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Baltimore Beat was relaunched thanks to a $1 million, no-strings-
attached grant from the Baltimore-based Lillian Holofcener Charitable 
Foundation (LHCF). Named after a lifelong Baltimore resident who 
cared for and supported the city, the foundation has provided funding 
to a number of Baltimore-based organizations as well as international 
organizations. 

In 2020, however, LHCF decided to do something bolder. In response 
to the police murder of George Floyd and inequities exacerbated by 
COVID-19, LHCF made the decision to provide Baltimore Beat with 
the vast majority of the foundation’s holdings to facilitate the existence 
of Black-run, Black-controlled nonprofit newspaper. 

“The money held by the Lillian Holofcener Foundation came from 
Baltimore. Divesting our assets to a Black-led news organization is 
what Baltimore and its majority Black citizenry need right now,” the 
Lillian Holofcener Charitable Foundation’s Adam Holofcener said. 
“We hope that our model of no-strings-attached, large-scale giving 
to Black-run, Black-controlled local organizations inspires other 
Baltimore philanthropic groups to act in kind.”

OUR FUNDING

Baltimore Beat is a 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax-
deductible as permitted by law. Donations go toward our print and 
online journalism, supporting the Beat’s mission of providing free 
news in print and online. By donating to Baltimore Beat, you help 
make community-focused news more accessible to all. 

baltimorebeat.com/donate
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
There has always been advocacy in journalism. I think about it this way: A resident in a city reports that a 

streetlight is out on their block, and for safety reasons, they want it fixed. They reach out to the appropriate 
city agencies, who ignore their request. They reach out to their council person, who also proves to be unhelpful. 
Finally, they reach out to a reporter who works on a story pointing out why this problem matters and how 
government agencies are not doing their jobs to fix it. The reporter sounds the alarm on behalf of the wronged 
resident.

This is the duty I think journalists have in issues of policing, too. If we know that policing in America 
disproportionately harms Black people, brown people, and the poor, and we know that leaders are doing very 
little, if anything, to address those harms, then journalists must sound the alarm.

In this issue, I am drawing your attention to the way new State’s Attorney Ivan Bates wants to address 
crime in Baltimore. Over the years, I’ve interviewed many politicians and would-be politicians. They often point 
to conversations they have in barbershops and on city stoops as beacons for what kind of policies they would 
enact. Bates seems to be following their lead.

“I am keenly aware of the history our city and police department have had with brutality and misconduct 
issues, and let me be clear, my office takes allegations of police brutality and misconduct extremely seriously 
and will vigorously prosecute those cases when brought before us,” Bates told me. “I am also aware of what the 
residents of our great city have consistently told me they want from their State’s Attorney.”

Those conversations with residents are important. Elected officials are duty-bound to answer to the people 
who put them in office. Just as important, however, are facts, research, and data. If we know that certain things 
will not stop crime, even if those things play well as headlines on the local news, we should not do them.

This issue’s entry from Baltimore Courtwatch is a further indictment of local leaders who aren’t doing 
enough. They highlight West Wednesday, a weekly gathering to bring attention to the cases of Tyrone West and 
other victims of police brutality. As of Feb. 22, organizers have been gathering, either in person or virtually, for 
500 weeks straight.

Also in this issue, Arts and Culture Editor Teri Henderson begins what will be our occasional check-in on 
Baltimore’s music scene. In this issue, she writes about musician John Tyler, record company Flatspot Records, 
and bands Zulu and End It.

Iya Osundara is here with thoughtful tarotscope readings for March, and Dominic Griffin writes about 
“High Flying Bird,” a film in which director Steven Soderbergh attempts to seize the means of cinematic 
production.

Finally, in this issue, you’ll find vibrant images captured by young Wide Angle Youth Media participants. 
The group offers young people in Baltimore City media arts education while also amplifying their voices. I’m 
happy and proud to give young creators space in Baltimore Beat.

Lisa Snowden, Editor-in-Chief

Use this QR code to read and 
share this story online.
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Karsonya Wise Whitehead, the radio show 
host and academic who presided over 

Baltimore City State’s Attorney Ivan Bates’ 
swearing ceremony on January 3, began 
the proceedings with a reference to “On the 
Pulse of Morning.” The poem was written and 
recited by Maya Angelou on the occasion of 
Bill Clinton’s swearing-in as president of the 
United States in 1993.

“Here on the pulse of a new day,” Wise 
Whitehead intoned, her voice echoing off 
the walls of the Baltimore War Memorial. 
“You may have the grace to look up and look 
out/and into your sister’s eyes and into/Your 
brother’s face, your country/And say simply/
very simply/with hope –/good morning.”

“We are excited about what will happen 
today and what Mr. Bates has planned for 
Baltimore City,” Wise Whitehead said.

As state’s attorney, Bates is tasked with 
stopping crime, punishing perpetrators of 
crime, and maintaining enough goodwill 
with the public to get re-elected. Bates 
has addressed this by painting himself as 
a kind of anti-Marilyn Mosby. Where the 
former head of the State’s Attorney’s Office 
made overtures to progressive policy, Bates 
has instead touted the kind of policies 
reminiscent of the Clinton-era ’90s.

“For far too long, the State’s Attorney’s 
Office has tried to be all things to everybody, 
and, quite frankly, it hasn’t worked,” Bates 

said during his inaugural address.

Bates has been in office for seven weeks. 
In that time, he has added staff to the office 
and dropped charges against Keith Davis 
Jr., a Baltimore man who, under Mosby, had 
been tried four times in connection with a 
2015 murder. He declined to bring charges 
against the Baltimore police officer who shot 
and killed 18-year-old Donnell Rochester 
in February of 2022 (a Maryland attorney 
general investigation found that one officer 
shot Rochester when he no longer posed a 
threat). 

Ivan Bates is sworn in as Baltimore City State’s Attorney. J.J. McQueen/Baltimore City Government

CONTINUES ON PG. 7

What is Ivan Bates Doing?
Does Baltimore State’s Attorney Ivan Bates have the facts to back up his actions?

by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.
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On July 18, 2013, Tyrone West left his sister’s 
house, borrowing her car. He planned to give 

a friend a ride before picking up his niece from 
work. Within two hours, West was pulled over 
by Baltimore City police officers Nicholas David 
Chapman and Jorge Omar Bernardez-Ruiz. At 
that point, in a brutal scene eerily similar to 
the recent murder of Tyre Nichols, eyewitnesses 
described an unarmed West being pulled from 
the car by his dreadlocks before more than a 
dozen officers beat, kicked, punched, tased 
and pepper sprayed him. West died and his 
family learned of his death on an evening news 
broadcast a few hours later. He was 44 years old.

On July 24, the following Wednesday, his 
family, led by his sister Tawanda Jones, made the 
decision to hold a public vigil and protest. Now, 
nearly 10 years after that first West Wednesday, 
on Feb. 22, 2023, Jones and the rest of her family 
will hold the 500th consecutive West Wednesday 
event to demand accountability for the murder 
of Tyrone West.

In the last 10 years, Jones has, in many ways, 
become the heart and soul of the movement to 
end police violence in Baltimore. She brought 
the fight for justice to the doors of the Northeast 
District Police Station, the State’s Attorney’s 
Office, the medical examiner’s office, City Hall, 
Morgan State University, and dozens of other 
locations throughout the city. She has continued 
through three state’s attorneys and four mayors. 
Jones and the entire West family have remained 
focused and determined in this fight they never 
asked for.

Over the years, West Wednesdays took the 
form of speak-outs, marches, rallies, and even 
virtual meetings as the pandemic hit. They have, 
first and foremost, uplifted West’s name and 
humanity. Every week the family remembers 
a loving brother, nephew, uncle, cousin, and 
father. West was an artist with hopes, dreams, 
and plans. His family grieves for the decades of 
his life that were stolen.

The weekly events also offer an open 
space for community members to listen and 

speak about the violence they themselves have 
experienced from Baltimore Police. Passers-by 
have often heard Jones speak and been moved 
to share. During the push for accountability, 
the West family learned about and lifted several 
stories of others brutalized by the Chapman, 
Bernardez-Ruiz partnership in the days leading 
up to West’s murder. These include the case of 
Abdul Salaam, who, on July 1, 2013, was pulled 
from his car and beaten with his three-year-old 
son in the car watching. In 2016, Mr. Salaam won 
a civil suit against those officers.

West Wednesdays at Morgan State University 
often led to students speaking about the violence 
they experienced from Morgan State University 
Officer David Lewis. Lewis raced to the scene 
of Tyrone’s murder and joined the other officers 
that day. Eyewitnesses described Lewis as sitting 
his weight on Tyrone as he breathed his last 
breath.

West’s family has also expanded their call 
for justice and accountability beyond just this 
case. The common refrain is “ justice for Tyrone 
West. Justice for all victims of police brutality.” 
In that spirit, they have opened their space 
to the loved ones of Anthony Anderson, Keith 
Davis Jr., Donnell Rochester, and other family 
members and friends of people who are victims 
of police brutality.

