screening will follow a pre-recorded conversation with 
Asma Naeem, BMA Interim Co-Director and Eddie C. 
and C. Sylvia Brown Chief Curator. They will discuss 
what led Kaphar to make the documentary, the 
relationship between his paintings and film, and how 
the documentary unpacks the challenges that Black 
artists face in today’s art world and market. (Free) 
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Watch online via Facebook or 
Youtube. For more information, go to: artbma.org/
event/screening-shut-up-and-paint or call: 443-573-
1700.

The Brent Birckhead Quintet at Keystone Korner: 
Saxophonist Brent Birckhead is an award-winning 
artist, whose aesthetic is an intersectional amalgam 
of traditional and popular styles, earning him a 
spot in Lauryn Hill’s touring band. Unbound by 
genre, Birckhead’s approach to woodwind artistry is 
driven by his compulsion for creative risk and deep 
respect for legacy. Featuring Akua Allrich (vocals), 
Romeir Mendez (bass), Noble Jolley (piano), and CV 
Dashielle III (drums). ($20 - $25; $10 to stream) 7:30 
p.m. at Keystone Korner, 1350 Lancaster Street. For 
more information, go to: keystonekornerbaltimore.
com or call: 410-946-6726.

Thursday, Jan 12
JJC Talks: Akea Brionne: This two-part event will 
feature a screening of the artist’s film “Mississippi 
Goddamn,” followed by a conversation in dialogue 
with curator Jessica Bell Brown. Conceived alongside 
her commission for A Movement In Every Direction: 
Legacies of the Great Migration, and shot and 
directed by Felix B. Abeson, “Mississippi Goddamn” 
uses documentary form to unpack the artist’s family 
connection to Columbus, Mississippi, where her 
grandfather William T. Brown was born and raised. 
Akea and her grandfather return to their family 
homestead, to reckon with the complexity of memory, 
and to come to terms with the past. (Free) 6 p.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Baltimore Museum of Art, 10 Art Museum 
Drive. For more information, go to: artbma.org or call: 
443-573-1700.

Baltimore Music on Film Screenings and Panel 
Discussion w/ Dan Deacon, Lydia Woolever and 
Abdu Ali: Join us for an evening of short films 
which explore pioneering Baltimore musicians, from 
Beach House, Dan Deacon and DDm to trailblazing 

bluegrass musician Hazel Dickens. This collection 
of three short films chronicles various corners of 
Maryland’s rich music scene. It’s also the Baltimore 
debut of “Don’t Put Her Down,” a new work by 
Baltimore filmmaker Julia Golonka. Plus: A sneak 
preview of the forthcoming Baltimore House Music 
documentary “Music Liberated: Baltimore’s in the 
House.” Join WTMD’s Sam Sessa and directors 
Golonka, Joe Tropea, in a Q+A with Dan Deacon, 
Lydia Woolever and Abdu Ali after the screening. 5:30 
p.m. at Creative Alliance, 3134 Eastern Avenue. For 
more information, go to: creativealliance.org or call: 
410-276-1651.

Friday, January 13
  Opening Reception: Well Being: Rituals for a 
Sacred Life: The first solo presentation of artwork by 
ceramicist Angelique Scott. The immersive sensory 
exhibition presents over 30 ceramic pieces that 
encourage personal reflection, collective meditation, 
and communion by transforming the gallery into a 
sacred space for solace and rest. 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Black Artist Research Space, 426 West Franklin Street. 
For more information, go to: blackartistresearchspace.
com, or email: blackartistresearchspace@gmail.com.

DYKE NITE: FRIDAY THE 13TH EDITION: 
Downstairs there will be a dance party with musical 
curation by Trillnatured! Upstairs Kotic Couture 
will be hosting a newcomers drag event from 10 p.m 
to midnight, with a DJ set after the show. ring cash 
to tip the performers and bar staff. Come out and 
support your friends and heckle your ex lovers as 
they take the stage for the first time! Dyke Nite is an 
inclusive space, transphobia, racism, or any other 
kinds of discrimination will not be tolerated. Please 
wear a mask. 21+ ($5 - $10) 9 p.m. at Ottobar, 549 
North Howard Street. For more information, go to: 
theottobar.com or call: 410-662-0069.

Saturday, January 14
Midnight Club at The Crown Vol.15 w/ Tromac 
& Aybigjohn: Midnight Club Collective is back at 
The Crown Baltimore for their first party of the 
year. This time featuring special guests Tromac and 
Aybigjohn, with residents Histo, DJ Beast and S.Dot. 
($7) 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at The Crown Baltimore, 1910 
North Charles Street. For more information, go to:  
thecrownbaltimore.tumblr.com or call 410-625-4848.

