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Baltimore Beat was relaunched thanks to a $1 million, no-strings-
attached grant from the Baltimore-based Lillian Holofcener Charitable 
Foundation (LHCF). Named after a lifelong Baltimore resident who 
cared for and supported the city, the foundation has provided funding 
to a number of Baltimore-based organizations as well as international 
organizations. 

In 2020, however, LHCF decided to do something bolder. In response 
to the police murder of George Floyd and inequities exacerbated by 
COVID-19, LHCF made the decision to provide Baltimore Beat with 
the vast majority of the foundation’s holdings to facilitate the existence 
of Black-run, Black-controlled nonprofit newspaper. 

“The money held by the Lillian Holofcener Foundation came from 
Baltimore. Divesting our assets to a Black-led news organization is 
what Baltimore and its majority Black citizenry need right now,” the 
Lillian Holofcener Charitable Foundation’s Adam Holofcener said. 
“We hope that our model of no-strings-attached, large-scale giving 
to Black-run, Black-controlled local organizations inspires other 
Baltimore philanthropic groups to act in kind.”

OUR FUNDING

Baltimore Beat is a 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax-
deductible as permitted by law. Donations go toward our print and 
online journalism, supporting the Beat’s mission of providing free 
news in print and online. By donating to Baltimore Beat, you help 
make community-focused news more accessible to all. 

baltimorebeat.com/donate
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
In this issue, Arts and Culture Editor Teri Henderson meditates on the works of several homegrown artists, 

including West Baltimore’s own Ernest Shaw Jr. Those more inclined to follow politics than art might recognize 
Shaw as the artist of a new portrait of famed civil rights lawyer Thurgood Marshall, now on display in the 
Maryland Senate building. The image replaces a portrait of Cecilus Calvert, a white man who helped found this 
state and who likely held slaves. In the picture, a young Marshall holds an open book, gazing right back at the 
viewer.

“The figures he paints reflect his subjects’ buoyancy, brilliance, and brightness, as well as their history. 
The magnitude, the sheer depth of the works, and the boldness of the colors invite the viewer to get close,” 
Henderson writes about Shaw.

In a world where Black people are still confronted with so many ugly images of ourselves, Shaw’s work 
disrupts and elevates. I am happy to have it on display on this issue’s cover.

For our news section, I write about a panel I attended that was led by civil rights activist Martin Luther 
King III, the head of Maryland’s branch of the NAACP, and other notable faces, about what legalized cannabis 
means for workers and for people of color. The panel was made up entirely of Black and Brown people — people 
who know well how efficiently this country has worked to keep minorities and the poor out of opportunities to 
advance economically. The solution to this, the panelists said, was working collectively toward a future where 
everyone can benefit.

Also in this issue: Dominic Griffin writes about “The Woman King” and “Till.” Baltimore Courtwatch 
discusses the power judges have over other people’s lives, and we have images from February’s 2023 CIAA Men’s 
and Women’s Basketball Tournament from photographer Cameron Snell. As always, be sure to check out our 
calendars and community resource guide.

Welcome to Issue 14.

Lisa Snowden, Editor-in-Chief

Use this QR code to read and 
share this story online.
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Civil rights activist Martin Luther King III, 
Maryland State Senator Cory McCray, 

cannabis industry insiders, and other 
weed-interested folks gathered at Coppin 
University February 28 to discuss what weed 
legalization means for people of color.

“This is a ground-floor opportunity,” 
King told the small crowd in James Weldon 
Johnson Auditorium. “Several states have 
gotten the opportunity to pass legislation, 
but none of them have gotten it right yet. I 
think that Maryland is on the precipice… of 
getting it right.” King noted that he’d spent 
the previous day in Annapolis, meeting 
with state leaders about the possibilities pot 
presents.

Back in November, Maryland voters gave 
the OK for this state to move forward with 
the legalization of recreational cannabis for 
people 21 and over. The change goes into 
effect in July. Lawmakers in Annapolis are 
now laying out the legal framework for the 
recreational consumption of a drug for the 
use of which thousands of Marylanders have 
previously been penalized.

The economic potential that legalization 
makes possible means that there’s greater 
interest in a substance that was once 
stigmatized.

The large panel, titled Equity, 
Representation, and Opportunities for 
Cannabis Workers, made up entirely 
of people of color and focused on a few 
issues: addressing the needs of people 
who are currently incarcerated because 
of weed, making sure people of color can 

economically benefit from weed, and 
providing communities of color with as much 
information as possible about cannabis.

“When I talk about social equity, I 
don’t start with the ownership part of that 
equation,” said Hope Wiseman, the youngest 
Black woman to own a dispensary in the 
United States. “When we think about social 
equity, I think the first thing we have to talk 
about is criminal justice reform. That’s not 
always at the forefront.”

According to a study conducted by the 
ACLU that tracked arrests made between 
2010 and 2018, Black people were more likely 
to be arrested for possession of weed than 
white people in every state, including states 
that had legalized it. That means there are 
a lot of Black people sitting in prisons or 
with convictions hanging over their heads 
because of something that is legal to sell and 
consume for many in this country.

Gustavo Torres, executive director of the 
immigrant organization group CASA, said 
that more than half of Latinx people who are 
behind bars right now are there because of 
the failed war on drugs. He said that these 
convictions shut people out of the cannabis 
industry forever.

“The majority of people who are in jail 
are men, but Black and Latina women are 
suffering tremendously because of that. On 
some occasions, they lose their kids,” Torres 
said.

Panelists were also adamant that 
workers’ rights must be at the forefront as 

lawmakers craft a future that includes legal 
access to cannabis. The panel’s moderators, 
Tamia Booker and Caroline Phillips, asked 
McCray several times whether Maryland 
law would include language ensuring the 
rights of workers to collectively organize on 
their behalf without interference from their 
bosses. The United Food & Commercial 
Workers International Union organized the 
panel. The group had a table set up outsie 
the auditorium with a selection of matches, 
rolling papers, and pins that read “UFCW 
Cannabis Workers Union.”

McCray, who came into office with a 
strong union background, said that he is in 
favor of the language and felt confident that 
it would be addressed in Annapolis. “I feel 
like we are going to get it done,” he said.

Norbert Pickett, who owns a dispensary 
in Washington, D.C., said that the industry is 
much tougher on Black owners, and it’s often 
more difficult for them to get the licenses 
they need.

“We lost out on the dot-com industry, 
we lost out on cable television, here comes a 
new emerging market, and we are being held 
out of it again,” he said. “It’s important in 
our community that we get involved in this 
industry because this industry isn’t going 
anywhere. However… now they want to deny 
us ownership.”

All panelists agreed it would take 
a coalition effort to make sure that 
communities of color are at the table when it 
comes to the economic benefits that further 
legalization will bring.

“This moment is pregnant with 
possibility,” said nationally known activist 
Tamika Mallory. “At this moment, we find 
ourselves in a space where we can actually 
create and design something that looks 
different from other industries that exist 
within society. But I think it will take being 
intentional.”  l

Pregnant with Possibility
Many of the panelists discussed the way that systemic racism has already crept into the cannabis 
industry, shutting out many would-be minority business owners before they can even begin.

by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code to read
and share this story online.

“This moment is pregnant with possibility,” said 
nationally known activist Tamika Mallory. “At this 
moment, we find ourselves in a space where we can 
actually create and design something that looks 
different from other industries that exist within 
society. But I think it will take being intentional.”
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In a bail hearing held on January 18, 
Judge Christopher Panos called the 

decision to hold a defendant without 
providing medical care “cruel and 
unusual pretrial punishment.”

Despite this, he postponed the 
matter. His decision to postpone meant 
the person remained in jail without their 
needed medication or ileostomy bags, 
which had to be cleaned eight times a 
day due to the unsanitary conditions in 
the jail. At a second hearing just a few 
days later, Panos continued to hold this 
person without bond.

“I’m scared I’m going to die in here, 
and nobody cares,” the defendant told 
Panos. The judge cut him off. “You’re 
wrong. I need to correct you,” he said. 
“Your lawyer cares, and I care.”