Every aspect of West’s death reveals this 
guilty system for what it is, but we will highlight 
one piece. From the early days of their fight, the 
West family highlighted the role of the Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner. For years, the 
family disputed an official autopsy that blamed 
Tyrone’s death on a previously undiagnosed 
heart condition and the heat of that July day. 
In an effort to combat that autopsy and force 
then-State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby to reopen 
the investigation, the West family had his body 
exhumed and another autopsy performed at 
their own expense. That autopsy found the cause 
of Tyrone’s death was “positional asphyxiation.” 
You may remember that phrase from the trial of 
George Floyd’s murderer, former Minneapolis 
Police Officer Derrick Chauvin. What you likely 

do not know is that one expert Chauvin’s defense 
called was a former medical examiner named 
David Fowler. David Fowler was Maryland’s Chief 
Medical Examiner in 2013 when Tyrone’s autopsy 
was performed. In October 2022, due to Fowler’s 
discrediting testimony in the Chauvin trial, 
former Attorney General Brian Frosh announced 
a partial review of David Fowler’s cases.

Elected officials across this city know the 
names Tyrone West and Tawanda Jones. Many 
candidates for office have approached the 
West family to offer sympathy and words of 
encouragement. Some have subsequently been 
elected. During her successful 2014 campaign 
for Baltimore State’s Attorney, Mosby promised 
Jones, her family, and supporters that if Mosby 
won, she would reopen the investigation into 
West’s death. Despite using this promise to 
secure her win, and despite the many reminders, 
requests, demands, and protests during her years 
in office, she never reopened the investigation. 
And now, 500 weeks later, no charges have 
been brought against even one of the numerous 
officers involved in this murder. Worse still, 
none have been fired, and several have received 
promotions, including Jorge Omar Bernardez-
Ruiz, who is now a sergeant.

For 500 weeks, the city and police department 
have refused to take the West family’s demands 
for accountability seriously. In 2017, Tyrone’s 
family settled a civil suit with the city. Tawanda 
removed herself from the estate and settlement 
to avoid legal restrictions against speaking 
about the case publicly and continue her fight 
to hold the responsible officers accountable. It’s 
been nearly 300 more weeks, and Tawanda has 
not relented.

The city owes Tyrone West, Tawanda 
Jones, and the entire West family so much 
more than they’ve received. They demand full 
accountability and nothing less. May we, as a 
city, finally listen and join the fight to make that 
happen. Justice for Tyrone West. Justice for all 
victims of police brutality. l

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

500 Weeks
For 500 weeks, the city and police department have refused to take the West 
family’s demands for accountability seriously.

by Baltimore Courtwatch
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Wednesday, February 22
WW 500: For 500 weeks, organizers have fought for 
justice for Tyrone West. Be ready for a car caravan. 4 p.m. 
at the corner of Parkside Drive and Harford Road. For 
more information, go to: westcoalition.com.

#RestEasyBby: BIPOC Movement + Community 
Connection: A BIPOC-only yoga class. Donations are 
appreciated but not required. 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Black 
Artist Research Space, 426 West Franklin Street. For more 
information, go to: blackartistresearchspace.com.

Parents and Community Advisory Board Community 
Conversation: Violence and Our Youth: Join students, 
adults, and community leaders to discuss the recent 
spike in violence. Childcare is available for potty-trained 
children ages 4-10. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at New Song Academy, 
1530 Presstman Street. For more information, go to: 
pcabbaltimore.org or call: 443-642-4647.

Thursday, February 23
2023 Capital One CIAA Career Expo: This event caters 
to upcoming and recent graduates, career seekers, and 
career switchers who desire educational and/or career 
opportunities. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Baltimore Convention 
Center, One West Pratt Street. For more information, 
email: careerexpo@theciaa.com.

Harry S. Cummings and his Impact on Black Political 
Participation in Post-Reconstruction Baltimore: Follow 
Domonique Flowers, Maryland Center for History and 
Culture’s 2022-23 Lord Baltimore Research Fellow, as 
he virtually showcases Cummings’ integral role as a 
community leader and political advocate for educational 
and civic issues in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Registration required. Noon to 1 p.m. Virtual. For more 
information, go to: mdhistory.org.

Baltimore Children & Youth Fund Grassroots Fund 
Launch Event: This fund addresses traditional gaps in 
Baltimore’s funding landscape by providing money for 
grassroots, Baltimore-based, youth-serving organizations. 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Virtual. For more information, go to: 
bcyfund.org/grantmaking/2023-grassroots-fund.

Baltimore City Schools Public Board Meeting:  
Meeting of Baltimore City School Commissioners. 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Virtual. See Baltimore City Schools website 
for login information. For more information, go to: 
baltimorecityschools.org or call: 443-984-2000.

Bridge to Blueprint: A conversation between education 
leaders Alvin Thornton and William “Brit” Kirwan. 6 p.m. 
at Morgan State University Behavioral and Social Science 
Building, 1600 Havenwood Road. For more information, 
go to: morgan.edu/seus or call: 443-885-3385.

Friday, February 24
It’s More Than History Lecture Series: There Was 
Slavery in Maryland?!: Learn about Maryland’s 
connection to the slave trade. Noon to 1 p.m. Virtual. Go 
to: .explorebaltimore.org/page/its-more-than-history-
lecture-series for more information.

Saturday, February 25
Volunteers Needed to Pack Grocery Boxes for Low-
Income Seniors: The Salvation Army of Central Maryland 
needs volunteers to help pack nutritious vegetables, 
grains, meats, and fruits. 9 a.m. to noon at Salvation Army 
DMG Foods, 400 East 29th Street. For more information, 
go to: sa-md.org or call 410-783-2920.

Black To The Future: Free Networking Event for Black 
Creatives/Businesses: A networking and social event for 
Black creatives, activists, businesses, and community 
members in collaboration with The Black Arts District 
and Artist Exchange Radio. 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Arch Social 
Club, 2426 Pennsylvania Avenue. For more information, 
go to: thebaltimorescene.org.

Sunday, February 26
Community Yoga @UMAR Boxing Gym: Beginners 
and families are welcome. Trauma-informed. Donations 
welcome. 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at Umar Boxing Gym, 1217 
West North Avenue. For more information, go to: 
nohooksbeforebooks.org or call: 410-728-3600.

Monday, February 27
Baltimore City Council Meeting: Meeting of the 
Baltimore City Council. 5 p.m. at Baltimore City Hall, 
100 North Holliday Street. For more information, go to: 
baltimorecitycouncil.com or call: 410-396-4804.

Tuesday, February 28
Homeowner’s Clinic: Work with an attorney to learn how 
to preserve your home. 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Middle Branch 
Fitness and Wellness Center, 201 Reedbird Avenue. For 
more information, go to: myhomemydeed.org.

NAMI West Baltimore Connection Support Group: A 
free, peer-led group for adults 18 and older living with a 
mental health condition or looking for mental health 
support. 5:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. at Bon Secour’s Community 
Works Resource Center, 31 South Payson Street. For 
more information, call: 410-435-2600 or email info@
namibaltimore.org.

Baltimoreans for Educational Equity February 
Meeting: Join Baltimoreans for Educational Equity and 
advocates around the city for an update from the Fund 

For Educational Excellence 
on developments regarding student transit equity. 6 p.m. 
to 7:45 p.m. at Enoch Pratt Free Library, 400 Cathedral 
Street. For more information, go to: beequity.org.

Thursday, March 2
Poppleton Family Center First Anniversary: The 
Poppleton Family Center provides student parents at 
nearby Excel Academy full-day care for infants and 
toddlers so that students can stay in school and graduate. 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Excel Academy at Francis M. 
Wood High School, 1001 West Saratoga Street. For more 
information, go to: uwcm.org or call: 410-547-8000.

Friday, March 3
Info Session for Community College of Baltimore 
County and Maryland Food Bank FoodWorks: This 
FoodWorks program includes both academic classroom 
work and hands-on food preparation experience in the 
Maryland Food Bank’s state-of-the-art Bauer Community 
Kitchen. 1:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. at Maryland Food Bank, 2200 
Halethorpe Farm Road. For more information, call: 443-
840-5840 or email: hospitalitycareers@ccbcmd.edu.

Saturday, March 4
Community Volunteer Day: Help improve BLISS 
Meadows and beautify the space.  First and third 
Saturdays of every month. 10 a.m. to noon at BLISS 
Meadows, 5105 Plainfield Avenue. For more information, 
go to: backyardbasecamp.org.

You Are ENOUGH #YesYou & Bowties & TuTu 
Empowerment Event: This event is geared towards 
children ages 9-13. There will also be a women’s mentoring 
group. 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 29th Street Community Center, 
300 East 29th Street. For more information, call: 443 505-
6090.

Tuesday, March 7
Calvary Lutheran Church Food Pantry: Calvary 
Lutheran Church Food Pantry serves those in need 
on the first Tuesday of each month. 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. at Calvary Lutheran Church of Hamilton, 2625 
East Northern Parkway. For more information, go to: 
calvarylutherancs.org or call: 410-426-4301.

Stronger Communities: LGBTQ Suicide Prevention 
Conference: A full-day conference to raise awareness 
about LGBTQ suicide risk, bring research findings 
to the attention of professionals and the public, and 
explore strategies for LGBTQ suicide prevention in local 
communities. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the University of 
Maryland Baltimore County, 1000 Hilltop Circle. For 
more information, go to: strongercommunitiesmdde.
attendease.com.

Government and Community Events
Here’s our listing of government and community events around the city.

by Lisa Snowden

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, send information 

about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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IRS Free File 
If your Adjusted Gross Income is $73,000 or less you’re 
eligible to use the IRS’s free federal and low cost state 
tax service. You can find more information at apps.irs.
gov/app/freeFile.