Sankofa Closing Celebration: Say goodbye to the 
Sankofa Experience and Sankofa Dance Theater at 
this closing celebration, featuring music, movement 
and folkways. The interactive Sankofa exhibition 
features a look back at the work of Sankofa Dance 
Theater, utilizing costumes, archival materials, 

historical footage, and built environments designed 
to transport visitors into the past, and into the 
future. ($15) 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at The Peale Museum, 
225 Holliday Street. For more information, go to: 
thepeale.org, or call: 667-222-1814.

Writers LIVE! Ben Jealous, “Never Forget Our 
People Were Always Free”:  Ben Jealous, former 
national NAACP president and CEO, will reflect 
on race in America and offer his thoughts on how 
to address the country’s social and political issues. 
Jealous will be joined in conversation by WBAL 
NewsRadio talk show host C4. Free parking vouchers 
are available to program attendees who park at the 
Franklin Street Garage (15 West Franklin Street). 
Ask Pratt event staff for your parking voucher prior 
to or after the program. (Free; RSVP to reserve a 
spot). 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
400 Cathedral Street. For more information, go to: 
prattlibrary.org, or call: 410-396-5430.

MLK Jr. Celebration by Kondwani Fidel: In honor 
of the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., an afternoon 
of spoken word poetry curated by Kondwani Fidel, 
author, poet, and professor at Coppin State University. 
Special guests include local rapper Eddie Vanz. To cap 
off the performances, Fidel will perform new work 
accompanied by John Tyler, musician and founder of 
the Love Groove Festival. (Free, registration required) 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Walters Art Museum, Graham 
Auditorium, 600 North Charles Street. For more 
information, go to: thewalters.org, or call: 410-547-
9000.

Baltimore Official Silent Party (MLK WEEKEND 
EDITION): A silent party featuring dueling DJS 
spinning to compete for your attention. When you 
arrive you’ll receive a pair of wireless headphones. 
You can adjust the volume and choose between up to 
three DJs with a flip of a switch. Each headset has a 
color that shows what channel you are listening to, so 
you can dance along with those listening to the same 
DJ. There’s no loud music that you have to talk over. 
Plus, there’s no ringing in your ears when you leave! 
($11 to $100) 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. at RYMKS Bar & 
Grille, 819 East Pratt Street. For more information, go 
to: rymks.com or call: (410) 878-2067.

Monday, January 16
Martin Luther King Day : Where Do We Go 
From Here?: This event will feature  presentations, 
performances, panels and a Criminal Injustice 
Reform Symposium in Partnership with the Greater 
Baltimore Urban League, the Baltimore Branch of the 
NAACP, and the Downtown Partnership of Baltimore. 
Noon to 6 p.m. at Reginald F. Lewis Museum, 830 
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East Pratt Street. For more information, go to: 
lewismusuem.org, or call 443-263-1800.

Tuesday, January 17
Anastasia Curwood presents “Shirley Chisholm: 
Champion of Black Feminist Power Politics” in 
conversation with Jacqueline Patterson of the 
Chisholm Legacy Project: A conversation about 
Black feminist power, the fight for civil rights, and 
the future of a just transition. (Free, RSVP) 7:00 
p.m. at Red Emma’s Bookstore Coffeehouse, 3128 
Greenmount Avenue. For more information, go to: 
redemmas.org, email: info@redemmas.org, or call: 
410-601-3072.

Wednesday, January 18
The People’s Ball: Celebrating the Inauguration 
of Wes Moore & Aruna Miller: Celebrate the 
Inauguration of Wes Moore and Aruna Miller as 
Maryland’s next governor and lieutenant governor. 
Attire is celebratory chic. ($125 - $1000) 7:00 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. at Baltimore Convention Center, 1 West 
Pratt Street. For more information on the swearing-
in ceremony, and other Inauguration events, go 
to: mooremillerinauguration.com, or email tyler@
wesmmoore.com.

Thursday, January 19
Edgar Allan Poe Birthday and Poe Toaster Murder 
Mystery: Join Poe Baltimore and Poe’s Magic 
Theatre for a special birthday celebration for Edgar 
Allan Poe. This party, complete with cake and toasty 
refreshments on a cold January evening, will include 
a special mystery game and a tour of the historic 
Catacombs. Attendees will follow clues around the 
old cemetery where Poe is buried and follow in the 
footsteps of a killer. General admission includes 
murder mystery hosted by Vince Wilson of Poe’s Magic 
Theatre, complimentary party refreshments, a guided 
tour of Westminster Hall and  Burying Grounds, 
including the catacombs and a grave-side birthday 
toast to Edgar Allan Poe. ($29 - $69) 6:30 p.m. to 9 
p.m. at Westminster Hall and  Burying Ground, 519 
West Fayette Street. For more information, go to: 
poeinbaltimore.org or call: 410-462-1763.