Baltimore City Circuit Court judges 
have the full power of the state behind 
them. During bail review hearings, they 
have two choices. A judge can allow 
limited degrees of release outside of jail 
through electronic monitoring or pretrial 
supervision. Or they can choose to 
incarcerate someone before that person 
stands trial. In Baltimore City jails, 
many people are looking at months — or, 
in some cases, years — of incarceration 
before trial.

Panos was appointed by Maryland 
Governor Martin O’Malley, a Democrat, 
in 2013 and will serve until 2029. Panos 
ran for judge as a Republican, cross-filed 
as a Democrat, and won unopposed in 
the general election that is required one 
year after appointment. In 75 percent of 
the hearings Panos presided over last 
January, he ordered the defendant held 
without bond.

There are two ways to become a 
Circuit Court judge in Maryland: by 
gubernatorial appointment or through 
a general election by voters. After a 
successful election, a term is 15 years. 
That means 15 years of deciding whether 
a legally innocent person is worthy of 
waiting and preparing for their trial 
at home or in a cage. Fifteen years of 
making these decisions in the name of 
public safety. Fifteen years of holding the 
power to look at human beings, their case 
files, and limited arguments in order to 
determine the path of a person’s life.

Perception is important in 
courtrooms. In bail reviews, everything 
depends on how a judge perceives the 
person standing before them. Courtrooms 
are theaters; lawyers and judges perform 
their roles and say their pieces. During 
bail reviews, judges will often say that 
they appreciate the defense’s advocacy. 
Judges will listen with compassion — 
and still force the person to stay in jail, 
cut off from their loved ones, and unable 
to receive care.

Judges in the idealized public 
imagination are impartial, and, therefore, 
fit to decide on the freedom of those 
in our city. But this is far from reality. 

Since white supremacy, capitalism, and 
patriarchy are in the air we breathe, 
no judge is unaffected by preconceived 
notions, biases, and prejudices. Judges 
are not inherently good or bad people, 
nor are they better than the community 
they serve. When a judge makes the 
decision to hold someone without bond, 
even while expressing regret about 
the decision, they are rejecting the 
moral consequences of a decision and 
deflecting responsibility. It is a choice 
to cage someone — a choice that judges 
make often.

The state has perverted the meaning 
of care. Care is making sure everyone 
in a community has an abundance of 
resources and access to everything 
they need to live. Care is not a powerful 
person ordering someone confined and 
then asserting their own moral goodness. 
Legality, and therefore criminality, is 
not morality. Judges can simultaneously 
offer platitudes, express regret, and 
sentence a person to a cage. There is 
no care in cages. There is no care in 
separating someone from their loved 
ones.

Baltimore City residents deserve care 
that is holistic and complete. Baltimore 
residents deserve care that builds 
towards a better world — the world that 
many activists and organizers here are 
trying to create. Every single person in 
Baltimore City deserves to be housed 
and to have enough food. The people 
of Baltimore deserve access to medical 
care, mental health care, education, 
support, and love for their families 
and community. Since the state is only 
interested in increasing and funding 
police, we have to care for each other. l

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

The Theater of Care
Courtrooms are theaters; lawyers and judges perform their roles and say their pieces.

by Elaine Millas

Judges in the idealized 
public imagination are im-
partial, and, therefore, fit 
to decide on the freedom of 
those in our city. But this 
is far from reality. 
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Wednesday, March 8

Mayor Brandon M. Scott’s Community Budget Sessions: 
Join Mayor Scott and fellow community members to 
share ideas and budget priorities for Baltimore. 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m., telephone town hall for older adults. Participant 
line: 855-756-7520 ext. 900 61#. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., livestream 
on Facebook Live. RSVP. For more information, go to: 
mayor.baltimorecity.gov/bmorebudget.

Volunteer Fair: Come meet the team and learn about 
the different volunteer opportunities available at Cylburn 
Arboretum. 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at Cylburn Arboretum, 
4915 Greenspring Avenue. For more information, go to: 
cylburn.org or call: 410-367-2217.

AudaCITY: Bold Community Visioning Series: A 
community planning meeting for West Baltimore. 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Baltimore Unity Hall, 1505 Eutaw 
Place. For more information, email: BCIITY2017@
gmail.com.

Heart to Heart: An interactive and informative discussion 
about heart health. Join us and learn how to take care of 
your heart through nutrition and lifestyle. 5:30 p.m. at Clay 
Pots, 1635 West Pratt Street. For more information, go to: 
claypotsbaltimore.org or call: 410-233-1133.

Thursday, March 9

The People v. Tech: Balancing the Interests of Big Tech 
and Society: The Journal of Business & Technology 
Law spring symposium will explore the dynamics of 
regulating big tech companies, like Google and Apple, 
through societal, legal, and administrative lenses. 5 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at University of Maryland Francis 
King Carey School of Law Ceremonial Courtroom, 500 
West Baltimore Street. For more information, go to: 
https://www.law.umaryland.edu.

HERstory Matters: Examining the Role of Black 
Women in Nonprofit Leadership: A speaker series is 
designed to explore the multi-layered barriers facing 
black women in nonprofit leadership. 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at The Cube Cowork LLC, 4709 Harford Road. For 
more information, go to: theblackednetwork.org.

Baltimore Field School 2.0 Spring Social: Join us for 
food, drinks, and fellowship to celebrate the 2023 UMBC 
and Community Fellows for BFS 2.0. 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at The Back Yard, 131 South Schroeder Street. For more 
information, go to: amstcommunitystudies.org.

Baltimore City Moms Demand Action Virtual Monthly 
Volunteer Meeting: Updates on this group’s gun violence 
prevention work and more. 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Virtual. For 
more information, go to: momsdemandaction.org.

Friday, March 10

Teen Dating Violence Prevention Kickback: Open Mic 
theme is “don’t talk about it… be about it!” Teens KickBack 
with creative expressions against dating violence. 7 
p.m. to 10 p.m. at Parks and People Foundation, 2100 
Liberty Heights Avenue. For more information, go to: 
ishshahsplace.org or email: info@ishshahsplace.org.

Saturday, March 11

2023 Youth Symposium: This free event will feature 
interactive programming for youth and families. Topics 
include college readiness guidance, STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) 
demonstrations, communications/media, and history. 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Weinberg Y in Waverly, 
900 East 33rd Street. For more information, go to: 
sgrhobaltimorecity.org.

Mayor Brandon M. Scott’s Community Budget 
Sessions: Join Mayor Scott and fellow community 
members to share ideas and budget priorities for 
Baltimore. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Baltimore War Memorial, 
101 North Gay Street. RSVP. For more information, go 
to: mayor.baltimorecity.gov/bmorebudget.

Family Resource Fair: Join Marc Brown of the Center 
For Urban Families for a resource fair like you’ve never 
seen it. 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 2036 West North Avenue. For 
more information, go to: cfuf.org.

Monday, March 13

Baltimore City Health Department Virtual Naloxone 
Trainings: Don’t Die is a campaign of the Baltimore City 
Health Department focused on reducing the stigma of 
addiction, promoting substance use disorder treatment, 
and educating the public to recognize and respond to an 
overdose with the opioid overdose reversal medication 
naloxone. 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Virtual. For more information, 
go to: dontdie.org or call: 410-396-4398.

Baltimore City Council Meeting: Meeting of the Baltimore 
City Council. 5 p.m. at Baltimore City Hall, 100 
North Holliday Street. For more information, go to: 
baltimorecitycouncil.com or call: 410-396-4804.

Tuesday, March 14

Baltimore City Schools Public Board Meeting: 
Meeting of Baltimore City School Commissioners. 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Virtual. See Baltimore City Schools 
website for login information. For more information, 
go to: baltimorecityschools.org or call: 443-984-2000.

In Our Own Voice - Mental Health Seminar: Free 
presentations provide a personal perspective of mental 
health conditions, as leaders with lived experience 
talk openly about what it’s like to have a mental health 
condition. 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Urban Life Center & Juice 
Bar, 3223 Eastern Avenue. For more information, go to: 
urbanlifecenter.org or call: 410-469-9965.

Healthy Food Healthy Body: Participants learn 
nutrition basics and how to plan healthy meals and 
snacks, key strategies for making better food choices 
at the store. 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at CareFirst Engagement 
Center, 1501 South Clinton Street, Suite 100. For more 
information, go to: carefirst.com/cec.