FreeTaxUSA 
Yes, the name sounds funny, but FreeTaxUSA has been 
around since 2001 and is a member of the IRS Free 
File Alliance. For those making more than $73,000 per 
year or those with slightly more difficult returns,  the 
self-guided software tops out at less than $25 to file your 
taxes with both the federal and state governments. Find 
more information at freetaxusa.com

Umar Boxing 
1217 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need every 
Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-728-3600

Land of Kush (Tierra de Kush) 
840 North Eutaw Street 
Provides food for families or individuals every Monday 
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more updates, go to: facebook.com/TheLandofKush 
Contact: 410-225-5874

Franciscan Center Prepared Meals 
101 West 23rd Street 
Daily meals Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Dinners are served from 5:30 pm to 7 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. They help everyone in need. 

Contact: 410-467-5340, Option 2 for client services; or 
email: info@fcbmore.org

Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry  
422 West Patapsco Avenue  
Provides food, diapers, and formula to those in need 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For updates, visit: facebook.com/fishesandloavespantry 
Contact: 410-525-0969 or email: fishesandloavespantry@
yahoo.com

Yo! Baltimore West 
1510 West Lafayette Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. Every 
Tuesday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Be More Green Food Rescue  
2036 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. Every 
Friday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Old Major/Historic Pigtown Food Rescue  
900 South Carey Street 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. Every 
Thursday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

City Place on the Avenue 
610 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Provides fresh produce and grocery giveaway until 
resources are gone every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 240-705-4345

New Shiloh Baptist Church Pantry  
2100 North Monroe Street 
Provides a food pantry for anyone in need on the 1st and 
3rd Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-523-5306 Ext. 12, or email: jward@
newshilohbaptist.org

Bmore Community Food 
300 West 24th Street 
Weekly distribution every Saturday from 2 p.m. to 3:30 
pm. Includes one box of about 20 pounds of produce per 
three family members for a $10 donation. How to apply: 
Fill out a survey on their Facebook page: facebook.com/
food4bmore 
Contact: 844-529-3077 

Bmore Community Food Delivery 
300 West 24th Street 
Service is provided for those who are disabled, elderly, 
or otherwise limited in mobility. 
Ask to call to arrange services: 844-529-3077 
Facebook: facebook.com/food4bmore

Access Art in Morrell Park  
2446 Washington Boulevard 
This service provides free food for individuals or 

families in need. Every Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org 

Bea Gaddy Family Center  
425 North Charles Street 
The walk-in food pantry is open to the public Monday 
to Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To receive food 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, you must be 
registered to vote and a Maryland resident. If you still 
need to register to vote, the center will help register 
you. Anyone can walk in and receive food on Thursdays 
without registration. 
Contact: 410-563-2749, or email: beagaddy@bea-gaddy.
org 

The Bit Center Food Distribution 
315 Homestead Southway 
Provides community meals delivered home to 
individuals who qualify. Every Tuesday from 12 p.m. to 3 
p.m. Check eligibility at: thebitcenter.org. 
Contact: 410-547-9934

First Mount Calvary Baptist Food Pantry 
1142 North Fulton Avenue 
The church provides prepared meals, a food pantry, and 
food delivery. Prepared meals are offered on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Food pantry is offered every 3rd and 4th Friday of each 
month from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Grab-and-go lunches are 
every Wednesday at 11 a.m. Home delivery as needed; 
please call 410-728-8782 about how to enroll.

40 West Assistance & Referral Center 
4711 Edmondson Avenue 
Provides food and material assistance to those in 
need. Staff at the center can provide education about 
and refer to additional assistance resources. When 
appropriate, they provide clients to other public and 
private agencies which provide counseling, shelter, or 
other types of assistance. Food assistance at the center 
provides income-eligible clients and their families with 
food once per month. Referral Services are on a needs 
basis to anyone, and food assistance only requires 
government-issued picture identification. 
For more information, go to: 40west.org 
Contact: 410-233-4357 or email: info@40west.org 

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Food Pantry & 
Free Meals 
5807 Harford Road 
For ages 18 and younger, you can pick up a free and 
nutritious meal Monday to Friday at Harbel, and 
breakfast is served from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. while lunch is 
from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Individuals older have access to the food pantry by 
walking in or calling ahead during regular business 
hours, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., from Monday to Friday.  
Contact: 410-444-2100 or email: info@harbel.org

Community Resources
Baltimore Beat’s collection of resources for Baltimore City residents.

by Baltimore Beat staff

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

This Baltimore Beat section aims to help the 
community with resources and support they may 

not know are available. We ask people to share this 
information with anyone they know that could find it 
helpful.

Baltimore Beat would like its readers to know 
that you will find some of these programs available 
outside of Baltimore City. We try to inform our 
readers of income amounts for the programs tailored 
to Baltimore’s limits. Specifically, we use the example 
of a household of four people, although many of these 
programs are for individuals as well!

Have something you want us to add? Email 
support@baltimorebeat.com!

Food Delivery and Distribution

Tax Services

CONTINUES ON PG. 8
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Baltimore has seen some heartbreaking 
and violent crimes just in the short time that 
Bates has held office. The year 2022 ended 
with over 300 homicides. The day after Bates 
was sworn in, five young people were shot at 
Edmondson Village Shopping Center. One of 
the young people, Deanta Dorsey, died. At 
the end of January, two people were killed — 
one of them a young mother — when, police 
say, a group of people opened fire on the 1700 
block of Pennsylvania Avenue. Residents 
want rapid solutions. But is Bates, as many 
politicians before him, putting weight on 
quick actions rather than long-term, true 
success?

In written response to questions 
from Baltimore Beat, Bates said that 
he is cognizant of the Baltimore Police 
Department’s issues with misconduct and 
takes them seriously. At the same time, his 
decisions are based on what he thinks the 
people of Baltimore want. He says that’s what 
led him to rescind Mosby’s policy of forgoing 
prosecution of low-level offenses.

“I knocked on over 15,000 doors [out 
of nearly 600,000 residents] while on the 
campaign trail. The common thread in those 
interactions with residents was the idea that 
they no longer want to turn a blind eye to 
low-level or quality-of-life offenses.” he said.

By quality-of-life crimes, Bates means 
things like low-level drug possession, sex 
work, and trespassing. Progressives have 
argued that these offenses disproportionately 
harm the poor and minorities.

A Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health study found that Mosby’s 

policy helped reduce the number of 911 calls 
police received and did not cause an increase 
in rearrests for serious crimes. A study 
conducted from 2004 to 2018 by the National 
Bureau of Economic Research, which 
examined a community in Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts, found that people who were 
not prosecuted for low-level offenses did 
not run into more significant legal problems 
later.

“Entanglement with the legal system 
itself seems to be a risk factor for future 
criminal prosecution,” researchers wrote in 
an op-ed for The Washington Post.

At the M&T Bank Stadium celebration of 
Bates’ inauguration, politicians, residents, 
and campaign donors mingled and danced 
to a performance by R&B singer Joe. “It’s 
like an episode of Law and Order in here,” 
popular DJ Quicksilva joked, noting all the 
people in the law-enforcing business who 
were in attendance. “Ivan Bates made a 
promise,” Quicksilva shouted. “He said, ‘I’m 
locking ya’ll asses up!’”

Bates is currently lobbying lawmakers in 
Annapolis hard in favor of stricter penalties 
for people 21 and older found with a handgun 
without a permit. Most of Baltimore’s 
lawmakers have targeted illegal handgun use 
as a major cause of crime. Just as hard as 
he’s pushing it, progressives and academics 
are fighting it, pointing to research for why 
this won’t work.

“Increasing prison sentences is based 
on a false premise and is not going to make 
the public safer. The evidence is simply not 
there,” said Heather Warnken, executive 
director of the University of Baltimore School 
of Law’s Center for Criminal Justice Reform, 
testifying against HB0481. “While not a 
‘mandatory’ sentence, longer sentencing 
ranges that rely on prosecutorial and judicial 
discretion to identify who deserves greater 
punishment have been demonstrated to 
lead to harsher sentences for Black, Brown 
and poor defendants than their white and 
wealthier counterparts.”

“As an attorney, I read and review all 
types of research about the criminal justice 
system and public safety overall,” Bates 
told Baltimore Beat. “Still, my focus is on 
analysis that looks at Baltimore specifically 
because we are unique in many respects.”

Bates said he’s open to working with 
people from all parts of the political 
spectrum to stop crime in Baltimore.

Ray Kelly, executive director of the 
Citizens Policing Project, said he has 
concerns about Bates’ plans for the city, 
specifically what he calls a “regression” in 
crime-fighting policy, and has already had 
the opportunity to sit down with Bates.

“We talked about broken windows and 
another rebranding, so to speak, of zero 
tolerance policing,” Kelly said. “He feels 
like there has to be some semblance of a 
deterrent, which for many is strict penalties…
once again kind of creating a situation that, 
as we’ve learned through history, led to mass 
incarceration.”

Kelly said that Bates seemed resolved in 
his plans. So Kelly said he is throwing his own 
efforts into  other ways to make life better in 
Baltimore, mentioning the work people in 
the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety 
and Engagement has done on their Group 
Violence Reduction Strategy program. The 
program is designed to help stop violence 
before it starts.