Tarsha Fitzgerald Productions Presents Tribute 
to Teddy P: Remember the life and legacy of the 
legendary Teddy Pendergrass in a musical celebration 
at Keystone Korner. Renowned vocalist Steven “Fresh” 
Straughter will grace the Keystone Korner Stage as the 
male lead vocalist who will be joined by an All-Star 
Band led by Music Director Robert “Wawa” LeGrand, 
who was Teddy Pendergrass’ guitarist for many years 
and is featured in the official documentary about the 
artist. ($30 - $35. $10 to stream) 7:30 p.m. at Keystone 
Korner, 1350 Lancaster Street. For more information, 
go to keystonekornerbaltimore.com or call: 410-946-
6726.

Saturday, Jan 21
Fly & booZHē (Bougie):  Food, cocktails, a live DJ, 
and a photoshoot. (Admission is free, but please 
RSVP) 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Eat Drink Relax Restaurant, 
1001 Cathedral Street. For more information, go to: 
eatdrinkrelax.net, or call 443-449-5591. 

Lunar Night Cultural Festival: A weekend-long, 
family-friendly, waterfront event filled with Asian art, 
food, and performances to celebrate the Lunar New 
Year at the Baltimore Inner Harbor. Featuring over 30 
folk artists and performers and over 20 food vendors. 
(Free - $30. Kids under the age of 12 have free entry). 
January 21, 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. and January 22, noon to 
8 p.m. at West Shore Park, 201 Light Street. For more 
information, go to: waterfrontpartnership.org/do/
lunar-night-cultural-festival, or call:  443-743-3308.

Sunday, January 22
Drop-In Art Making: Lunar New Year:  Make a 
work of art inspired by the museum’s  collection. you 
can create your masterpiece at the museum or take 
supplies home. Free, no registration required. All 
ages welcome. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Walters Art Museum, 
Third Floor, 600 North Charles Street. For more 
information, go to: thewalters.org, or call: 410-547-
9000.

greedyreads.com

Remington  - 320 W. 29th St. 
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Magic Mike and  Safari Club Presents The Aquarius 
Bash “It’s a MFKN Party”: Celebrate Aquarius 
with  the sounds of DJ Reddz and DJ Supream. This 
event will include VIP sections, smoking patios, 
360 Cameras, a frozen bar, arcade, full food menu, 
and more. ($10) 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. at Safari Club, 5625 
O Donnell Street. For more information, go to: 
safaribaltimore.com, or call 410-624-5662.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, 
send information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.

idea that makeup artistry is art; the artists’ 
application of makeup is as technical and 
as masterful as a painter using oil paint on 
a canvas. Ross applied the makeup to the 
model that is the centerpiece of the work, 
and then shot the photograph herself.

On the other side of the display is Bryan 
Robinson’s “Crooked Smiles.” Robinson is 
an artist and the owner of Black Genius Art 
Space, a hybrid art gallery and retail space. 
His piece “Crooked Smiles” is an allusion to 
the song by rapper J. Cole. The figure’s hair, 
eyes, nose, and top row of teeth are visible. 
Some of the teeth are painted by Robinson, 
while some are made from pre-existing pipes 
that jut up from the sidewalk. The figure’s 
furrowed brow and expression are humorous 
and add a sense of levity to the block.

The kiosk at the Mulberry Street and 
North Howard Street intersection features 
works by multidisciplinary artists SHAN 
Wallace and You Wu. SHAN Wallace’s 
“Twin Sisters Rehearse In Grandma’s Living 
Room” features subjects from a pre-existing 
photo taken by Wallace of ballerinas on 

North Avenue. The dancers face the viewer 
directly; both have collaged visages, braids, 
and playful expressions as they rehearse 
against a background composed of vintage 
fabrics and hues. You Wu’s “Other Worldly” 
is a painted portal between Howard Street 
and the cosmos. Wu has created a network 
in vibrant hues of blue, green, red, and pink. 
The artist has embedded symbols, including 
flowers, UFOs, house plants, and chairs. 
The focal point of the work is a painted 
asymmetrical crimson heart outline. It is 
held together by two hands extending from 
outside the artwork. Wu’s world of hidden 
Easter eggs and meaning is playful, and the 
vibrant, nearly neon color palette contrasts 
Wallace’s work’s more muted tones.