Wednesday, March 15

Volunteer: Affordable Produce Program Packing Day: 
Join Civic Works for a morning of packing local 
produce to be delivered to seniors throughout the 
city. 9 a.m. to noon at 1749 Gorsuch Avenue. For more 
information, go to: civicworks.com/programs/real-
food-farm or call: 410-366-8533.

BWI Spring Job Fair: Dress to impress and meet with 
businesses that are located at the airport. 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood 
Marshall Airport, D/E Art Gallery 7050 Friendship 
Road. For more information, go to: aawdc.org or call: 
410-424-3240.

Friday, March 17

Info Session for Community College of Baltimore 
County and Maryland Food Bank FoodWorks: 
This FoodWorks program includes both academic 
classroom work and hands-on food preparation 
experience in the Maryland Food Bank’s state-of-the-
art Bauer Community Kitchen. 1:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Maryland Food Bank, 2200 Halethorpe Farm Road. 
For more information, call: 443-840-5840 or email: 
hospitalitycareers@ccbcmd.edu.

Saturday, March 18

Healing City Baltimore Summit 2023: Panel 
discussions, resource fair, and more. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at J. Millard Tawes Center, Coppin State University, 
2500 W North Avenue. For more information, go to: 
healingcitybaltimore.com/summit2023.

20th Annual DC/Maryland Black College Expo: 
Get Scholarships, get connected, learn how to start a 
business, and more. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Bowie State 
University, 14000 Jericho Park Road, Bowie. For more 
information, go to: thecollegeexpo.org.

Government and Community Events
Here’s our listing of government and community events around the city.

by Lisa Snowden

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.
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2023 Housing Stabilization Clinics: Help with estate 
planning, eviction assistance, water bills, and more. 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Baltimore Room, Lexington Market, 
112 North Eutaw Street. For more information, go to: 
thesosfund.com, call 443-810-3665, or email: intake@
thesosfund.com.

Celebration of Community: Join Hamilton-
Lauraville Main Street for an afternoon of celebrating 
their ongoing community efforts. 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
at 4500 Harford Road. For more information, go to: 
bmoremainstreet.com or call: 410-319-7150.

Wednesday, March 22

#RestEasyBby: BIPOC Movement + Community 
Connection: A BIPOC-only yoga class. Donations 
appreciated but not required. 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 
Black Artist Research Space, 426 West Franklin Street. 
For more information, go to: blackartistresearchspace.
com.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, send information 

about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.

Last November, voters approved a charter 
amendment that granted city leaders control 

over the Baltimore City Police Department. The 
amendment went into effect in January. Prior to that, 
Baltimore was the only Maryland jurisdiction still 
under state control.

But the November vote didn’t end the fight over 
control of the department. As February ended and 
March began, leaders and activists were at odds over 
who currently had control of the department and 
when the switch to local control would happen.

Activists and some city leaders argue that 
Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott’s administration is 
slow-walking the process.

“Some advocates, including one member of 
the Local Control Advisory Board tasked with 
implementing the new power structure, have bristled 
at how Mayor Brandon Scott’s administration has 
shepherded the process,” The Baltimore Banner 
reported on March 1. “Their frustrations spread 
to City Council chambers last week, with council 
members admonishing the administration to get the 
ball rolling on what voters had already decided was a 
priority.”

“Y’all are really out here playing in our faces,” 
testified Rob Ferrell, senior organizer with Organizing 
Black. “We want the City Council, our local, elected 
legislators, to have legislative authority to make 
changes to BPD policy.”

“Several bills have been introduced by the General 
Assembly to address the wording change necessary 
to enact local control,” the Baltimore Sun reported. 
“Currently, city law states no ordinance other than 
those enacted by the mayor ‘shall conflict, impede, 
obstruct, hinder or interfere with the powers of the 

Police Commissioner,’ effectively leaving the City 
Council powerless.”

Those bills were introduced by state Senator Jill 
Carter and Delegate Stephanie Smith. If successfully 
passed, it would bring the Baltimore City Police 
Department under local control by June 1.

“I testified today in Annapolis for @jillpcarter’s 
bill, SB 758, which would restore local control of 
the Baltimore Police Department,” tweeted City 
Councilperson Mark Conway, who chairs the 
council’s Public Safety and Government Operations 
committee. “I hope we can honor the will of the voters 
who overwhelmingly passed this measure last year. 
Let’s get this done.”

On February 28, Mayor Brandon Scott, along 
with Shantay Jackson, executive director of 

the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Safety and 
Engagement (MONSE) and the Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council, unveiled a new public safety 
accountability dashboard.

The portal tracks crime in the city by pulling 
data from a number of places, including local and 
state agencies, police districts, Safe Streets sites, 
hospital-based violence intervention programs, and 
information provided by the Baltimore City State’s 
Attorney’s Office.

Users can access information sorted by police 
district or by neighborhood — or they can look at city 
statistics as a whole. Data available goes back to 2012.

“Evaluation and accountability are central pillars 
of Baltimore’s Comprehensive Violence Prevention 

Plan because when it comes to public safety, progress 
can and should be measured,” Scott said in a press 
release about the dashboard.

City leaders said they hope to further develop the 
dashboard in the future with more information and 
the ability to break down statistics by city council and 
state legislative districts.

Baltimore Councilperson Zeke Cohen is pushing 
new legislation intended to help renters by 

targeting slumlords. He introduced the Strengthening 
Renters’ Safety Act at a city council meeting held in 
late February. The legislation is aimed at eliminating 
several long-standing issues facing Baltimore renters 
by requiring more rigorous inspections for large 
buildings that are in bad condition, establishing a 
task force to oversee rental inspections, and allowing 
tenants to anonymously request inspections.

Cohen, along with Councilperson James Torrence, 
held a press conference to announce the legislation.

“We need a process that is different. Not just 
resident-driven, but a process that will be proactive in 
identifying these buildings,” Torrence said, according 
to Baltimore Brew. “We can’t allow people to sit and 
feel powerless when the city can do better.”

“A rental licensing overhaul that came out of the 
Council five years ago was supposed to solve this 
problem,” the Brew reported. “But it ended up more 
‘carrot’ than ‘stick,’ rewarding landlords who fix 
violations promptly and pass their inspections with a 
less frequent inspection schedule.” l

Around Baltimore
Here’s our look at important issues the city is talking about.

by Baltimore Beat Staff

Local Control Delays

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

New Public Safety  
Accountability Dashboard

Strengthening Renters’ Safety Act
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John Edmonds. Ascent (detail). 2017. Inkjet print on silk. 63 5/8 x 42 3/8 in. (161.6 x 107.6 cm). Courtesy of the artist
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IRS Free File 
If your Adjusted Gross Income is $73,000 or less you’re 
eligible to use the IRS’s free federal and low cost state 
tax service. You can find more information at apps.irs.
gov/app/freeFile.

FreeTaxUSA 
Yes, the name sounds funny, but FreeTaxUSA has been 
around since 2001 and is a member of the IRS Free 
File Alliance. For those making more than $73,000 per 
year or those with slightly more difficult returns,  the 
self-guided software tops out at less than $25 to file your 
taxes with both the federal and state governments. Find 
more information at freetaxusa.com

Umar Boxing 
1217 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need every 
Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-728-3600

Land of Kush (Tierra de Kush) 
840 North Eutaw Street 
Provides food for families or individuals every Monday 
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more updates, go to: facebook.com/TheLandofKush 
Contact: 410-225-5874

Franciscan Center Prepared Meals 
101 West 23rd Street 
Daily meals Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Dinners are served from 5:30 pm to 7 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. They help everyone in need. 