“I’m a firm believer in second chances,” 
Kelly said. “We can’t invest in penalties if 
we’re not investing in the solutions to the 
reasons people choose a life of crime.” l

CONTINUED FROM PG. 3

As state’s attorney, Bates 
is tasked with stopping 
crime, punishing 
perpetrators of crime, 
and maintaining enough 
goodwill with the public 
to get re-elected. Bates 
has addressed this by 
painting himself as a 
kind of anti-Marilyn 
Mosby. 

A Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
study found that Mosby’s policy helped reduce the 
number of 911 calls police received and did not 
cause an increase in rearrests for serious crimes.
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God is King Center 
208 South Pulaski Street 
This center provides individuals with hot meals, 
beverages, canned foods, and clothes. Every Sunday 
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Contact: 443-895-5456 or email: irvdrl@gmail.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/godiskingcenter

Maryland Homeowner Assistance Program 
This program helps people with their homeowner 
mortgage payments and other housing costs due to 
COVID-19 related hardships. For example, in Maryland 
a  family of four with a household income of less than 
$111,750 is eligible for assistance. 
Visit: marylandhaf.com/prescreening or call:  1-877-462-
7555.

Stop Oppressive Seizures Fund 
This program helps people stay in their homes with 
various services to help those affected by tax sales. For 
example, in Maryland, a family of four with a household 
income of less than $111,750 is eligible for assistance. 
Visit: thesosfund.com

Affordable Connectivity Program 
This program helps households pay for internet service 
and internet-connected devices. You could qualify 
if you’re a household of four making at or less than 
$55,500 per year. You can apply at nv.fcc.gov/lifeline, 
call for an application at (877) 384-2575, or contact your 
current internet company.

Project Waves - Internet Access  
1100 Wicomico Street Suite 650 
Project Waves provides free, high-speed home Internet 
across several neighborhoods in Baltimore using a 
Point-to-Multipoint wireless network. 
Contact: 410-803-5146 or go to: projectwaves.net 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) 
This program assists with heating and cooling bills. 
For example, a family of four with a household 
income below $48,563 is eligible. You can apply at 
mydhrbenefits.dhr.state.md.us or by calling 
800-332-6347 for an application.

Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program 
Renters, homeowners, and residents of public housing 
are all eligible. The income eligibility is determined 
by how much you have made in the past 30 days. For 
example, a household of four making at or below $6000 
per month is eligible. You can apply at mymdthink.
maryland.gov by printing an application, or by calling 
800-332-6347 for an application.

Maryland Weatherization Assistance Program 
Provides weatherization assistance to residents 
of Maryland to help with energy costs. This could 
include upgrades to your home, even if you are 
renting. For example, a household of four making at 

or below $55,500 is eligible. You can apply at portal.
neighborlysoftware.com/BALTIMOREMD/participant, 
or by calling 410-396-3023 with questions.

Lifeline Program for Low-Income Consumers 
The Lifeline program provides discounts on cell phone 
services for low-income individuals and families. 
Consumers can qualify for this service if their income is 
135 percent or less than the federal poverty guidelines. 
For example, in Maryland, a family of four making less 
than $37,462 would be eligible. Assurance Wireless 
has plans available at assurancewireless.com/lifeline-
services, or you can call them at 888-321-5880.

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Housing 
Partnership Workshop 
5807 Harford Road 
This program offers free virtual workshops to assist 
people looking to purchase their first home. To register, 
go to harbel.org. 
Contact: 410-444-9152

Civic Works - Elder Service 
2701 St Lo Drive 
This is a fall-preventing program to make homes safer 
for older adults living in Baltimore City. Services are for 
65 and older adults that include safety repairs, referrals 
to supportive services, and occupational therapy. The 
Housing Upgrades to Benefit Seniors (HUBS) program 
can assist and connect you to more home repair 
resources and support services. 
Contact: 443-470-9871 or email: HUBSintake@
civicworks.com

Franciscan Center Eviction Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center will assist Baltimore City residents with 
eviction notices. They will pay up to $200 toward an 
eviction total. The check will go directly to the landlord 
and be confirmed with the client. No fees or eligibility, 
but you need to show proof that you have money to 
cover the rest of the cost. 
Contact: info@fcbmore.org

House of Ruth - Emergency Shelter  
2201 Argonne Drive 
This service is for women and children who are in 
imminent danger. It is open from Monday to Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Contact: 410-889-7884 (24-Hour Hotline)

Day Center for Homeless Individuals 
17 Bond Street, Westminster MD 
For individuals over the age of 18 experiencing 
homelessness. Provides basic toiletries like toothbrushes 
and clothing. Phones are available to apply for jobs, 
food assistance, and other programs. The Human 
Service program can also provide case management, 
rapid rehousing resources, job opportunities, and more. 
Operates Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Contact: 443-201-3428

Project Phase Inc - Permanent Housing for Homeless 
Individuals (subsidized permanent housing) 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This service provides permanent housing to individuals 
and families in need. The programs include rental 
assistance programs and single-room occupancy. 

Contact: 410-837-1400 

Project Phase Inc. - Housing for Homeless Veterans 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This program offers services to qualified veterans, 
including rapid rehousing, 1st-month rent, security 
deposit, housing placement, utility assistance, eviction 
prevention, and referral to public and social service 
benefits. This service is for veterans only. 
Contact: Helen at 443-720-9984 or intake at 410-837-
1400 Ext. 148

Project Phase Inc - Temporary Housing for Homeless 
Individuals 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This program helps to shelter and serve homeless 
adults. This includes 24-hour supported supervision, on-
site nursing and counseling services, and resident case 
management. Residents are given daily meals, linens, 
bus tokens, assistance with medical appointments, and 
clothing. 

Location #1: Beacon House Square 3549 Old Frederick 
Road; Location #2: 1814 Maryland Avenue (Accessible to 
those with disabilities). 
Contact: 410-837-1400

 

COST PLUS DRUGS 
An online pharmacy that doesn’t take insurance but 
prices generic prescriptions at their cost plus 15 percent. 
The result is many affordable medications that are 
sometimes less than insurance co-pays. 
Download the form at costplusdrugs.com/
PrescriptionRequestForm.pdf for yourself and your 
doctor or start by visiting costplusdrugs.com.

Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) Mental 
Health Services 
7500 Harford Road 1st Floor Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
Counselors may provide home visits when working 
with clients. The psychiatrists and therapists only 
provide office visits or telehealth. Psychiatrists perform 
psychiatric evaluations and determine if medication 
is needed. Therapists perform individual therapy and 
family therapy for families who need it. Monday to 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Contact: 410-999-1937 or info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Community Wellness Center 
3310 Eastern Avenue 
This outpatient health center consists of a psychiatric 
rehabilitation program and behavioral health home 
program that provides support to individuals and 
families throughout Baltimore City and Maryland.
Contact: 443-708-5056 or email: info@cwmd.org

Franciscan Center Dental Referrals & Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center works with Baltimore City Health 

Health Services

Housing, Utility, and 
Rent Assistance

CONTINUED FROM PG. 6
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Department Dental Clinics to help pay for dental care. 
You must be a Baltimore City resident to be eligible. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services or 
info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Prescription Support Services 
(Medications) 
101 West 23rd Street 
Works with Safeway Pharmacy on Charles and 24th 
Street to help cover the cost of medicine/prescriptions. 
New prescriptions will be fully covered at that location. 
Transferred prescriptions will be discounted. Narcotics 
are not covered. No fees, but you must be a Baltimore 
City resident. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services or 
info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Eyeglass Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center has partnerships with various eyeglass 
businesses around Baltimore City. They can pay $70 for 
glasses and additional services. You must be a Baltimore 
City resident and the Center is asking residents to bring 
validated estimated cost from the eyeglass shop back 
to the Franciscan Center. They will write a check for up 
to $70 and send it directly to the shop. This does not 
include Walmart or America’s Best. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services or 
info@fcbmore.org

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Prevention 
and Recovery Center 
5807 Harford Road 
Outpatient substance abuse prevention and treatment 
center serving adults and adolescents in the Baltimore 
Metropolitan area. Mental health is also provided 
here as well as Medicaid, Medicare, and some private 
insurance are accepted. 
Contact: 410-444-2100 Ext. 1019, or email: info@harbel.
org

Moveable Feast (Medical Transportation) 
901 North Milton Avenue 
They offer free, accessible door-to-door transportation 
to medical appointments for low-income Baltimore 
City clients living with HIV. Medical Transportation 
can take clients to primary medical or support services 
such as physician appointments, picking up prescription 
medications, and attending support groups. Eligibility 
for transportation: Individual has been diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS and has limited access to transportation 
for medical appointments. Contact: Transportation - 
Teyana Johnson tjohnson@mfeast.org 
Phone: 410-327-3420

Turning Corners - Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Treatment 
260 Gateway Drive, Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
Provides drug and alcohol evaluations to determine 
the effects of substance use and other problems for the 
client. Contact: (410) 893-3896 

Turning Corners - Relapse Prevention Program 
260 Gateway Drive Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
This program helps show clients the signs of relapse 
before it occurs. Weekly therapeutic group provides 
support to maintain gains and improve skills, plus 
additional assistance with family involvement 

education. 
Contact: 410-893-3896

SPARC Women’s Center 
908 Washington Boulevard 
The Women’s Center supports people who identify 
as women, agender, nonbinary, and all other non-
men identities who engage in street-based survival 
activities. They currently provide delivery services of 
harm reduction supplies and safer sex supplies. The 
Center also provides STI testing, emotional support, 
case management, free psychiatric services, and sexual 
health supplies. Operates Monday through Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: 410-624-7554 or 602-935-7554 
 

Pro Bono Resource Center 
Provides legal assistance with eviction prevention, debt 
collection, and immigration assistance to those in need. 
Estate planning to a family of four making less than 
$79,000 a year and foreclosure assistance to a family of 
four making less than $157,650. 
Call: 410-837-9379 or visit: probonomd.org/lfor-legal-
help. 
 
Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) Support 
Services 
7500 Harford Road, 1st Floor, Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
PRP counselors assist clients in securing other 
resources in their community, such as health insurance, 
transportation, income, food, energy, and water 
assistance. Other services provided by BHCS are 
clothing donations to individuals in need, children’s toys 
donations, money and anger management, along with 
shelter placement for the homeless. 
Contact: 410-999-1937 or email: info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Center for Urban Families 
2201 North Monroe Street 
A program that offers job training with the support of 
coaches and peers. Training that focuses on improving 
job-seeking skills, improving workplace behavior, 
appearance, and attitude. This program is for all young 
adults and adults. 
Contact: 410-367-5691 

House of Ruth - Ruth’s Closet 
Valley Village Shopping Center 9131 Reisterstown 
Road (back, lower level) 
This women’s resale boutique sells gently used clothing, 
shoes, and jewelry at steep discounts. Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Fridays are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Northwest Career Center 
Mondawmin Mall Suite 302 (3rd Floor) 
This center provides programs for anyone interested 
in trade skills. They offer services so individuals can 
find employment, prepare resumes and enhance job 
readiness skills. All services are free or low cost. 
Contact: 410-396-7873

TaxiCard Program 
6300 Blair Hill Lane, Suite 301 
A program where if you are 60 years or older, you get 
free credits to use for taxis. You can apply online at 
caretaxicard.com. This service is for seniors only. 
Contact: 410-664-1123

Women of Valor 
715 Ingleside Avenue 
Provides one-on-one counseling and support to help 
low-income or homeless women in Baltimore get back 
on their feet, find services, and get job training. They 
also have a weekly food pantry available One of the 
services they provide is job training for any individuals 
who are looking for new employment skills. Monday 
to Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and weekly food pantry on 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 443-800-3188 
 
No Monthly Fee Checking Accounts:

Wells Fargo 
Wells Fargo has options for you if you need access to a 
retail bank to cash checks, and your mobile phone is not 
an option. The Clear Access Banking account has a $5 
monthly fee that is waived if the primary account holder 
is between 13-24 years old. The Everyday Checking 
account has a $10 fee that is waived with a $500 balance 
or $500 in direct deposits monthly. 
Wells Fargo has locations throughout Baltimore.

SoFi 
If you can use your mobile phone to do your banking, 
SoFi has an attractive option. They have no overdraft 
or account fees and 2.50% annual interest on your 
balances. Sign up at: sofi.com.

Baltimore City Public Schools 
200 East North Avenue 
The Re-Engagement Center is where school-
disconnected young people and those returning from 
incarceration can get a variety of services and help to 
reengage with school. This includes, but isn’t limited 
to, mentoring, mental health assistance, job readiness 
programs, and connections to other support services. 
There is a storefront where students can get shoes, 
apparel, and school supplies for free from the retailer 
DTLR. Contact: 443-642-4220

Baltimore City Recreation and Parks Recruitment Team 
Baltimore City Recreation is actively recruiting teens 
and adults interested in becoming a lifeguard. The pay 
rate starts at $16 per hour, including free swimming and 
lifeguard training certification. Those taking advantage 
of the training must commit to working for Baltimore 
City for the upcoming season. The four-day course is 
offered on both weekends and weekdays. Contact tiffany.
ponton@baltimorecity.gov or call: 443-934-7693  l

Financial Services

Student Services
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Marshall “Eddie” Conway joined the ancestors 
on February 13, 2023, surrounded by family 

and loved ones. After falling ill nearly a year ago, 
while still dealing with the immeasurable toll 
nearly 44 years of incarceration as a political 
prisoner took on his body, Eddie had been 
hospitalized and fighting valiantly to recover. 
That is who he is, who he was, and who he always 
will be: a fighter. After a lifetime of fighting, 
though, the time has come at last for dear Eddie 
to rest—and for all of us to carry on his fight.

Eddie was born on April 23, 1946, in a 
deeply segregated Baltimore—a city shaped 
by blockbusting, white f light, and organized 
disinvestment from Black communities. At 18, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Army, an experience that 
would prove to be politically formative for Eddie, 
throwing into sharp relief the contradictions 
of a country founded on slavery, structural 
racism, and genocidal violence that nevertheless 
professed to defend “democracy” with bombs, 
guns, and endless war.

Returning home to Baltimore, Eddie 
confronted the pervasive evils of racism head-
on. He was working in the medical sector and at 
Bethlehem Steel when, in 1968, the city erupted 
like so many others following the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.—an explosion of rage 
and pain and need for action that brought Eddie 
into the orbit of the nascent Black Panther Party, 
in which he became a core member of the newly-
established Baltimore chapter.

The Baltimore BPP chapter, with Eddie’s 
support and leadership, built strong community 
ties through efforts like a free breakfast 
program, a system of robust internal political 
education, and an increasingly widespread 
local distribution network for the national 
BPP newspaper—despite near constant police 
harassment, and even high-level infiltration of 
the branch. This was the era of COINTELPRO, 
in which local police forces were enlisted by the 
national security state to crush the successful 
systemic challenge the Panthers and other 
associated revolutionary groups were posing to 
America’s racist, exploitative status quo. It was 
at the height of this era that Eddie was framed 

for the 1970 killing of a Baltimore police officer, 
convicted, and sentenced to life in prison in 1971, 
after a heavily politicized trial in which Eddie 
was denied proper legal representation.

Even in the darkest of times, in the most 
hopeless of places, Eddie’s commitment to 
organizing for liberation was unwavering. 
Within his first weeks inside the Maryland 
penitentiary, he had already emerged as a leader 
of the incarcerated chapter of the BPP. Despite 
constant, dehumanizing, and often violent 
pushback from prison authorities, he would go 
on to play a lead role in creating organizations 
like the United Prisoners Labor Union and 
the Maryland Penitentiary Intercommunal 
Survival Collective, organizing with fellow 
incarcerated people to build collective power 
for self-determination and self-defense. 
While incarcerated, Eddie worked relentlessly 
to protect and expand prisoners’ rights to 
communication and education; for instance, he 
helped organize the “To Say Their Own Word” 
seminar program, developed as a way to cross-
pollinate radical thought inside and outside the 
prison. He was also instrumental in the founding 
of Friend of a Friend, a mentorship program 
designed to help young incarcerated men 
prepare for reintegration into their communities 
upon release.

Year after year, decade after decade, Eddie 
carried on not only with the tremendous bravery 
needed to contest America’s brutal system 
of mass incarceration while he was himself 
confined within it but also with an enduring and 
perhaps surprising commitment to modesty.

As he wrote in his autobiography, published 
in 2011:

“Organizing is my life’s work, and even 
though I initially balked at becoming a prison 
organizer, that is where most of my work has 
been done. Friends and family tell me that I have 
inf luenced hundreds of young people, but I don’t 
know. I simply see the error of this society’s ways 
up close and feel compelled to do something 
about it; I have tried my hardest to avoid getting 
caught up in the cult of the personality that often 

develops around political prisoners. I have 
walked the prison yard and seen admiration 
in the eyes of others, but had to remind 
myself, as I straightened my posture, that it 
is about something bigger than me. Prisons 
are the place where society dumps those who 
have become obsolete, and at present there 
are perhaps no other people who have become 
more dispensable in this country than 
African-descended people. The minute that 
we began to stand up and hold this country 
accountable for the many wrongs done to us, 
the prisons began to swell with black women 
and men. It is as if the entire justice system 
is a beast that consumes black bodies, and 
prisons are the belly.”

Eddie’s loved ones and supporters never gave 
up on him, keeping a decades-long solidarity 
movement going and agitating persistently for 
his release, but it was only in 2014—after a 
2012 decision by the Maryland Court of Appeals 
that invalidated many historical verdicts due to 
faulty jury instructions—that Eddie was finally 
able to secure his freedom.

Despite the unimaginable toll that 44 years 
of incarceration had taken on him, Eddie’s 
organizing did not stop when he walked out of 
prison. He became a beloved colleague at The 
Real News Network, where he continued his 
passion for education and media-making in the 
service of the fight against mass incarceration 
as Executive Producer and the host of Rattling 
the Bars, his weekly video program. He also 
played a key role in the formation of Tubman 
House, which, in the wake of the Baltimore 
Uprising, seized vacant property and land for 
community needs in Sandtown-Winchester—
the neighborhood where Baltimore police killed 
Freddie Gray.

Eddie never left the struggle he had been 
waging for so long, even as his health declined. 
We are endlessly grateful to him for that. And 
we are grateful that this incredible man, who 
endured so much, was also able to find years of 
joy, love, and solace in his marriage to Dominque 
Conway, a true comrade and freedom fighter who 
supported him inside and outside of the prison 
walls.