The final display, on the intersection of 
Franklin Street and Howard Street, features 
two individual works by the collaborative 
duo Wickerham & Lomax (full disclosure: 
this writer has partnered with Wickerham 
& Lomax to create events in Baltimore). 
The new media artists have been working 
together for over 10 years. In “Truth Hurts 
2004,” an object is suspended from a metal 
chain and string of pearls. The viewer’s eye 
is immediately drawn to tags featuring the 
names Toni and Malcolm. The work serves as 

CONTINUED FROM PG. 13
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Left: SHAN Wallace’s “Twin Sisters Rehearse In Grandma’s Living Room” on view in front of Current Space 
Right: You Wu’s “Other Worldly” on view on Howard Street. Photos by Cameron Snell
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an engagement announcement for the artist and his partner. On the back 
of the display is “Caught Up 2004,” which features an invisible figure’s arm 
carrying a purse in the shape of a baby. The figure’s arm reaches out from 
a blue sleeve; the flesh is an amalgamation of patterns and textures, and 
she wears a neon bracelet and giant rings. The works reference mimicry 
and represent the possibilities of human beings in relation and proximity 
to one another. 

Current Space got its start on Calvert Street in 2004 in a vacant city 
building that was slated for demolition. The gallery moved to what would 
eventually become its permanent location on Howard Street in 2010. In 
2019, with the help of colleagues and BARCO (Baltimore Arts Realty 
Corporation, a nonprofit real estate company focused on creating working 
spaces for artists and creatives), co-directors Michael Michael Benevento 
and Julianne Hamilton bought the building. And, last year, they obtained 
a liquor license that allowed them to add additional revenue and subsidize 
their operations. About 20 artists utilize the building’s studios, gallery, 
and screen printing facilities.

Hamilton and Benevento say artists help make Baltimore special.

“There’s a lot of artists here… It seems more communal and 
collaborative.” said Benevento.

“I feel like the arts are Baltimore’s greatest assets in general. That’s 
one of the things that is really distinctive here,” Hamilton said. “We do 
have a really strong creative community, and there are a lot of people 
making things. Making art, making music.” l

Top: Bryan Robinson’s “Crooked Smiles” on view in front of 
Current Space.
Bottom: Wickerham & Lomax’s “Truth Hurts 2004” on view in 
front of Current Space.
Photos by Cameron Snell
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When the public learned of Darren 
Aronofsky’s new film “The Whale,” there 

was a groundswell of enthusiasm for the project. 
That early support had little to do with this 
adaptation of Samuel D. Hunter’s 2012 play being 
the first Aronofsky feature since 2017’s “Mother!”. 
Nor was this hopeful energy the result of another 
successful A24-branded marketing campaign. 
Five years was not enough time for the masses to 
forget the laughably bad fable Aronofsky foisted 
upon audiences the last time, and the only real 
advertising A24 had to offer for this film was 
a lone image of lead actor Brendan Fraser in a 
cartoonish fat suit, hair thinning, his iridescent 
blue eyes dewy from the threat of future tears.

Any early excitement “The Whale’’ fostered 
was owed entirely to being the theoretical 
centerpiece of “The Brendanaissance,” a much-
desired comeback narrative for a once-beloved 
‘90s movie star abandoned by Hollywood and 
left to obscurity. Fraser was once the industry’s 
premiere on-screen himbo, before age and time 
altered his shape as he packed on some perfectly 
natural pounds. But for whatever reason, no one 
seemed to be troubled by that same performer 
exaggerating that real-life weight gain through 
elaborate prosthetics to play a 600-pound man.

“The Whale’’ sees Fraser play Charlie, a 
morbidly obese recluse deep into the process of 
slowly, guiltily, and dutifully eating himself to 
death. The only people Charlie interacts with 

are the students in his online writing course (he 
hides his face and body on Zoom) and his loyal 
pizza delivery man (Charlie leaves his payment 
in the mailbox to avoid any interpersonal 
confrontation). His only remaining friend, Liz 
(played by Hong Chau), is a nurse doing her 
level best to keep Charlie alive.

Sensing the end is near, Charlie attempts 
to reconnect with his estranged daughter, Ellie 
(played by Sadie Sink), a teenage malcontent 
still rightfully bitter at being abandoned at a 
young age. When Ellie was eight, Charlie left 
her and her mother (Samantha Morton) to be 
with his lover Alan, a man whose suicide from 
religious guilt over his homosexuality began the 
spiral Charlie is presently trapped in. Charlie 
offers his life savings to Ellie in exchange for 
spending time with him.