Contact: 410-467-5340, Option 2 for client services; or 
email: info@fcbmore.org

Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry  
422 West Patapsco Avenue  
Provides food, diapers, and formula to those in need 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For updates, visit: facebook.com/fishesandloavespantry 
Contact: 410-525-0969 or email: fishesandloavespantry@
yahoo.com

Yo! Baltimore West 
1510 West Lafayette Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. Every 
Tuesday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Be More Green Food Rescue  
2036 West North Avenue 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. Every 
Friday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

Old Major/Historic Pigtown Food Rescue  
900 South Carey Street 
Provides food for families or individuals in need. Every 
Thursday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org

City Place on the Avenue 
610 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Provides fresh produce and grocery giveaway until 
resources are gone every Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 240-705-4345

New Shiloh Baptist Church Pantry  
2100 North Monroe Street 
Provides a food pantry for anyone in need on the 1st and 
3rd Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 410-523-5306 Ext. 12, or email: jward@
newshilohbaptist.org

Bmore Community Food 
300 West 24th Street 
Weekly distribution every Saturday from 2 p.m. to 3:30 
pm. Includes one box of about 20 pounds of produce per 
three family members for a $10 donation. How to apply: 
Fill out a survey on their Facebook page: facebook.com/
food4bmore 
Contact: 844-529-3077 

Bmore Community Food Delivery 
300 West 24th Street 
Service is provided for those who are disabled, elderly, 
or otherwise limited in mobility. 
Ask to call to arrange services: 844-529-3077 
Facebook: facebook.com/food4bmore

Access Art in Morrell Park  
2446 Washington Boulevard 
This service provides free food for individuals or 

families in need. Every Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 
Contact: info@foodrescuebaltimore.org 

Bea Gaddy Family Center  
425 North Charles Street 
The walk-in food pantry is open to the public Monday to 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. To receive food Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, you must be registered to 
vote and a Maryland resident. If you still need to register 
to vote, the center will help register you. Anyone can walk 
in and receive food on Thursdays without registration. 
Contact: 410-563-2749, or email: beagaddy@bea-gaddy.org 

The Bit Center Food Distribution 
315 Homestead Southway 
Provides community meals delivered home to 
individuals who qualify. Every Tuesday from 12 p.m. to 3 
p.m. Check eligibility at: thebitcenter.org. 
Contact: 410-547-9934

First Mount Calvary Baptist Food Pantry 
1142 North Fulton Avenue 
The church provides prepared meals, a food pantry, and 
food delivery. Prepared meals are offered on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Food pantry is offered every 3rd and 4th Friday of each 
month from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Grab-and-go lunches are 
every Wednesday at 11 a.m. Home delivery as needed; 
please call 410-728-8782 about how to enroll.

40 West Assistance & Referral Center 
4711 Edmondson Avenue 
Provides food and material assistance to those in 
need. Staff at the center can provide education about 
and refer to additional assistance resources. When 
appropriate, they provide clients to other public and 
private agencies which provide counseling, shelter, or 
other types of assistance. Food assistance at the center 
provides income-eligible clients and their families with 
food once per month. Referral Services are on a needs 
basis to anyone, and food assistance only requires 
government-issued picture identification. 
For more information, go to: 40west.org 
Contact: 410-233-4357 or email: info@40west.org 

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Food Pantry & 
Free Meals 
5807 Harford Road 
For ages 18 and younger, you can pick up a free and 
nutritious meal Monday to Friday at Harbel, and 
breakfast is served from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. while lunch is 
from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Individuals older have access to the food pantry by 
walking in or calling ahead during regular business 
hours, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., from Monday to Friday.  
Contact: 410-444-2100 or email: info@harbel.org

Community Resources
Baltimore Beat’s collection of resources for Baltimore City residents.

by Baltimore Beat staff

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

This Baltimore Beat section aims to help the 
community with resources and support they may 

not know are available. We ask people to share this 
information with anyone they know that could find it 
helpful.

Baltimore Beat would like its readers to know 
that you will find some of these programs available 
outside of Baltimore City. We try to inform our 
readers of income amounts for the programs tailored 
to Baltimore’s limits. Specifically, we use the example 
of a household of four people, although many of these 
programs are for individuals as well!

Have something you want us to add? Email 
support@baltimorebeat.com!

Food Delivery and Distribution

Tax Services

Continues on next page → 
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God is King Center 
208 South Pulaski Street 
This center provides individuals with hot meals, 
beverages, canned foods, and clothes. Every Sunday 
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Contact: 443-895-5456 or email: irvdrl@gmail.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/godiskingcenter

Maryland Homeowner Assistance Program 
This program helps people with their homeowner mortgage 
payments and other housing costs due to COVID-19 related 
hardships. For example, in Maryland a  family of four with 
a household income of less than $111,750 is eligible for 
assistance. 
Visit: marylandhaf.com/prescreening or call:  1-877-462-7555.

Stop Oppressive Seizures Fund 
This program helps people stay in their homes with 
various services to help those affected by tax sales. For 
example, in Maryland, a family of four with a household 
income of less than $111,750 is eligible for assistance. 
Visit: thesosfund.com

Affordable Connectivity Program 
This program helps households pay for internet service 
and internet-connected devices. You could qualify 
if you’re a household of four making at or less than 
$55,500 per year. You can apply at nv.fcc.gov/lifeline, 
call for an application at (877) 384-2575, or contact your 
current internet company.

Project Waves - Internet Access  
1100 Wicomico Street Suite 650 
Project Waves provides free, high-speed home Internet 
across several neighborhoods in Baltimore using a 
Point-to-Multipoint wireless network. 
Contact: 410-803-5146 or go to: projectwaves.net 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) 
This program assists with heating and cooling bills. 
For example, a family of four with a household 
income below $48,563 is eligible. You can apply at 
mydhrbenefits.dhr.state.md.us or by calling 
800-332-6347 for an application.

Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program 
Renters, homeowners, and residents of public housing 
are all eligible. The income eligibility is determined 
by how much you have made in the past 30 days. For 
example, a household of four making at or below $6000 
per month is eligible. You can apply at mymdthink.
maryland.gov by printing an application, or by calling 
800-332-6347 for an application.

Maryland Weatherization Assistance Program 
Provides weatherization assistance to residents 
of Maryland to help with energy costs. This could 
include upgrades to your home, even if you are 
renting. For example, a household of four making at 
or below $55,500 is eligible. You can apply at portal.
neighborlysoftware.com/BALTIMOREMD/participant, 
or by calling 410-396-3023 with questions.

Lifeline Program for Low-Income Consumers 
The Lifeline program provides discounts on cell phone 
services for low-income individuals and families. 
Consumers can qualify for this service if their income is 
135 percent or less than the federal poverty guidelines. 
For example, in Maryland, a family of four making less 
than $37,462 would be eligible. Assurance Wireless 
has plans available at assurancewireless.com/lifeline-
services, or you can call them at 888-321-5880.

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Housing 
Partnership Workshop 
5807 Harford Road 
This program offers free virtual workshops to assist 
people looking to purchase their first home. To register, 
go to harbel.org. 
Contact: 410-444-9152

Civic Works - Elder Service 
2701 St Lo Drive 
This is a fall-preventing program to make homes safer 
for older adults living in Baltimore City. Services are for 
65 and older adults that include safety repairs, referrals 
to supportive services, and occupational therapy. The 
Housing Upgrades to Benefit Seniors (HUBS) program 
can assist and connect you to more home repair 
resources and support services. 
Contact: 443-470-9871 or email: HUBSintake@
civicworks.com

Franciscan Center Eviction Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center will assist Baltimore City residents with 
eviction notices. They will pay up to $200 toward an 
eviction total. The check will go directly to the landlord 
and be confirmed with the client. No fees or eligibility, 
but you need to show proof that you have money to 
cover the rest of the cost. 
Contact: info@fcbmore.org

House of Ruth - Emergency Shelter  
2201 Argonne Drive 
This service is for women and children who are in 
imminent danger. It is open from Monday to Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Contact: 410-889-7884 (24-Hour Hotline)

Day Center for Homeless Individuals 
17 Bond Street, Westminster MD 
For individuals over the age of 18 experiencing 
homelessness. Provides basic toiletries like toothbrushes 
and clothing. Phones are available to apply for jobs, 
food assistance, and other programs. The Human 
Service program can also provide case management, 
rapid rehousing resources, job opportunities, and more. 
Operates Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Contact: 443-201-3428

Project Phase Inc - Permanent Housing for Homeless 
Individuals (subsidized permanent housing) 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This service provides permanent housing to individuals 
and families in need. The programs include rental 
assistance programs and single-room occupancy. 
Contact: 410-837-1400 

Project Phase Inc. - Housing for Homeless Veterans 
3601 Old Frederick Road 

This program offers services to qualified veterans, 
including rapid rehousing, 1st-month rent, security 
deposit, housing placement, utility assistance, eviction 
prevention, and referral to public and social service 
benefits. This service is for veterans only. 
Contact: Helen at 443-720-9984 or intake at 410-837-
1400 Ext. 148

Project Phase Inc - Temporary Housing for Homeless 
Individuals 
3601 Old Frederick Road 
This program helps to shelter and serve homeless adults. 
This includes 24-hour supported supervision, on-site 
nursing and counseling services, and resident case 
management. Residents are given daily meals, linens, bus 
tokens, assistance with medical appointments, and clothing. 
Location #1: Beacon House Square 3549 Old Frederick 
Road; Location #2: 1814 Maryland Avenue (Accessible to 
those with disabilities). 
Contact: 410-837-1400

 

COST PLUS DRUGS 
An online pharmacy that doesn’t take insurance but 
prices generic prescriptions at their cost plus 15 percent. 
The result is many affordable medications that are 
sometimes less than insurance co-pays. 
Download the form at costplusdrugs.com/
PrescriptionRequestForm.pdf for yourself and your 
doctor or start by visiting costplusdrugs.com.

Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) Mental 
Health Services 
7500 Harford Road 1st Floor Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
Counselors may provide home visits when working 
with clients. The psychiatrists and therapists only 
provide office visits or telehealth. Psychiatrists perform 
psychiatric evaluations and determine if medication 
is needed. Therapists perform individual therapy and 
family therapy for families who need it. Monday to 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Contact: 410-999-1937 or info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Community Wellness Center 
3310 Eastern Avenue 
This outpatient health center consists of a psychiatric 
rehabilitation program and behavioral health home 
program that provides support to individuals and 
families throughout Baltimore City and Maryland.
Contact: 443-708-5056 or email: info@cwmd.org

Franciscan Center Dental Referrals & Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center works with Baltimore City Health 
Department Dental Clinics to help pay for dental care. 
You must be a Baltimore City resident to be eligible. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services or 
info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Prescription Support Services 
(Medications) 
101 West 23rd Street 

Health Services

Housing, Utility, and 
Rent Assistance
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Works with Safeway Pharmacy on Charles and 24th 
Street to help cover the cost of medicine/prescriptions. 
New prescriptions will be fully covered at that location. 
Transferred prescriptions will be discounted. Narcotics 
are not covered. No fees, but you must be a Baltimore 
City resident. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services or 
info@fcbmore.org

Franciscan Center Eyeglass Support 
101 West 23rd Street 
The Center has partnerships with various eyeglass 
businesses around Baltimore City. They can pay $70 for 
glasses and additional services. You must be a Baltimore 
City resident and the Center is asking residents to bring 
validated estimated cost from the eyeglass shop back 
to the Franciscan Center. They will write a check for up 
to $70 and send it directly to the shop. This does not 
include Walmart or America’s Best. 
Contact: 410-467-5340 and option 2 for client services or 
info@fcbmore.org

Harbel Community Organization Inc - Prevention 
and Recovery Center 
5807 Harford Road 
Outpatient substance abuse prevention and treatment 
center serving adults and adolescents in the Baltimore 
Metropolitan area. Mental health is also provided 
here as well as Medicaid, Medicare, and some private 
insurance are accepted. 
Contact: 410-444-2100 Ext. 1019, or email: info@harbel.
org

Moveable Feast (Medical Transportation) 
901 North Milton Avenue 
They offer free, accessible door-to-door transportation 
to medical appointments for low-income Baltimore 
City clients living with HIV. Medical Transportation 
can take clients to primary medical or support services 
such as physician appointments, picking up prescription 
medications, and attending support groups. Eligibility 
for transportation: Individual has been diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS and has limited access to transportation 
for medical appointments. Contact: Transportation - 
Teyana Johnson tjohnson@mfeast.org 
Phone: 410-327-3420

Turning Corners - Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Treatment 
260 Gateway Drive, Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
Provides drug and alcohol evaluations to determine 
the effects of substance use and other problems for the 
client. Contact: (410) 893-3896 

Turning Corners - Relapse Prevention Program 
260 Gateway Drive Suite 15-16A Bel-Air, MD 
This program helps show clients the signs of relapse 
before it occurs. Weekly therapeutic group provides 
support to maintain gains and improve skills, plus 
additional assistance with family involvement education. 
Contact: 410-893-3896

SPARC Women’s Center 
908 Washington Boulevard 
The Women’s Center supports people who identify 
as women, agender, nonbinary, and all other non-
men identities who engage in street-based survival 
activities. They currently provide delivery services of 

harm reduction supplies and safer sex supplies. The 
Center also provides STI testing, emotional support, 
case management, free psychiatric services, and sexual 
health supplies. Operates Monday through Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: 410-624-7554 or 602-935-7554 
 
Pro Bono Resource Center 
Provides legal assistance with eviction prevention, debt 
collection, and immigration assistance to those in need. 
Estate planning to a family of four making less than 
$79,000 a year and foreclosure assistance to a family of 
four making less than $157,650. 
Call: 410-837-9379 or visit: probonomd.org/lfor-legal-
help. 
 

Bringing Hope Community Services (BHCS) Support 
Services 
7500 Harford Road, 1st Floor, Suite 2, Oakcrest 
Avenue 
PRP counselors assist clients in securing other 
resources in their community, such as health insurance, 
transportation, income, food, energy, and water 
assistance. Other services provided by BHCS are 
clothing donations to individuals in need, children’s toys 
donations, money and anger management, along with 
shelter placement for the homeless. 
Contact: 410-999-1937 or email: info@
bringinghopecommunityserv.com 

Center for Urban Families 
2201 North Monroe Street 
A program that offers job training with the support of 
coaches and peers. Training that focuses on improving 
job-seeking skills, improving workplace behavior, 
appearance, and attitude. This program is for all young 
adults and adults. 
Contact: 410-367-5691 

House of Ruth - Ruth’s Closet 
Valley Village Shopping Center 9131 Reisterstown 
Road (back, lower level) 
This women’s resale boutique sells gently used clothing, 
shoes, and jewelry at steep discounts. Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Fridays are from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Northwest Career Center 
Mondawmin Mall Suite 302 (3rd Floor) 
This center provides programs for anyone interested 
in trade skills. They offer services so individuals can 
find employment, prepare resumes and enhance job 
readiness skills. All services are free or low cost. 
Contact: 410-396-7873

TaxiCard Program 
6300 Blair Hill Lane, Suite 301 
A program where if you are 60 years or older, you get 
free credits to use for taxis. You can apply online at 
caretaxicard.com. This service is for seniors only. 
Contact: 410-664-1123

Women of Valor 
715 Ingleside Avenue 
Provides one-on-one counseling and support to help 
low-income or homeless women in Baltimore get back 
on their feet, find services, and get job training. They 
also have a weekly food pantry available One of the 
services they provide is job training for any individuals 
who are looking for new employment skills. Monday 
to Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and weekly food pantry on 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Contact: 443-800-3188 
 
No Monthly Fee Checking Accounts:

Wells Fargo 
Wells Fargo has options for you if you need access to a 
retail bank to cash checks, and your mobile phone is not 
an option. The Clear Access Banking account has a $5 
monthly fee that is waived if the primary account holder 
is between 13-24 years old. The Everyday Checking 
account has a $10 fee that is waived with a $500 balance 
or $500 in direct deposits monthly. 
Wells Fargo has locations throughout Baltimore.

SoFi 
If you can use your mobile phone to do your banking, 
SoFi has an attractive option. They have no overdraft 
or account fees and 2.50% annual interest on your 
balances. Sign up at: sofi.com.

Baltimore City Public Schools 
200 East North Avenue 
The Re-Engagement Center is where school-
disconnected young people and those returning from 
incarceration can get a variety of services and help to 
reengage with school. This includes, but isn’t limited 
to, mentoring, mental health assistance, job readiness 
programs, and connections to other support services. 
There is a storefront where students can get shoes, 
apparel, and school supplies for free from the retailer 
DTLR. Contact: 443-642-4220

Baltimore City Recreation and Parks Recruitment Team 
Baltimore City Recreation is actively recruiting teens 
and adults interested in becoming a lifeguard. The pay 
rate starts at $16 per hour, including free swimming and 
lifeguard training certification. Those taking advantage 
of the training must commit to working for Baltimore 
City for the upcoming season. The four-day course is 
offered on both weekends and weekdays. Contact tiffany.
ponton@baltimorecity.gov or call: 443-934-7693  l

Financial Services

Student Services
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This was the second year that Baltimore 
played host to the CIAA Men’s and Women’s 

Basketball Tournament. The event, which ran 
from February 21-25, featured games, a step 
show, celebrities, and more. l

Photostory
Photos from this year’s CIAA tournament.