He will be missed—by everyone here at The 
Real News, by the city that loves him, and by all 
those around the world who were touched by his 
light. We will miss his voice, his revolutionary 
clarity, and his unbreakable commitment to 
fighting on the side of the oppressed. We will 
carry on that fight because that’s what Eddie 
would do. We are heartbroken that he is gone, 
but we are grateful that we were lucky enough 
to know him, and we are sending all our love and 
solidarity to his family.

In memory of Eddie Conway,
The Real News Network l

Eddie Conway 
(1946-2023)
Remembering the life and struggle of a 
beloved comrade and former political 
prisoner.

by The Real News Network
Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online. Marshall “Eddie” Conway.
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Baltimore Beat is publishing photos from participants in Wide Angle Youth 
Media, which offers media arts education and amplifies the voices of 

Baltimore youth. These images are from workshops held at KIPP: Baltimore. All 
photos courtesy of Wide Angle Youth Media. l

Photostory
Wide Angle Youth Media offers media arts education and amplifies the voices of Baltimore youth.

by Wide Angle Youth Media

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

A’Mia M.: To me, Black Joy means to have the power to be a leader and to not stop leading 
even if there are obstacles in your way.

Marisa C. and Nevaeh K.: To me, Black Joy means the happiness 
in which African Americans can share and express. Whether it’s 
smiling, laughing, or even just success, Black joy is when Black 
people are able to express happiness.

El Fallou G.: To me, Black Joy means people with dark complexions 
working together to make a better community.

Amora H.: Self Happiness.

Mishael A.: To me, Black Joy means anything that supports, inspires, 
and lifts up Black culture.
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The 
BMA  
Is Open 
Late
Every Thursday  
until 9 p.m.
Get more info at  
artbma.org

Felix Gonzalez-Torres. “Untitled” (Water) (Detail). 1995. The Baltimore Museum of Art: 
Purchase with exchange funds from Bequest of Saidie A. May, BMA 1995.73. © The Felix 
Gonzalez-Torres Foundation Courtesy of Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York

How do you get started?
Don’t hesitate to contact Eze Jackson at 
distribution@baltimorebeat.com for pricing 
inquiries!

DISTRIBUTION SERVICES
Baltimore Beat contracts with local Baltimore City drivers to deliver our 
papers throughout the city. We now want to open up our distribution 
network to those in our community. This helps the costs of what it takes to 
distribute Baltimore Beat throughout the city, providing us a pathway to 
keep spreading our papers.

What can we offer?
Our drivers deliver to over 200 places around Baltimore City and some 
parts of Baltimore County. We can utilize our drivers and distribution 
network to help distribute your flyers, brochures, newsletters, or 
pamphlets throughout the City.

Design by 
AMNESIA 
@amnesiaonline
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Baltimore’s hardcore and punk scene is thriving. 
In the past couple of years, I’ve seen more sold-

out shows, more local bands going on tour, and 
more cross-collaboration between bands. The first 
hardcore and punk shows I attended were at the 
Ridglea Theater in Fort Worth, Texas, decades ago. I 
remember vividly being one of a handful of black folks 
in attendance. I cannot remember seeing a hardcore 
band led by a Black singer until I moved to Baltimore. 

The experience of seeing bands like Zulu, Soul Glo, 
and End It since moving here seven years ago has 
been remarkable. At the same time, I’ve seen news of 
John Tyler steadily producing his Love Groove festival 
and his own blend of R&B, jazz, and pop music.

In this occasional section, Baltimore Beat will 
check in with movers and shakers in Baltimore’s 
music scene.

Flatspot Records

Che Figueroa and Ricky Singh co-founded Flatspot 
Records in 2004. This hardcore label represents a 

growing number of bands, some of which are racially 
diverse and femme-led. The label has become a 
staple in the world of hardcore and heavy music 
in Baltimore and beyond and is home to bands like 
Trapped Under Ice, Jivebomb, and End It, as well as 
new POC and femme-led groups like Zulu, Buggin’, 
and Scowl.

Flatspot Records is a vehicle for the elevation of 
hardcore music and a place where Black hardcore 
and metal artists can find a home. In 2022 the record 
label held its first festival showcase, Disturbin’ The 
Peace, and in 2023, the festival sold out Baltimore 
Soundstage in hours. 

“I knew it was gonna sell out eventually. I 
thought it would have taken like a month because 
the Soundstage is a thousand people. When it sold 
out that quick, I was like, ‘I think we got something 
special,’” Che Figueroa told Baltimore Beat.

Figueroa created his festival after noticing 
national festivals were overlooking the talent that he 
believed in. He started Flatspot Records in 2004 for 
similar reasons.

“When I was a kid, I’d be cool with these bands, 
and nobody would be putting them out, so I was like, 
‘you know what? Fuck it, Imma do it myself.’”

Figueroa said he wanted the festival’s name to be 
an homage to a single by Baltimore hardcore band.

“This city is kind of special. There was a band 
that came out in the late 80s called Gut Instinct. They 
actually had two black dudes in the band, they’re 
phenomenal, iconic, and that was kind of the initial 
band that was playing this kind of music in the city.”

Figueroa’s family is originally from San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. He grew up attending hardcore shows in 
Baltimore and in DC. I asked Figueroa his opinion on 
how the scene has changed and if this moment feels 
particularly special.

“I began going to shows when I was 16 in 2001,” he 
said. “This is the moment, as long as I’ve been doing 
this, this is as big as I’ve seen it.”

Figueroa offered some advice for people 
interested in the spirit of this work and supporting the 
Flatspot roster.

“If you like a band on Flatspot, pick up the LP, 

Baltimore Music Right Now
In this occasional section, Baltimore Beat will check in with movers and shakers in Baltimore’s music scene.

by Teri Henderson
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Artist and Love Groove Festival organizer John Tyler. Photo by Schaun Champion.
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Wednesday, February 22
Jazz Wednesdays at Whitehall: Enjoy live music 
each Wednesday. Market vendors and bar will be open 
for food and cocktails. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Whitehall 
Mill, 3300 Clipper Mill Road. For more information, 
go to: whitehallmillbaltimore.com.

Writers LIVE! Alora Young: Poet Alora Young will 
retrace the lives of her foremothers in West Tennessee. 
Through a series of poems she provides a voice to 
nine generations of Black women who came before 
her. In-person and virtual. 7 p.m. at Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, 400 Cathedral Street. For more information, 
go to: prattlibrary.org or call: 410-396-5430.

The Hidden influence of African Art on American 
Art and Culture: James Evans will discuss the hidden 
influence of Black Arts, including visual, vocal 
and dance with Baltimore artist Ernest Shaw and 
celebrated singer Adia Evans. 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Virtual. 
For more information, go to: careawo.org.

Thursday, February 23
Center Court Baltimore Hair Care and Beauty 
Expo 2023: Drop in for hair services including loc 
maintenance, hair cuts, and more. (free - $200) Noon 
to 5 p.m. at The Power Plant, 601 East Pratt Street. For 
more information, go to: centercourtbaltimore.com.

Charm City Slam and Open Mic: Hosted by two-time 
national poetry slam champion Kenneth Something. 
Come be a judge or just enjoy the show. ($15) 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. at Baltimore Unity Hall, 1505 Eutaw Place. For 
more information, go to: baltimoreunityhall.org.

The JumpOff Baltimore: Music from Virginia DJ 
Lonnie B of the Heavy Hitters, North Carolina DJ 
Shogun, Washington, D.C. DJ Biggs. Food and drink 
specials. (free - $400) 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. at RYMKS Bar & 
Grille, 819 East Pratt Street. For more information, go 
to: rymks.com.

Friday, February 24
CIAA Stepshow “Throwdown”: Greeks vs. Greeks. 
($30 - $35) 6 p.m. at Baltimore Convention Center, 
1 West Pratt Street. For more information, go to: 
ciaastepshows.com.

Rufus Roundtree and Da B’More Brass Factory: 
Rufus Roundtree and Da B’More Brass Factory 
features Clarence Ward III on trumpet and fugle 
horn, Will Spence on saxophone, Jason Torres on 

sousaphone, Ethan Baily Gould on guitar, and Teddy 
Grant on drums. ($28) 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. at Little 
Havana, 1325 Key Highway. For more information, go 
to: littlehavanas.com or call: 410-837-9903.

Anthony Hamilton and K. Michelle and Friends: 
With DJ Quick Silva and hosted by Persia Nicole 
($106.50 - $500) 8 p.m. at The Lyric, 140 West 
Mt. Royal Avenue. For more information, go to: 
lyricbaltimore.com.

Ducky’s Dungeon - A Baltimore Club Party: Where 
Baltimore Club music is legend. ($8) 9:30 p.m. at 
The Crown, 1910 North Charles Street.  For more 
information, go to: thecrownbaltimore.tumblr.com or 
call 410-625-4848.

Saturday, February 25
Black Girls Ball Too: Black Girls Vote’s wealth and 
politics young adult summit will discuss student 
debt, leadership, entrepreneurship, and more. Noon 
to 4 p.m. at Inner Harbor Barnes & Noble Building, 
601 East Pratt Street. For more information,  go to: 
blackgirlsvote.com.

Blk Ass Night Brunch Mkt: Vendors, DJs, drinks, 
and more. Noon to 5 p.m. at the Reginald F. Lewis 
Museum, 830 East Pratt Street. For more information, 
go to: lewismuseum.org or call: 443-263-1800.