There’s also a subplot about a missionary 
obsessed with “saving” Charlie after walking in 
on him having a heart attack while attempting 
to masturbate to gay pornography. That 
unintentional meet-cute is how the film opens. 
It’s an awkward moment that also introduces the 
film’s pet motif: in moments when Charlie thinks 
he is about to die, he asks whoever is nearby to 
read him an essay about Moby Dick that holds a 
special place in his heart.

The film itself has a claustrophobic quality, 
both from the cramped, theatrical staging 
that keeps us within the confines of Charlie’s 
abode and the squarish aspect ratio bringing 
the borders of the image itself in against our 
protagonist’s considerable girth. Aronofsky 
makes the viewer an unwitting voyeur into 
Charlie’s self-destructive routines, depicting 
the challenges of his daily life using plausibly 
deniable storytelling techniques that belie how 
exploitative and off-putting these sequences 
actually are.

There’s a moment where Charlie opens a 
drawer full of granola bars, thinks about eating 
one, then, sullenly, shuts that drawer and opens 
the one beneath it, packed to the brim with 

candy bars. He eats several of them in one go. 
Every scene in the film showcasing Charlie’s 
binge eating has the relative sneering sleaze of 
your average “My 600-lb Life” episode. Still, 
in interviews, Aronofsky and his collaborators 
repeat the same mantras about the film’s 
dedication to empathy. But—as any cursory 
glance at photos from any of the play’s real-life 
productions will show—each image resembles 
a still frame from a Farrelly brothers comedy; 
the source material has a deluded and pompous 
sense of self-righteousness to mask its ugliness.

On the surface, the closest cinematic kin to 
“The Whale” might be “Leaving Las Vegas,” the 
maudlin 1995 film about an alcoholic drinking 
himself into oblivion that won Nicolas Cage an 
Oscar. But for all of that picture’s foibles, it has 
an honesty and an earnestness that doesn’t try 
to deceive its audience into thinking the film 
is anything other than what it is: an ornately 
arranged trainwreck for bystanders to gawk at.

“The Whale” prizes Brendan Fraser’s 
considerable talent, yes. But it leverages the 
general public’s adoration for him and their ache 
to see him made whole from the struggles he’s 
weathered. Aronofsky weaponizes the viewer’s 
ferocious desire to see Fraser either receive the 
financial windfall that comes with once again 
being the talk of the town or, better still, the 
gravitas that might come from getting a golden 
statuette of his own.

But there is no empathy on that screen. 
Aronofsky seems interested only in grafting 
Fraser’s lovable eyes and endearing visage onto 
an otherwise judgmental view of obesity. And 
in watching “The Whale,” a fatphobic audience 
might temporarily disabuse themselves of the 
derision and disgust they hold for the heavyset 
just long enough to pat themselves on the back 
for emotionally connecting with a cartoon for 
roughly two hours.

When the credits have rolled and 
Aronofsky’s unearned catharsis has drawn to a 
close, the doctors in the audience will continue 
to misdiagnose patients and blame their every 
ailment on BMI. Gym rats will continue leaving 
abusive comments on Lizzo’s Instagram posts. 
Skinny folk worldwide will continue to speak of 
gaining weight with the same frightened tone a 
rational person might reserve for being chased 
with a knife.

And, somewhere, another actor will take 
measurements for his tailored fat suit for his 
local production of Hunter’s play. The cycle will 
repeat itself. l

“The Whale” is currently playing at The Charles Theatre.

‘The Whale’ is insincere 
and exploitative treacle
Director Darren Aronofsky’s latest wastes a 
great leading turn from Brendan Fraser.

by Dominic Griffin
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Brendan Fraser as Charlie in The Whale © Courtesy of A24



i am not your Black stereotype
yes, i am loud
and yes, i take up space
i am pissed at the world
and i’ll scream it in your face

i read books for leisure
i listen to music
just like your white neighbor
just like your white teacher

don’t put me in a box
don’t confine me to your rules
i am no longer your slave
no longer your tool

i will blossom and grow
and let everyone know
i will emerge from the shadows
and strike a deafening blow

i am not your Black stereotype
i need no correction
don’t call this line again
there is no connection

Baltimore Beat is publishing poems from 
participants in the group Writers in Baltimore 
Schools, which offers programming that builds skills 
in literacy and communication while creating a 

community of support for young writers.

no connection 
by Zoe Saunders

Use this QR 
code to read 

and share this 
story online.