Photos by Cameron Snell

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.



What can we offer?
Our drivers deliver to over 200 places around Baltimore City and some parts of Baltimore County. 
We can utilize our drivers and distribution network to help distribute your flyers, brochures, 
newsletters, or pamphlets throughout the City.

How do you get started?
Don’t hesitate to contact Eze Jackson at distribution@baltimorebeat.com for pricing inquiries!

DISTRIBUTION SERVICES
Baltimore Beat contracts with local Baltimore City drivers to deliver our papers throughout the city. We now want to open up our distribution network to 
those in our community. This helps the costs of what it takes to distribute Baltimore Beat throughout the city, providing us a pathway to keep spreading 
our papers.

Design by AMNESIA 
@amnesiaonline
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Homecoming: Paintings and Drawings by 
Ernest Shaw, Jr. is the artist’s first solo 

exhibition at his alma mater. It is on view 
at Morgan State University’s James E. Lewis 
Museum of Art through March 10. The show 
consists of large-scale drawings and paintings 
and is curated with the intention of  allowing 
visitors to fully immerse themselves in Shaw’s 
career.

Shaw, a West Baltimore native, attended 
Baltimore School for the Arts and Howard 
University, in addition to Morgan. The figures he 
paints reflect his subjects’ buoyancy, brilliance, 
and brightness, as well as their history. The 
magnitude, the sheer depth of the works, and 
the boldness of the colors invite the viewer 
to get close. Once you do, you will see Shaw’s 
application of layers and threads of Black 
history, diasporic history, and the power of 
education. At the beginning of the year, Shaw’s 
portrait of civil rights legend Thurgood Marshall 
was unveiled at the Miller Senate Office Building 
in Annapolis.

Homecoming explores Shaw’s figurative 
portrait practice. Most compelling as I moved 
throughout the gallery were the various 
depictions of James Baldwin, which aesthetically 
served to mark the evolution of Shaw’s practice. 
I thought about James Baldwin’s connection to 
Baltimore through Baldwin’s sister, artist Paula 
Whaley. I thought about my affinity for Baldwin’s 
work and words, and how he has inspired Black 
artists for generations.

Traveling through JELMA, I could imagine 
Shaw several years ago in his studio working 
on a painting of Baldwin, and then rendering 
different iterations of the same subject through 
2022. Some works have one painting technique 
or material utilized, while others are chock full 
of painted symbols, colors, and embellishments, 
all reflecting the spirit of Baldwin. Over the 
years Shaw’s paintings have become bigger in 
scale and more complex in detail.

In “Baldwin” (2018), an acrylic painting on 
canvas, the familiar figure’s gaze penetrates with 
a furrowed brow. James Baldwin is depicted here 
against a background of a salmon pink, his hand 
resting on his chin. Shaw has painted him with a 
signet ring on his finger.

“Where There’s Smoke” (2022) is a more 
recent mixed media work layered with paints 
and pigments ranging from the deepest matte 

Homecoming
Two exhibitions in Baltimore explore the power of place.

by Teri Henderson

Use this QR code 
to read and share  
this story online.

 “Where There’s Smoke” (2022), by Ernest Shaw Jr. Courtesy of The James E. Lewis Museum of Art at Morgan State University.

CONTINUES ON PG. 16
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Wednesday, March 8
The Sound Inside Preview: Opening night of a new 
suspenseful drama written by Adam Rapp, directed 
by Vincent M. Lancisi, and featuring Everyman 
Resident Company members Beth Hylton and Zack 
Powell. ($29 - $47) 7:30 p.m. at Everyman Theater, 
315 West Fayette Street. For more information, go to: 
everymantheatre.org or call: 410-752-2208.

Thursday, March 9
Tarsha Fitzgerald Earth, Wind & Fire Experience: 
A tribute to Earth Wind & Fire led by the band 
DEVOTION, featuring a musical tribute to the legendary 
Maurice White. ($10 - $35) 7:30 p.m. at Keystone Korner, 
1350 Lancaster Street. For more information, go to: 
keystonekornerbaltimore.com or call: 410-946-6726.

MdVLA Party for the Arts: Eat, drink, and enjoy 
live entertainment from Baltimore-based DJs and 
musicians. Featuring sounds by DJ CheekyWillie 
(Mount Vernon Records), DJ Amsies and Pinkshift. 
($40 - $120) 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at The Voxel, 9 West 25th 
Street. For more information, go to: mdvla.org or call: 
410-752-1633.

Jazz Jam Sessions @ The Crown: A new Baltimore 
jazz listening and jam series at The Crown hosted by 
Lionel Lyles and the LLQ. Musicians are welcome. ($5 
- $10) 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at The Crown Baltimore, 1910 
North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
thecrownbaltimore.tumblr.com or call: 410-625-4848.

Blackscope Cinema Series: Daughters Of The Dust: 
Featuring a floral installation by Pomona Floral 
inspired by the film and special treats from Jinji 
Fraser of Pure Chocolate by Jinji. Daughters of the 
Dust is a 1991 independent film written, directed, and 
produced by Julie Dash. Creative Alliance’s monthly 
Blackscope Cinema Series expands our understanding 
and appreciation of Black Film in America. ($15 - 
$20) 7 p.m. at Creative Alliance, 3134 Eastern Avenue. 
For more information, go to: creativealliance.org or 
call: 410-276-1651.

Friday, March 10
Blue Angel Presents: Signature Social House Series: 
Celebrate DJ Blue Angel’s 21st birthday and the 
beginning of her residency at 1722. Featuring the 
sounds of Kasper Burnstein and Karizma. Ages 
21+. Cash bar. ($21 - $25) 11 p.m. to 4 a.m. at 1722 

North Charles Street. For more information, email: 
Djvincechristopher@yahoo.com or call: 410-547-8423.

Share Your Message: A Semi-Silent Art Exhibit: 
The Semi-Silent Exhibit series is where art and music 
work in tandem for an immersive art experience 
for all attendees. Each scene features  artists from 
all over the DMV and synchronizes to collaborative 
playlists that will also follow the theme of the art. 7:30 
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Whitehall Mill 3300 Clipper Mill 
Road. For more information, go to: sysmvmt.com.

Cardi B v. Megan Thee Stallion: Come dance to 
music featuring two reigning queens of rap, Cardi 
B and Megan Thee Stallion. Music by Justjuwit. 
(Free) 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at The Crown: Backbar, 1910 
North Charles Street. For more information, go to: 
thecrownbaltimore.tumblr.com or call 410-625-4848.

We Own The Night: The Return of Baby Kahlo: 
Baltimore Rap Queen Baby Kahlo returns to the 
stage. With performances by Trae Care, Keef Lashley, 
Chris Cassius, John Wells. Hosted by Yoo McThuggin 
and Joe Dollaz. Documented by Shooting Niro and 
featuring sounds by BmoreAlien and Reemunkown.
($10 - $15) 8 p.m. to 12 a.m. at BlakWater House, 218 
West Saratoga Street 5th Floor. For more information, 
go to: tewworldorder.com.

Sunday, March 12
Club Renaissance: A Beyoncé Celebration Day Party: 
Dance Party and celebration of Queen Bey’s music 
and latest masterpiece. Party to your favorite Beyoncé 
song all day. 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Baltimore Soundstage, 
124 Market Place. ($20 - $40) For more information, 
go to: baltimoresoundstage.com/events/pusha-t or 
call: 410-244-0057.

Free Family Sundays: Dance Workshop: A special 
dance workshop with interdisciplinary artist, actor, 
and dancer Tracie Jiggetts. Families will explore the art 
of movement inspired by works in the BMA’s collection. 
Free Family Sundays is a drop-in, art-making program 
designed for families with children ages 6 to 9 or older. 
RSVPs are not required. Art-making supplies are 
provided. 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Baltimore Museum of Art, 
10 Art Museum Drive. For more information, go to: 
artbma.org or call: 443-573-1700.