StaDAYium Collection: Baltimore Edition: This 
event is touted as the largest day party taking place 
during CIAA weekend. ($30-$1,300) 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at M&T Bank Stadium, 1101 Russell Street Baltimore. 
For more information, go to: stadayium.com or call: 
919-589-3258.

The Charm City Takeover Day Party: Guest DJs, 
food, hookah, and more. (free - $800) 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at The Civil, 518 North Charles Street. For more 
information, go to: thecivil.online or call: 443-682-
8792.

EC Poetry & Prose Collective: Black History is 
All Our History: Join members of the EC Poetry & 
Prose Collective for a reading, performance, and 
conversation. 5 p.m. at Bird in Hand Coffee & Books, 
11 East 33rd Street. For more information, go to: 
birdinhandcafe.com/events.
 

Sunday, February 26
Candlelight Concert and a Musician Meet and 
Greet: An impressive concert experience with two 
young musicians. ($25) 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at The 
Peale, 225 Holliday Street. For more information, go 
to: thepeale.org or call: 667-222-1814.

Monday, February 27
Monday Night Jam Session hosted by SPICE: Live 
music, drink specials, and more. 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
Next Phaze Cafe, 112 East Lexington Street. For more 
information, go to: nextphazecafe.com or call: 410-
449-3232.

Tuesday, February 28
Black Wall St. BALTIMORE and Book Signing “I 
Am Black Wall St.” by Doni Glover: The awards 
were designed to celebrate Black entrepreneurs and 
professionals and those who support them regardless 
of race. Honorees include Jeff Hargrave, Jerry 
Cross, Terrance Frazier, and Rikki Vaughn. Copies of 
Doni Glover’s book, “I Am Black Wall Street” will be 
available for purchase. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Terra Cafe, 
101 East 25th Street. For more information, go to: 
bmorenews.com.

Wednesday, March 1
Artist in Residence Welcome Celebration: Enoch 
Pratt Free Library kicks off a new six-month artist-
in-residency program with artist SHAN Wallace. 
Wallace will give a brief overview of the displayed 
work and upcoming projects. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, 400 Cathedral Street. For more 
information, go to: prattlibrary.org or call: 410-396-
5430.

First Wednesdays Open Mic Night: Audiences can 
expect a diverse chorus of voices and a vast array 
of professional spoken word performers, open mic 
rookies, and musicians. ($5 - $8) 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Busboys and Poets, Baltimore, 3224 Saint Paul Street. 
For more information, go to: busboysandpoets.com/
busboys-and-poets-baltimore or call: 410-497-7114.

Arts + Culture Listings
Here’s our listing of arts and culture events around the city.

by Teri Henderson

Continues on next page → 
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Thursday, March 2
Leigh Goodmark presents “Imperfect Victims” with 
Lisa Snowden: Amplifying the voices of survivors, 
including her own clients, abolitionist law professor 
Leigh Goodmark deftly guides readers on a step-by-
step journey through the criminalization of survival. 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Greedy Reads Remington, 320 West 
29th Street. For more information, go to: greedyreads.
com or call: 410-878-0184.

The Theme Is _____.: A new theme is picked every 
month. This month, the theme is horror. ($10) 8 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. at Zissimos Bar 1023 West 36th Street. For 
more information, go to: zissimosbar.com or call: 410-
467-4707.

Friday, March 3
HAUS PARTY: A Very Queer Prom!: This event 
will feature special guests drag queen legend Kevin 
Aviance, and Pearl from “RuPaul’s Drag Race.” There 
will also be a celebration of Baltimore queer nightlife 
with Dapper Dan Midas and Kotic Couture. ($15 - $30) 
9:30 p.m. at The Crown, 1910 North Charles Street.  
For more information, go to: thecrownbaltimore.
tumblr.com or call 410-625-4848.

Saturday, March 4
Baltimore Street Food Festival: Live entertainment, 
a vendor market, kids fun zone experience, ax 
throwing, an indoor climate-controlled giant 
beer garden, mechanical bull riding, and more. 
($12.99 - $54.99) March 4-5 at Power Plant Live!, 34 
Market Place. For more information, email: info@
tasteofyourtown.com.

Druski: Coulda, Woulda, Shoulda: Acclaimed 
comedian, actor, and entrepreneur Druski comes to 
Baltimore for his first-ever headlining comedy tour. 
($30.75-$145) 8 p.m. at The Lyric, 140 West Mt. Royal 
Avenue. For more information, go to: lyricbaltimore.
com.

Tuesday, March 7
Karaoke: Sing your heart out surrounded by the 
awesome wall projections, lighting and sound. 8 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. at The Rockwell, 702 South Broadway. For 
more information, go to: therockwellbaltimore.com 
or email: rockwellbaltimore@gmail.com.

Wednesday, March 8
Candles and Cocktails Candle Workshop: Join the 
husband and wife duo of Zoe & Co. Candle Company 
for a candle making class. ($55) 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at The Point in Fells 1738 Thames Street. For more 
information, go to: thepointfells.com or call: 410-327-
7264.

Brown Lecture Series: Debra Lee: An evening with 
former BET CEO Debra Lee. 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, 400 Cathedral Street. For more 

information, go to: prattlibrary.org or call: 410-396-
5430.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, 
send information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.
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and the hoodie on our website. Go to shows. Any show 
that we post is because we booked it, so you know it’s 
gonna be quality.”

He also encourages folks to start their own 
projects.

“It’s all about the community. Get involved, begin 
booking a show, make a band, put out a zine, make 
a podcast, do anything, get in touch with me, and I’ll 
help you in any way I can.”

For anyone getting caught up in the wave of 
momentum that’s happening now, Che Figueroa made 
sure to suggest taking a moment at those who have 
been doing the work in the past.

 “Look into the old bands. Get into bands like Gut 
Instinct. That’s the foundational band that set this 
whole shit off in Baltimore City. Get into bands like 
Stout. Stout changed the sound of the whole city. They 
came out in the mid-90s. This is a special city. Special 
things and special people come out of this city. It’s a 
beautiful thing.”

Zulu

Zulu’s sound is a representation of rock’s roots, 
which are inherently and inextricably Black. 

Anaiah Lei, the lead singer, started the group in 
2019. Lei is joined by Dez Yuzuf on guitar, Braxton 
Marcellous on guitar, Satchel Brown on bass, and 
Christine Cadette on drums. Zulu’s first full-length 
EP, “A New Tomorrow,” is to be released on Flatspot 
Records on March 3, 2023, following the releases of 
“Our Day Will Come” (2019) and “My People..Hold 
On” (2020).

Zulu played at Disturbin’ The Peace in late 
January, and their set was radical, righteous, and 
fun. They began the show with a crescendo of furious 
beauty, and after getting the crowd to move, lead 
singer Lei paused to say “thank you” to and shout out 
the Black folks who had gathered in the venue.

“A big part of doing this project is that we deserve 
[it]. We have a right in this genre, in this space. 
Being the founders, the originators of all things 
music. We deserve to feel comfortable in the space 
that we helped cultivate,” Lei told me. “I know what 
it feels like. We all know what it feels like to not feel 
comfortable in a space we come to, that we all seek 
refuge in.”

Zulu enforces this true sense of taking up rightful 
dedicated space on the first single for their upcoming 
EP. “Where I’m From” opens with the lyrics, “you 
wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for us…We’ve been here, 
we ain’t going nowhere.’’ “The song is for anyone that’s 
taken claim to this music. They have that sense of 
entitlement. It’s because of us. You literally wouldn’t 
be here if it wasn’t for the influence of American jazz. 
And jazz in itself is an American genre started by 
Black people.”

“It’s not just about talking about the struggle, but 
also without it being in an ostentatious way,” Lei said. 
“We’re amazing. What we do as a people is amazing. 
And you can’t take that.”

End It

Disturbin’ The Peace was headlined by End It. 
The group’s sound is chock full of ferocity and 

swagger. Akil Godsey’s raspy deliverance of “You 
know where I be at /so bring it to me whore” is peak 
Baltimore bravado on their latest single, “Familia 
Finito.”

End It consists of lead singer Akil Godsey, Chris 
Gonzalez on drums, Johnny McMillion on guitar, Pat 
Martin on bass, and Ray Lee on guitar.

Lead singer Akil Godsey says he wrote the End It’s 
first single, “Give Up,” the first day the group met and 
practiced together in 2017. Godsey, who also works as 
a bouncer at Ottobar, has noticed a shift away from 
being the predominantly white scene it once was. He 
also said he’s seen this scene expand to include people 
who don’t have roots in this city.

“In terms of this hardcore thing in Baltimore, 
it’s special. Baltimore is becoming a transplant city 
[now]. But before, you either was from here, or that’s 
it.”

Now based on End It’s years of performing, the 
traction they’ve gained touring and online, and the 
years of hard work with an assist from Flatspot, 
the group has a more expansive audience than ever 
before.

John Tyler

DIY culture reflects Black culture’s habit of making 
something out of nothing. When resources are 

scarce, creatives of color manufacture brilliance in 
the wake of seemingly insurmountable odds. Like 
Che Figueroa, John Tyler saw an opportunity to make 
space for Baltimore artists he believed in.

Tyler is an artist, producer, and curator. His 
Love Groove Festival will take place this summer, 
an outdoor affair that will showcase Baltimore’s 
creativity and talent. He started the festival in 2017 
and has put on six so far. The goal is to offer up-and-
coming artists not just a stage but the skills to support 
a career in music through educational workshops 
and networking opportunities. This edition will be an 
all-day outdoor festival, and he is looking for various 
kinds of artists, vendors, volunteers, and sponsors to 
be involved.