Thursday, March 16
Opening Reception: Both Sides Now: The Spirituality, 
Resilience, and Innovation of Elizabeth Talford Scott: 

Celebrate the quilted and collage artwork of Elizabeth 
Talford Scott (b.1916 – d. 2011), born near Chester, 
South Carolina to Southern sharecroppers who 
worked on the land where their parents previously 
were enslaved. This exhibition reaffirms Goya 
Contemporary’s commitment to represent the artist’s 
estate and opens an exciting phase in chronicling the 
work of Elizabeth Talford Scott. 6 p.m to  8 p.m. at Goya 
Contemporary, Mill Centre Studio 214, 3000 Chestnut 
Avenue. For more information, go to: goyacontemporary.
com, email: gallery@goyacontemporary.com, or call: 
(410) 366-2001.

Tahir Hemphill: Rap Research Lab Closing Celebration: 
Meeting Tahir Hemphill, the artist and curator behind 
Rap Research Lab and hear a DJ set by Kidtronik. 6 
p.m. at Center for Art, Design and Visual Culture 
(CAVDC), University of Maryland, Baltimore County, 
Fine Arts Building, 105, 1000 Hilltop Circle. For more 
information, go to: cadvc.umbc.edu, or call: 410-455-
3188.

Motor House Party: Featuring sounds by Camille 
Wynn, Cora Stone and DJ Planet. ($10) 7 p.m. at 
The Motor House, 120 West North Avenue. For more 
information, go to: motorhousebaltimore.com.

Free Baltimore Yoga: Practice yoga with Free 
Baltimore Yoga at Creative Alliance in their brand 
new dance studio. Space is limited, please sign up 
in advance. Masks are required! Extra yoga mats 
and masks will be available for use. (Free) 7 p.m. at 
The Creativity Center Studio at Creative Alliance, 
3134 Eastern Avenue. For more information, go to: 
creativealliance.org or call: 410-276-1651.

Bettina Judd presents “Feelin: Creative Practice, 
Pleasure, and Black Feminist Thought”: Celebrate 
the work of Bettina Judd, author of “Feelin: Creative 
Practice, Pleasure, and Black Feminist Thought,” 
which makes a bold and vital intervention in 
critical theory’s trend toward disembodying feeling 
as knowledge. Bettina Judd is an interdisciplinary 
artist, performer, and writer whose creative research 
centers Black feminist thought. 7 p.m. at Red Emma’s 
Bookstore Coffeehouse, 3128 Greenmount Avenue. 
For more information, go to: redemmas.org or call: 
410-601-3072.

Friday, March 17
Can I Kick It?: Street Fighter: Watch the film on the 
big screen while DJ 2-TONE JONES adds new depth 
to the film by spinning a whole new scene-by-scene 
soundtrack in the room with you. Can I Kick It? 
events take cult classics and contemporary martial 
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arts/action favorites and LIVE scores the film with a 
blend of genres such as hip hop, soul, and funk. ($12 – 
$15)  8 p.m. at Creative Alliance, 3134 Eastern Avenue. 
For more information, go to: creativealliance.org or 
call: 410-276-1651.

JOYRIDE: A sonic experience curated by Abdu 
Ali and featuring performances by keiyaA, Abdu 
Ali, Josh Stokes, Ray Winder and Brandon Woody’s 
Upendo ($15) 8 p.m. at Ottobar, 2549 North Howard 
Street. For more information, go to: theottobar.com or 
call: 410-662-0069.

Sweet Spot Featuring Rye Rye: Baltimore’s 
queer pop dance party returns with a special live 
performance by Rye Rye featuring the “Dangerous 
(Remix)” premiere with Amy Douglas. Featuring 
sounds by P_A_T (NYC) & Sweet Spot, hosted by 
Baby. Photos by Quintin. Ages 21+. ($15) 10 p.m. to 2 
a.m. at Metro Gallery, 1700 North Charles Street. For 
more information, go to: themetrogallery.net or call: 
443-425-5139.

Saturday, March 18
MdVLA Art Law Clinic: Are you a painter, musician, 
or creative entrepreneur of any kind that lives in 
Maryland? Do you have legal questions or concerns? 
Snag a 30-minute consultation with a volunteer 
attorney to sort out any general issues or questions 
you might have! Appointment required. ($5) 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. at Creative Alliance, 3134 Eastern Avenue. For 
more information, go to: creativealliance.org or call: 
410-276-1651.

Deep Sugar presents ULTRA NATE’S ‘BMORE’ 
BIRTHDAY BASH: Deep Sugar is celebrating Ultra 
Nate’s birthday with the family and the vibes will be 
on fleek. Come fab, fashionable and ready to dance! 
Featuring the sounds of DJ Teddy Douglas and Donny 
Burlin. 21+. Cash bar. ($20 - $25) 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. at 
1722 North Charles Street. For more information, email: 
deepsugarparty@gmail.com or call: 410-547-8423.

If you would like your event listed in Baltimore Beat, 
send information about it to Lisa@baltimorebeat.com.
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black to the most vibrant crimson. Baldwin’s hand is 
adorned with a signet ring and holding a cigarette. 
He gazes out of the frame away from the viewer, 
and his expression is contemplative and pondering. 
Baldwin’s head is marked with an application of blue 
Black, and his skin is a cross-hatching of browns 
and pinks. Shaw has painted an African mask 
overlaying his face, a link to the lineage Baldwin, 
and Shaw, and many Black Americans share. We are 
strangers in a strange land, living and working and 
producing and writing and painting in this country.

Schroeder Cherry, puppeteer, educator, and artist, 
was a professor of museum studies at Morgan State 
before he was appointed as curator of the James E. 
Lewis Museum of Art in 2021. Cherry invited Shaw 
to co-create an exhibition in the museum. He says 
they discussed titles, and Shaw chose the name 
Homecoming as a nod to his Morgan roots. Cherry 
selected portraits of various subjects from Shaw’s 
oeuvre. This show is a veritable homecoming, one 
of the most prolific and beloved artists returning to 
campus and having his work on full display. Cherry 
told Baltimore Beat that the large scale of Shaw’s art 
is due to a comment from Shaw’s former Howard 

CONTINUED FROM PG. 13
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“The Kings Court” (2023), by Sanah Brown-Bowers. Courtesy of Critical Path Method.

Ernest Shaw and Schroeder Cherry blocking the Homecoming exhibition. 
Courtesy of The James E. Lewis Museum of Art at Morgan State University.
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University professor, who offered him a 
single critique: to make larger works. The 
resulting paintings displayed at JELMA are 
significant in scale and large in emotion.

Let The Right One In is a group exhibition 
featuring work by seven Baltimore-based 

artists, including Sanah Brown-Bowers, 
Oletha DeVane, Dave Eassa, Alex Ebstein, 
Toskago, Elena Volkova, and Anderson Woof, 
currently on display at Critical Path Method 
(CPM). Curated by Vlad Smolkin, CPM’s 
owner, the exhibition’s title alludes to the 
2008 Swedish vampire film and references 
the folklore that a vampire cannot enter a 
home without an invitation. CPM, which 
opened in 2021, is a contemporary art 
gallery located in a row home in Bolton 
Hill. According to the press release for this 
exhibition, the title “calls attention to the 
bonds at the thresholds between the artist, 
the gallery, and the community.”

Like Shaw and Cherry, Smolkin and 
the seven artists in Let The Right One In 
have established and interrogated their 
own positions in Baltimore City. Both 
resulting exhibitions are full of place, beauty, 
interrogation, and explorations of the self.

Let The Right One In is one of the first 
exhibitions for MICA student Toskago. He 
offers a series of oil-painted artworks called 
“The Negro’s Dilemma” (2022). The deep 
and surreal nature of the paintings is striking 
and in perfect harmony with the other works 
in this gallery. The artist inserts himself into 
the artworks and his application of oil paint 
imbues the pieces with a haunting quality.

Sanah Brown-Bowers’ “The Kings Court” 
(2023) is a magnificent photorealistic 
painting of the very real Black-owned 
Baltimore barbershop Kings Court. The 
central figures in the image are a child 
getting his hair cut by a barber, and the rest 
are an assemblage of found objects, a jar of 
Murrays, Black film references, photographs, 
LED lights, and sound. Brown-Bowers is a 
self-taught artist, and this artwork, with its 
pinball machine-like dynamism, perfectly 
encapsulates the spirit and nature of many 
Baltimore art makers, that ethos of making 
something out of nothing and ending up 
with something magnificent.

Oletha DeVane’s “Mawu Moon Goddess” 
(2019) consists of beads, acrylic, glass, and 
resin collected and assembled by the artist’s 
hand. These materials come together to 
depict an African deity, and the central 
figure’s power emanates through the borders 
of the artwork. Seventeen clear orbs hold 
beads, glitter, and various found materials, 

and in her belly is a bejeweled and beaded 
navy planet Earth. Her hair fans out around 
her head, a crown of navy, purple, and black 
streaks outlined in a thin halo of cerulean. 
DeVane’s boundless work brings Africa into 
this home gallery in Baltimore. DeVane’s 
exploitation of African spiritualism is 

another tie-in to the theme of home, 
belonging, and place, embedded within Let 
The Right One In as well as Homecoming.

Let The Right One In is on view through  
April 8, 2023. l

“Mawu Moon Goddess” (2019), by Oletha DeVane. Courtesy of Critical Path Method.
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These two Black-led, 
Black-starring films 
transcend the Oscars Race
“The Woman King” and “Till” played the awards 
season game the way they were told to and wound up 
with nothing to show for it… except for commercial and 
critical acclaim.

by Dominic Griffin

The closer we get to the Academy Awards, film 
critics like myself tend to find ourselves doubling 

back over the previous year’s releases to see if we 
skipped any gems in our week-to-week grind. The 
two most glaring omissions for me were Gina Prince-
Bythewood’s historical epic “The Woman King” and 
Chinonye Chukwu’s biopic “Till.”

“The Woman King” had a lot going against its 
box office hopes. First, it predominantly stars Black 
women. It’s ostensibly an action film, a genre those 
same women are woefully underrepresented in. To 
top it all off, it’s directed by a filmmaker most known 
for romantic dramas like “Love and Basketball.” But 
Prince-Bythewood spent years developing a Black 
Cat movie for Sony’s fledgling Spider-Man villain 
universe before directing “The Old Guard” for 
Netflix, so she was up to this difficult task.

The film takes place in the West African 
kingdom of Dahomey in the early 1800s, following 
Nanisca (Viola Davis), the general of an all-woman 
army called the Agojie. Nanisca is in the unfortunate 
position of trying to convince King Ghezo (John 
Boyega) to leave the slave trade and find alternative 
methods to keep the kingdom’s coffers full. Dahomey 
is on the brink of war with their larger rival, the Oyo 
Empire, so they must recruit more warriors. That’s 
where the audience’s heroine Nawi (breakout actress 
Thuso Mbedu), comes in. Through her training and 
indoctrination, we see that the Agojie are a near-
utopian oasis of feminist strength nestled at the 
forefront of a society built on the subjugation of 
others.

Say what you will about period pieces or the 
flattening of historical fact, but if you populate a 
movie with talented actresses like Davis, Mbedu, 
and Lashana Lynch, and have those amazing women 
murder slavers in exciting and thrilling ways, you’re 
going to have a winner on your hands. But if “The 
Woman King” is a film that had to, by necessity, cast 
historical complexity to the wayside to achieve its 
populist escapism, “Till” was fighting that battle in 
reverse.

“Till” centers around a performance from 
Danielle Deadwyler as Mamie Till, Emmett 
Till’s mother. This film’s tragic core and harsh 
subject matter were not suited to the post-COVID 
marketplace. Moviegoers want to be wowed, 
soothed, frightened, or amused. They do not want 
to devote hours of their strained lives to exploring 
generational trauma and Black pain. Even those 
still open to such storytelling would generally prefer 
to do so later, at home, on-demand, where they can 
take copious breaks or look at humorous TikToks 
in between the pathos. But it’s a credit to Chukwu’s 
considerable gifts as a filmmaker that the film is 
anything other than a torturous slog.

“Till” opens with Mamie (Deadwyler) driving 
her son Emmett (Jalyn Hall). The camera drifts 
back and forth between the two, observing the 
sheer mirth Emmett’s excitable presence brings 
and tethering it to the shining light in his mother’s 
eyes. But as they reach their destination, a shop in 
downtown Chicago, that light slowly drains from her. 
She shifts into every Black mother’s omnipresent 
worry for her child in this country. After some 
“light” racism from a shop guard, she ponders the 
raw, uncut hatred awaiting Emmett down South for 
the Mississippi trip he’s bound for. We, the audience, 
already know the violence in store for him, but 
from this point and through the rest of the film, she 
already knows herself.

Deadwyler’s performance is astonishing. Her 
screen presence helps the film walk a tightrope 
between facing the cruel reality of injustice head-
on and celebrating the beauty of life and its most 
resonant relationships. The film itself begins to 
feel a bit too long past the emotional climax when 
Mamie demands an open-casket funeral for the 
unrecognizable remains of her dead son. However, 
it finds some fire still in its wretched and infuriating 
depiction of the trial of the boy’s murderers. Chukwu 
tells a broad story about how Black folks have had to 
set aside their grief to focus on the greater good of 
affecting change for our people.

Deadwyler, at multiple points in the film, 
delivers the impactful dramaturgy we’re so used to 
seeing excerpted during the Oscars telecast. Still, no 
such examples will be shown on ABC this year. She 
and “Woman King” star Davis campaigned dutifully  
throughout awards season. They went to all the 
parties. They schmoozed with all the right people. 
But both were shut out from the nominations.

Ignoring that those detractors also seem to 
ignore Ana de Armas and her surprise nomination 
for “Blonde”, voters likely ignored these films for 
similar reasons I took so long to seek them out. 
White voters do not care about Black stories, so no 
amount of social lubrication will make them sit 
down to watch these films.

I care very deeply about Black stories, but I have 
grown so tired of how many in the mainstream do 
little more than regurgitate Black pain or recycle 
bland white narratives with the same four trendy 
Black performers swapped in. Over the years, I have 
had to review many movies that are centrally and 
proudly about Black pain, and with every passing 
year, I find less reason to be enthusiastic about such 
content.

I incorrectly pegged “The Woman King” and 
“Till” as more of the same, but both films surprised 
me in different ways. They ultimately make for a 
fascinating double feature as two tales about Black 
women and the indestructible bonds they can 
form with their progeny. If more Black films hit 
the big screen every year, pushing boundaries and 
making lasting impressions as these two did, we 
wouldn’t keep talking about snubs every year or the 
establishment’s canonizing approval.

We’d be too busy enjoying our embarrassment of 
cinematic riches to care. l

“The Woman King” is currently streaming on Netflix. It 
and “Till” are available to rent or purchase on Amazon, 
Apple TV, YouTube, et al.
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Danielle Deadwyler as Mamie Till-Mobley in “Till.” Courtesy of United Artists.
Viola Davis as Nanisca in “The Woman King.” Courtesy of Sony.



It’s crazy how, when reading their piece,
writers can get in the zone:
they’re on a tear, throwing – nah, flowing – 
word after word, hitting the listener’s mind like 
a playful friend, or an angry enemy.

Tone making the difference between a happy 
brain and a happily hurt one. It’s like – the 
satisfying turn of events smacking your brain
in the face if you forget attention and it shows 
you a journey.

Sometimes relatable, sometimes 
unrecognizable.

The roller coaster of rights and wrongs in
writing,
the roller coaster of catching quick glances 
and looking away.
the roller coaster of remarkable catchings,
radioactive callings, reasonable questions, 
relay cats, reading cauldrons, red cars, ready 
cat-fishers, it’s the Writer’s Captivation.
An aura – like in anime – showing how much
power the writer has, captivation is inevitable
when a writing hero reads their work.

Their superpower is their passion and they 
can save people with it, both from boredom
and…desired death.

The writer’s zone is crazy.

Baltimore Beat is publishing poems from 
participants in the group Writers in Baltimore 
Schools, which offers programming that builds skills 
in literacy and communication while creating a 

community of support for young writers.

The Writer’s Zone 
by Timothy Moody

Use this QR 
code to read 

and share this 
story online.