Tyler’s most recent project, “Free Spirit,” was 
created during a time of emotional stress and turmoil. 
He says he produced and recorded the project in one 
day. A few days later, he created a second project, 
“Music To Free Your Spirit,” which he refers to as “an 
instrumental project made for relaxation, meditation, 
contemplation, and reflection.” Tyler documented 
the entire process of this rest, reconciliation, 
recalibration, and creation and turned it into a three-
part documentary.

His second album, “Men Do Cry,” is set to be 
released in early spring 2023. Tyler said he began 
working on it after a breakup, realizing he could not 
cry or express himself adequately.

Tyler told me the work “unpacks romantic and 
parental relationships.” He said he used the project 
to address the trauma of life, including gun violence, 
death, and alcoholism. l

Zulu at Flatspot Record’s Disturbin’ The Peace festival, Saturday, January 28, 2023, at Baltimore Soundstage.
Photo by Josh Sinn.
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Tarotscopes
Get a sneak peak at what’s in store for you this March with Iya Osundara’s Tarotscope forecast. 
Take what resonates and leave the rest.

by Iya Osundara Ogunsina

Air Signs: Aquarius, Gemini, Libra
The Empress rx + Page of Cups + 
Two of Cups

Air signs, are you spending too much 
time pouring into others and not 

pouring enough into yourself? If you’ve 
been feeling fatigued, it could be because 
your cup is empty. Keep this up, and you’ll 
grow resentful toward the very folks you are 
supporting. Use the month of March to work 
on hyper-independence issues. You want 
help, but have you voiced this to anyone? 
You may find that someone has been trying 
to pour into you, but you’ve been pushing 
them away. Why? It’s time to ask for help 
instead of being the helper.

Fire Signs: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius
The Magician + Nine of Pentacles rx + 
Page of Wands

If you’ve been dealing with creative blocks, 
March will usher in some fresh energy. It 

will feel like the stars have finally aligned,  
bringing you the resources needed for a long 
time goal to come to fruition. As tempting 
as it may be, it’s still not the time to make 
any rash decisions. Use the next month to 
methodically plan your next steps. You don’t 
want to unnecessarily waste your resources. 

Water Signs: Pisces, Cancer, Scorpio
Four of Swords rx + Five of Wands rx + 
Judgment rx

Stay on top of your spiritual hygiene this 
month, water signs. This can look like 

taking a spiritual bath, monitoring social 
media consumption, or getting out in nature. 
Be mindful of your thoughts and the way 
your inner critic shows up. Extend yourself 
some grace if you find yourself moving 
a bit slower during the month of March. 
Lastly, a loved one may come to you with 
drama, and it would be in your best interest 
not to get sucked into it. Figure out a way 
to be supportive while establishing firm 
boundaries.

Earth Signs: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn
The Lovers rx + Two of Pentacles + 
The Emperor

What currently seems misaligned in your 
life? Who or what are you out of sync 

with? Are you compromising your values or 
your integrity in any way? Is this a cycle that 
constantly repeats itself? If you answered 
yes to any of these questions, it’s time to 
get to the root of the issue. Remember that 
you are the boss of your life. Unconsciously 
relying on others to make decisions for you 
throws you back into the constant pattern of 
disharmony. l

Iya Osundara Ogunsina is a Baltimore-based Osun 
Priestess, intuitive tarot reader, cat lady, and true 
crime enthusiast. She is committed to encouraging 
and empowering others to have greater self-
awareness through shadow work. Connect with Iya 
Osundara at www.iyalodescorner.com.

Use this QR code to 
read and share this 

story online.

Iya Osundara Ogunsina.
Photo by Schaun Champion.
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In 2019, filmmaker Steven Soderbergh helped 
sell an independently financed new feature 

to Netflix for the first time. The brainchild of 
producer/star Andre Holland, “Moonlight” 
scribe Tarrell Alvin McCraney and Soderbergh 
himself, “High Flying Bird” is a lean, razor-sharp 
experiment centered around a theoretical NBA 
lockout. The film examines what that industry-
wide crisis might look like in the present day, 
where information, images, and ideas move 
through the world faster than lightspeed.

Holland stars as Ray Burke, a sports agent 
for a powerful firm in New York City. A lockout 
that many initially thought would only last 
for a short while is pushing up against the six-
month mark. While the “Stephs and LeBrons of 
the world,” as Burke puts it, have money long 
enough to weather any storm, the rookies and 
check-to-check players will suffer big. Through 
Burke and his new client Erick Scott (Melvin 
Gregg), the film gives a kaleidoscopic look at 
the backroom machinations of the modern 
sports world and its reliance on the exploitation 
and subjugation of Black athletes. Through 
quick-witted dialogue, clever plotting, and 
Soderbergh’s inventive camera work, “Bird” 
does more with its tight 90-minute runtime 
than many new films do with twice the screen 
real estate.

Like Soderbergh’s prior outing, the 
psychological thriller  “Unsane,” “High Flying 
Bird’’ was shot entirely on the iPhone 8, a 
technical feat that overshadowed the film itself 
in the press. All anyone in the media wanted to 
talk about was technical jargon and wondering 
how Soderbergh, who acts as cinematographer 
and editor on all his films, could make 
something that looked this good on a device 
many of us were struggling to get decent selfies 
from. They didn’t care so much that he had 
made one of the most radical and invigorating 
films starring a predominantly Black cast in 
ages.

But the choice to film this way was, like most 
of Soderbergh’s creative decisions, a practical 
one. Using a camera as small as a phone allowed 
a movie of this scale to be shot in less than a 
month on a $2 million budget. That pragmatic 
approach to storytelling made a film like this 
possible at.

Soderbergh had worked with Holland 
previously on the Cinemax series “The Knick,” 
and Holland was close with McCraney from their 
theater background, so lengthy conversations 
between the three about the racial complexities 
of sports history led to this unique and thrilling 
tale. 

Much like Burke in the film seeks to cut 
out the establishment and put on basketball 
games with the players themselves, Holland, 
Soderbergh, and McCraney are shooting their 
shot here, seizing the means of cinematic 
production. White movie stars have no shortage 
of opportunities to finance sturdy thrillers 
like “Michael Clayton” or other competency 
porn where a fast-talking man in a suit who is 
always three steps ahead of his opps gets one 
over on the bigwigs. But here, Holland made 
that happen for himself, with he and McCraney 
imbuing the picture with heavy influence from 
Dr. Harry Edwards’ book “The Revolt of the 
Black Athlete.”

He makes a late appearance in the film, 
as does his book, with the legendary actor and 
director Bill Duke as a youth basketball coach 
espousing many of his ideas directly on the 
screen. When explicating the nature of the 
NBA’s con and how uncoincidental it was that 
integration in the league happened right as 
the Harlem Globetrotters were becoming an 
independent phenomenon, Duke’s Spencer 
muses, “they built a game on top of the game. 
They want control of a game, a game that we 
play better.”

Since returning from a brief bout of 
retirement, Soderbergh, ever the tireless 
workhorse, became increasingly interested 
in challenging the theatrical model. While 
filmmaker Christopher Nolan was the 
enthusiastic face of the theatrical-first business 
model, Soderbergh worked to get his films seen 
by as many eyeballs as possible long before the 
pandemic would force the rest of his colleagues 
to do the same by necessity. Putting “High 
Flying Bird” on Netflix certainly got it seen by 
more people than it would have gotten with a 
limited-release theatrical run, where it would 
have been banished to the island of irrelevance 
alongside most modern art house products. 

Revisiting “Bird” on the eve of a recession, 
in an even more uncertain world than the one 
it was made in, it’s clear that the industry needs 
more pictures like this one. It’s comforting to 
watch a white filmmaker throwing his weight 
behind a Black actor and a Black writer and 
finding the best way to unobtrusively bring their 
vision to life, all the while aligning their ideas 
with the same thematic preoccupations he’s 
been fussing over for thirty plus years.

It shows that Black stories can be told 
without relying solely upon the regurgitation of 
historical grief or nakedly turning traditionally 
white stories into Black ones simply by swapping 
skin tones and not the experiences that come 
with them.

There’s a lot to be said about Netflix’s 
degrading quality as a streaming platform, but 
for housing this modern classic, it still holds 
some utility. l

“High Flying Bird” is currently streaming on Netflix.

‘High Flying Bird’ is one 
of the best Netflix films 
you’re not watching
This Steven Soderbergh-directed basketball drama has 
only grown more powerful, relevant, and rewatchable .

by Dominic Griffin

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

“High Flying Bird” director Steven Soderbergh films a scene (using an iPhone) featuring actors Bill Duke and 
André Holland. Courtesy of Netflix.



The clouds have told me why.
When I look up I don’t need to fly. 
For heaven is above my eyes.
All around at every time.
The sacred firmament is what surrounds.
Whenever I see beauty I am astounded.
Then I realized I’m still grounded.

Baltimore Beat is publishing poems from 
participants in the group Writers in Baltimore 
Schools, which offers programming that builds skills 
in literacy and communication while creating a 

community of support for young writers.

Sky 
by Gerard Johnson

Use this QR 
code to read 

and share this 
story online.


